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KGYPT 


SOLUTIONS TO SUGAR, SOAP SHORTAGES REVIEWED 
Cairo AL-AHRAM AL-TAB'AH AL-DUWALIYAH in Arabic 22 Oct 86 p 3 


[Article by Mamduh al-Wali: "Quota-Free Sugar Appeared Once, then Vanished, 
and the Search for Soap Is Still Going on!"] 


[Text] A strange subject is that of sugar, oil and soap! 
The subject of their existence, their prices and their sales outlets. 
Let us begin with quota-free sugar. 


The distribution of quota-free sugar began in some grocery shops, supermar- 
kets and self-sufficiency in food outlets at a price of 60 piasters per 
kilogram in small packages in the cities of Cairo and Giza. 


This is a new experiment the public had greeted receptively, the quantities 
allocated were used up, in spite of their large volume, in a few days, al- 
though the shares were for the month, and no speculation in distribution 
occurred. Therefore consumers demand that the distribution be extended to 
the other governorates and the experiment be repeated with some other commo- 
dities, such as oil and soap, especially since that would reduce the burdens 
on the Ministry of Supply and the consumer complexes, would create a turn- 
over in the grocers' premises and facilitate the consumers' receipt of their 
needs in a dignified manner removed from lines and congestion. 


Husayn Muhammad Husayn, chairman of the board of the Egyptian Food Commodity 
Wholesale Trading Company, said that in accordance with the ministerial de- 
cree regulating the process of selling quota-free sugar at a price of 60 
piasters per kilogram to the consumer, this is sugar which had been imported 
under the jurisdiction of the private sector, and permission had been grant- 
ed to deal in it on a basis of freedom from quotas, on condition that it be 
packaged, that this packaging be done under the jurisdiction of the importer 
and that the distribution take place as a transitional stage under the jur- 
isdiction of the Ministry of Supply, to guarantee that it not seep out into 
the black market, with the importer to distribute it under his jurisdiction 
at a later stage. 


Therefore, the distribution of quota-free sugar started in some groceries 
not subject to the Supply Ministry, supermarkets and self-sufficiency in 
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food outlets last 22 September, via 28 wholesale branches belonging to the 
Egyptian Food Commodity Wholesale Trading Company scattered about in the 
south, center and east of Cairo, in addition to wholesale branches in the 
area in the north of Cairo, which belong to the General Food Commodity 
Wholesale Trading Company. In the Governorate of Giza distribution takes 
place through six wholesale outlets in the sections of Imbabah, Bulag al- 
Dakrur, the Pyramids, al-Duqqi, al-'Ajuzah and Giza. 


The merchants who sell sugar to the public in the east, south and center of 
Cairo are 698 in number, there is an additional number in north Cairo, and 
there are 83 merchants in Giza. Coordination has taken place with the supply 
departments in Cairo and Giza to choose them from among merchants who have a 
good reputation, while continuing to follow up on surveillance to guarantee 
that these volumes reach the consumers. The rate of daily withdrawal from 
wholesale branches to distribution outlets comes to about 300 tons; thus the 
quantity which has been distributed since the start of distribution on 22 
September comes to about 5,000 tons in Cairo and Giza. 


Disposition to all Grocers 


The minister of supply's instructions called for quota-free sugar to be dis- 
tributed without any restrictions, on condition that the distribution be 
through grocers not subject to the Supply Ministry, up to a maximum of 5 
tons per outlet. However, on the practical level, since there are about 
5,000 grocers in Greater Cairo who are not subject to the Supply Ministry, 
it was difficult for distribution to be made to all of them, and therefore 
some of them were chosen in coordination with the supply departments as a 
transitional stage, with expansion of the distribution outlets to take place 
gradually, especially since we are restricted to the source which can pro- 
vide this type of sugar, which comes to 6,000 tons a month in volume. 


A Limited Profit Margin 


What, however, do grocers not subject to the Supply Ministry who have dis- 
tributed quota-free sugar say? 


Quota-free sugar priced at 60 piasters has been greeted receptively by the 
public, since it has been possible for it to obtain its requirements in a 
dignified manner removed from the congestion of the complexes. When the ex- 
periment began, the quantities were finished with in a few days in spite of 
their volume. The absence of 1-kilogram packages helped compel some people, 
especially among groups which do not have supply cards, to buy them, in 
spite of their need for less heavy packages. 





However, the grocers' main complaint is the limited profit margin, since 
they get a kilogram selling at 60 piasters for 58.5 piasters, with a profit 
margin of 15 milliemes per kilogram, although they defray payment of the 
transportation charge and freight. 


In addition, some people are compelled to require purchase of another commo- 
dity with the sugar, although that is in violation of the law. 


In addition, there is an absence of cash liquidity among some for paying the 
sum of 3,510 pouds as the price for 6 tons in addition to 30 pounds for 
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empty bags. This is a sum which it is difficult to arrange in the light of 
the current relative recession in market activity. However, the experiment 
all in all is positive and has led to a resurgence of activity within groce- 
ry shops which distribute the sugar, since the consumers buy other catego- 
ries with the sugar, especially tea. Therefore they request that the experi- 
ment be repeated with some other commodities such as sugar and soap, which 
sell in the black market at high prices, which the public cannot find. 


The Problem of Liquidity among Merchants 


The president of the Egyptian Food Commodity Wholesale Trading Company 
stated in answer to the grocers' observations, especially the issue of the 
scanty profit margin, "In accordance with Decree 121, which requires that 
when importers present import shipment, shipment expense and packaging cost 
documents so that the department of experts and pricing can determine the 
transaction and cost stages, quota-free sugar was to have been sold for 63 
piasters per kilogram; out of concern to sell it to the public at 60 pias- 
ters, the wholesale profit margin for wholesale companies and retailers was 
lowered, so that the company would obtain just 2 pounds per ton, in exchange 
for storage and distribution, with 15 pounds per ton for the retailer. 


"As for the packages, two thirds of the amount was packaged in 2-kilograa 
packages and one third of the quantity was in packages of 1 kilogram. It 
happens that disposition is made to some people from a single type of pack- 
age. As far as the problem of liquidity among grocers and the difficulty of 
managing the cost of the sugar is concerned, the wholesale company is just a 
distributor, and the problem of liquidity is general, even as far as we are 
concerned. Therefore it is difficult to give them payment facilities. 


Distribution in the Other Governorates 


"Concerning some grocers' complaints that they ha - disposed of the quota- 
free sugar at once and have not been able to dispose of it after that, these 
people have forgotten that the disposal takes place monthly, not weekly or 
when the quantities present in their possession are used up. As to some 
people's statement that the distribution of quota-free sugar is done collec- 
tively at a specific time through the outlets, the quantities are used up in 
a few days and the market is left without quota-free sugar most of the 
month, that can be remedied by distributing the quantities disposed of over 
a number of weeks in the month, so that the quota-free sugar will remain a 
longer period in the markets. However, from the practical standpoint, that 
is difficult, with the result that we will be compelled, if the grocer has 
not made dispositions in the first week, to hand over the quantity to anoth- 
er grocer in his same region." 


There remains a major question, which is why Cairo and Giza have a monopoly 
on the distribution of quota-free sugar to the exclusion of the other gover- 
norates, although there are consumer complexes in the two of them and they 
offer another type of sugar at a price of 60 piasters, under the guidance of 
the supply cards. Husayn Muhammad Husayn, president of the wholesale trade 
company, replied "While the start was made in Cairo and Giza, preparations 
are being made to put it in general application in all governorates as soon 














as there is the assurance that the capacities exist for packaging quota-free 
sugar sufficient for these governorates' requirements. Our problem is that 
there is only the Qalyub factory belonging to the Egyptian Food Commodities 
Packaging and Distribution Company (Shamtu), which operates at a packaging 
capacity of 250 tons a day. Therefore, contract has been made with a private 
sector factory operating at a capacity of 50 tons a day and another plant in 
al-Salihiyah at a capacity of 50 tons, especially since 300 tons will be 
drawn on every day to cover the requirements of Cairo and Giza. 


A question remains among consumers, which is, will the experiment with quo~ 
ta-free sugar be repeated with other commodities such as oil and soap? 


An official supply source, who refused to mentioned his name, replied that 
the general tendency was to repeat the experiment with other commodities, in 
the case of oil and sugar, since preparation is being made to offer 103,000 
tons of quota-free oil as well as quantities of soap, to reduce the burden 
on the Ministry of Supply. However, this matter conflicts with some other 
approaches, especially in the policies committee, which advocate an adher- 
ence to subsidie and the failure to increase prices! 


There is a strange story, as far as soap is concerned. 


The phenomenon of open sales of laundry soaps, toilet soaps and detergents 
at double the prices in the al~Muski, al-Kahkiyin and Manshiyet Nasir areas 
came to an end, following the campaigns the office of supply investigation 
carried out to crack down on them and determine the sources from which they 
acquired these quantities. 


However, the problem continued to remain as far as the public is concerned; 
the allocated supply quantities are not sufficient for it, and it cannot buy 
investment and imported types in view of their high prices -- indeed, other 
types do not exist at all, in the case of laundry soap, and therefore the 
demand for the distribution of different types of quota-free soap, which the 
Supply Ministry declared its readiness to offer awhile ago, is increasing. 


Brig Gen Muhammad Tawfiq Sa'udi, director of the Cairo supply investigation 
office, said, "After the activities of selling soap of both kinds became 
apparent in the al-Muski and Manshiyat Nasir areas and the al-Kahkiyin area 
in al-Darb al-Ahmar, this phenomenon was monitored so that the source of 
this soap and whether it was brought in from the complexes or grocers sub- 
ject to the Supply Ministry could be ascertained, basically. Therefore, we 
sent samples of the materials seized to the chemistry department for analy- 
sis. The conclusion was that this type of soap was produced by local plants 
which supply these vendors with the quantities they supply. 


"Monitoring was carried out on these plants, whose existence is apparent in 
the Bab al-Sha'riyah, al-Sayyidah Zaynab, al-Muski and Manshiyat Nasir are- 
as, and which came to eight in number, manufacturing soap that does not 
conform to specifications, since they introduce artificial shortening in- 
stead of fats. In addition, they did not receive permits to engage in this 
industry. Therefore, work proceeded in two directions, one to strike out at 
middlemen and swindlers who exploit the public's need for soap and sell at 








high prices, and the second to strike out at these factories which do not 
have permits, and whose output, which does not conform to specifications, we 
warn the public against using. 


"The result was the crackdown on 170 cases against swindlers and middlemen 
in al-Muski, al-Kahkiyin and Manshiyat Nasir, and the seizure of five pri- 
vate plants which supply these vendors with quantities of soap. About 19 
tons of soap were confiscated in these people's possession. Samples were 
sent for analysis, after which the quantities which did conform were handed 
over to the complexes and the quantities which did not were destroyed. 


Ten Percent from the Public Sector 


"The fact is that while 90 percent of the quantities seized were produced by 
private plants, the source of 10 percent was the public sector. The source 
of that, which was mostly toilet soap, was apprehended. That was preceded by 
the process of connecting the toilet soap to coupons. As for detergents, 
these represented a limited percentage of the supply. 


"Out of concern that the phenomenon of the sale of soap on the black market 

not be repeated, a number of traps were set up in ali areas, especially the 

locations of well-known criminal concentrations in Manshiyat Nasir, al-Mus- 

ki, al-Kahkiyin, Harat al-Yahud and al-Duwaygah for surveillance over these 

places. We welcome any information from the public about the presence of any 
of these vendors anywhere in Cairo. In addition, what some people keep say- 

ing about the vendor3' continuing their activity of selling soap in the af- 

ternoon and in side streets is not true." 


We told the director of the Cairo supply investigation office that although 
we were convinced that the phenomenon of the sale of soap to the public at 
several times the price, especially in the al-Muski area, had disappeared, 
the police activity was belated, since the phenomenon continued for a number 
of weeks in open fashion although there was a police post in the region. 
Brig Gen Tawfiq Sa'udi replied "In the course of this period preceding the 
elimination of the phenomenon, we wrote up some cases, but we were concen- 
trating on learning their sources of supply, so that we could then start 
with a comprehensive picture. Also, they moved about from area to area when 
they became aware of the campaigns. Now, however, the phenomenon has totally 
ended." 


The Request for Quota-Free Soap 


What, however, is the public's view, with the disappearance of the phenome- 
non of the sale of soap? Ahmad Muhammad Najib Raghib, a merchant in al- 
Muski, said, "It is true that these vendors sold pieces of laundry soap 
priced at 4 piasters for 25 piasters and pieces of toilet soap priced at 12 
piasters for 25 piasters, but shortage and need compelled the public to deal 
with them. While we welcome the elimination of these exploitative vendors, 
we request that soap be provided, if at prices greater than the official 
ones, through the outlets, complexes and grocers’ shops." 


"Abd-al-'Azim Mahmud 'Abd-al-'Azim, a grocer, considered that what could be 
found in the grocers' shops were some types of toilet soap produced by 





investment factories ranging in price from 40 to 50 and 65 piasters per bar. 
The investment companies do not produce laundry soap. As far as detergents 
go, there is only one kind, at 140 piasters, and that category is beyond the 
financial capacity of many people, as well as imported detergents, the price 
of a box of which comes to 25 pounds, causing it to meet with public enthu- 
siasm only rarely. 


Hayat al-Jabali, a housewife, said "The quantities connected to cards were 
not enough for families' needs, leaving out the suffering and oppression 
during the disposition process. We know that the official prices set for the 
sale of laundry and toilet soap and detergents are not economical and are 
less than the real price. Therefore we ask that different kinds be distri- 
buted at the real uncontrolled prices as happened with quota-free sugar." 


11887 
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GROUPING PARTY LEADER DISCUSSES RELIGIOUS, POLITICAL BELIEFS 
London AL-TADAMUN in Arabic 4-10 Oct 86 pp 24-28 


{Interview with Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, leader of the National Grouping Party, by 
Hamidah Na'na': "Khalid Muhyi-al-Din: Marxist or Sufist, Party Leader or 
Shaykh of Religious Brotherhood; Violence Is Not Our Way to Domestic Reform; 
Biggest Battle in My Life Is Battle of Ascertaining That I Am Not Hostile to 
Religion and That Whoever Accuses Me of Infidelity Is Himself Infidel; Open 
Political Action in Egypt Is 'a Risk'; Egypt's Participation in Arab Action 
Will Turn Camp David Accord into Something of the Past; I Have No Profession 
Other Than Political Work; I Don't Know Why My Statue Is Not Returned to 
Revolution Museum; I Am Sufist by Inheritance from Father and Grandfather and 
I Am Ahli Supporter to the Bone"] 


[Text] Between Marx and Shaykh Muhyi-al-Din ibn ‘Arabi there are light years. 
Between class struggle and devotion to divine love there is a vast distance. 


Between revolution, in all the forms we have known so far, and democratic 
plurality in the liberal sense there is a non-aggression treaty. From the 
days of Robespierre, the Freich revolution's orator, until today, philosophers, 
intellectuals, writers, and of course politicians have been futilely trying 

to reconcile democracy and revolution. 


In Egypt, one man has been engaged in this venture from 1952 to the present 
without fearing its consequences which, at one time in his life, were very 
grave for him. This man is Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, a member of the Revolution 
Command Council in 1952 and one of the five founders of the Free Officers 
organization who shouldered enormous responsibilities upon assuming power. 
When Muhyi-al-Din was ousted, relieved, or resigned from the Revolution 
Command Council in the wake of the dispute which erupted between him and Jamal 
"Abd-al-Nasir on the need for the army to return to its camps and to hand 
power over to the civilians, even the people closest to Muhyi--1-Din said 
about him: "He is a dreaming, idealistic, and naive man who has lost with his 
idealism the biggest chance a politician ever encounters. He has clung to 
hollow words, such as democracy, justice, public liberties, and partisan 
plurality, and has, as a result, lost to himself the fruits of the revolution 
created by the organization in which he was one of the five founding members 
and which used the revolution to seize power. Consequently, he has been able 
to change Egypt's modern history, rather the Arab area's history." 














Fanatic clergymen characterize Muhyi-al-Din as an "atheistic communist who 
performs the five religious duties histrionically and who performs the pilgrim- 
age to Mecca for deception." 


His political enemies consider him a dangerous red communist who will 
impoverish the rich and seize their money to give it to the poor and believe 
that his talk about society's democratic development is no more than an 
attempt to gain time to prepare for a revolution that will sweep everything 
in its way. 


His supporters and fans try constantly to re-settle their accounts with 
history, saying that the leadership did not belong to ‘Abd-al-Nasir but to 
Muhyi-al-Din and that had it not been for the Caesarean performed on the 
revolution in 1954, Egypt's history would have taken a different course. 


His friends and the people close to him describe him as follows: "A simple, 
very polite, and modest man who is close to the heart and who possesses the 
spirit of the Egyptian wit, which is never absent from his conversation." 


In a series introducing a number of Egyptian political and cultural figures 
with their human and political dimensions, AL-TADAMUN began with Khalid 
Muyi-~al-Din, with whom it had the following interview: 


[Question] They say about you what you read in the press every day and it is 
needless to reiterate the various characterizations. But what is not known 
about your person so far is the religious Sufist aspect. Is it true that you 
belong to al-Naqshabandiyah Sufist Brotherhood? And is it true that your 
name, Khalid, is the name of a well-known shaykh of the Sufist brotherhoods? 
Is it true that you have built with your own money a mosque to which to 
transfer the body of Shaykh al-Sammak? 


[Answer] This is true. My maternal grandfather, Shaykh Muhammad al-'Ashiq, 
was a well-known Sufist shaykh and a follower of al-Naqshabandiyah Sufist 
Brotherhood, which was founded by Shaykh Khalid al-Naqshabandi. The 
brotherhood owned a building on Darb al-Jamamiz Street, presently Port Said 
Street, which contained a mosque and an absolution fountain in the first floor, 
the tomb of Shaykh al-"Ashiq, and rooms to which the dervishes belonging to 

the order retreated for worship. I was born in this building and my grand- 
father, who inherited the shaykhdom from his father, named me after the 
brotherhood's founder. 


[Question] And you lived in this house until you became an army officer, not 
a dervish? 


[Answer] This is right. The building was demolished and apartment buildings 
have risen in its place. The only remnant of the past is the tomb of my 
grandfather, who is mistakenly described as Shaykh al-Naqshabandi. 


[Question] Did your upbringing have its influence on your choice to work 
through the Muslim Brotherhood organization when you became an army officer? 











[Answer] What led me to the Muslim Brotherhood organization was the national 
cause, In the 1940's, the Muslim Brotherhood was close to the national issue, 
embodied in the struggle to liberate Egypt from British colonialism. That 
struggle required sacrifices in lives and in things dear. I believed that the 
best sacrifice I could offer the country was martyrdom and faith in God. This 
is why I turned to the Brotherhood after the 1946 crisis. But I did not stay 
with it long and soon moved to the socialist movement. 


[Question] How were you able to reconcile religious thought with secular 
thought? 


[Answer] My upbringing was a profoundly religious upbringing. I grew up with 
Sufis who taught me to give, not take, and to serve and love people. To serve 
the people, I began to search for a means and for the Brotherhood's social 

and economic program. I asked them: Where is your program on the national 
issue? What is your program to solve Egypt's problems? Do you plan to 
distribute the land and rebuild the economy? Will you nationalize the foreign 
investments? Will you nationalize the big landholdings? I found no answers 
to my questions. In that period, I read extensively about socialism and I 
began to meet the people advocating it. I was torn between secular thought 
and deep faith. But this struggle did not shake me spiritually, as often 
happens. The question of faith had been decided in my mind since my childhood 
and religion has never been a subject of doubt. I solved the equation simply: 
socialism is a social solution and whoever believes in the role of the toiling 
class is a socialist, even though he does not speak of socialism. Religion is 
the spiritual nourishment and the regulator of human behavior. 


[Question] Is it true that you dragged 'Abd-al-Nasir to the Muslim Brotherhood 
organization? 


[Answer] ‘'Abd-al-Nasir, Kamal-al-Din Husayn, Husayn Hammudah, Salah Khalifah, 
and I were members of a military organization of the Muslim Brotherhood. We 
took the oath on the Koran and the gun in a house located in al-Khalifah 
Quarter. The late Salih ‘Ashmawi, who was then the deputy leader of the 
Brotherhood, was present. We then trained groups of Brotherhood members in 
the use of weapons in al-Jizah desert. 


[Question] "ow did your relations with the Brotherhood end? 


[Answer] The relations between us ended after the Palestine war when we 
founded the Free Officers organization. But despite the student riots which 
aroused suspicions in us, we did not sever our relations with the Brotherhood 
completely. 


[Question] It is said that you adhered then to the communists and acted as 
the liaison between them and President "Abd-al-Nasir when he was chairman of 
the Free Officers organization. 





[Answer] I had relations with the communists but I did not adhere to any of 
their organizations, did not dwell on the details of the communist movement, 
and did not take part in the conflicts that had erupted between their various 
factions. I was a member of some committees and I read a lot of books on 
socialism until the movement developed and we established an organization. 

Our contact with the various organizations had its impact on crystallizing 

our concepts which were embodied in the revolution. We realized the importance 
of religion in society's life and the necessity of religion as a spiritual 
weapon. We also realized the importance of socialism and of social justice as 
a significant factor in maintaining balance in society's relations. 


[Question] Were these concepts, as well as the concept of pan-Arabism, clear 
in your minds as Free Officers from the beginning? 


[Answer] When we founded the Free Officers organization, our ideas had been 
crystallized in the following manner: first, Egypt's independence and 
sovereignty in freedom from the influence of the major powers and then the 
rebuilding of Egypt's economic structure in a manner that insures justice for 
all people. 


[Question] And was the idea of pan-Arabism clear in your mind and in President 
"Abd-al-Nasir's mind from the outset? 


[Answer] The idea became profoundly clear and crystallized in our minds during 
the Palestine war. The pan-Arabist feelings were entrenched by virtue of the 
national struggle and of the influence of the currents blowing our way from 

the Arab East. But it is certain that the Egyptian people understood the 
Palestine issue from a religious angle. I recall my uncle, Zakariya Muhyi-al- 
Din's father, asking me about the fate of Jerusalem, of Palestine, and of 
al-Aqsa Mosque every time we met. But the pan-Arabist concept as embodied by 
the Ba‘th Party in the Arab East did not receive in Egypt the response it 
received in the Arab East. There is no doubt that we were aware that we are 

a part of the Arab nation and that we are bound to it by the strongest cultural 
and religious ties. 


[Question] What are the true reasons for your leaving the Muslim Brotherhood 
movement ? 


[Answer] I got to the Muslim Brotherhood movement by way of the national 
issue. When I discovered that the movement had no clear vision of the solutions 
needed for this issue, I retreated in the direction of secular thought without 
losing my religious faith. To this moment, the Brotherhood has not presented a 
clear program for solving Egypt's problems. Every time an issue is raised, the 
Brotherhood gets enthusiastic and then backs down. Let us cite as an example 
what happened in the case of the Egyptian airliner hijacked by the Americans to 
Sigonella. There was enthusiasm and then retreat. The same goes for all the 
social battles we have waged, such as wage increases, price controls, human 
rights, and other issues. The Brotherhood's argument is: When we gain power, 
we will do this and that. They don't know that attaining power requires a 
practical struggle that prepares the right soil for change. 
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[Question] How do you explain the fact that the Muslim Brotherhood's battle 
against you is much stronger than its battle against any other political figure? 


[Answer] Perhaps because I try to reconcile and mix the religious heritage and 
the sublime principles of Islam with the socialist issue. The shaykhs want one 
to choose between faith in socialism and faith in religion. They often tell 
me: "A Marxist and a Muslim, no You must choose." What is there to choose? 
Are you upset because I am a Marxist and I am religious? I have chosen good 
deeds, faith, and struggle against imperialism. Some of these shaykhs often 
clamor by comparing imperialism with communism and saying that the imperialists 
have religion and are, therefore, in a better position and rank than the 
communists who deny religion totally. It is my opinion that Islam's future is 
determined by the position of the Muslims themselves. If their conditions are 
confortable, their religion will flourish and if their conditions are poor and 
backward, these conditions will reflect negatively on their religion. 


[Question] What is the impact of the words Sufism and Sufis on you these days? 
Did you take the commitment on your grandfather's hands? 


[Answer] No, I did not take the commitment on my grandfather's hands. It is 
true that when he died in 1945, I was a candidate to succeed him as the 
Brotherhood's shaykh. But I could not do that because I had become an army 
officer and had begun to engage in politics. Consequently, I turned down the 
offer. To convince me, I was told that the land put in trust to spend on the 
Brotherhood's monastery was 300 feddans. This made me more determined to turn 
down the offer because accepting would have meant that I was after the land, 
not the shaykhdon. 


[Question] But you are a follower of al-Naqshabandiyah Brotherhood and 
Shaykh al-Sammak of Alexandria is your instructor. 


[Answer] I am a Sufi, and so were my father and my grandfather before hin, 
Shaykh al-Sammak has taught me something important. He told me: "Be with the 
people and do not fear." I have spent my life with the people working for 

their causes. Sufism is not wearing dirty clothes and twirling like derivishes. 
It is work to serve society. I ama Sufi according to this concept. 


[Question] It is said that Shaykh al-Sammak group supported you during the 
elections. Which of you influenced the other? 


[Answer] The fact is that Shaykh al-Sammak group supported us during the 
elections. This does not mean that they believe in all the ideas we project. 
However, they are also strugglers for justice, for the rights of the poor, and 
for equality among people. I believe in their opinions. By these criteria, 

I am a good Sufi. Shaykh 'Abd-al-Halim Mahmud once attacked this group, saying: 
"How can they support Khalid Muhyi-al-Din when he is a communist?" Their 
response was: "We have nothing to do with this. We know Khalid Muhi-al-Din 
as a believer who built a mosque to which to transfer our father's body. He 
has cevoted his life to defending the rights of the poor and has rejected all 
inducements. Had he gone along with ‘Abd-al-Nasir, he would be in the highest 
positions. But he rejected all inducements and preserved his principles." 
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[Question] On the occasion, it has been noticed that the religious currents 
are escalating in Egypt. Do you think Egypt is approaching a religious change 
and is it possible they could rule Egypt in the future? 


[Answer] No. What is strengthening and what has strengthened the religious 
current as the calls which erupted in the 1970's and which distorted the image 
of the non-religious opposition and the image of ‘Abd-al-Nasir. What was left 
for the people? Nothing but religion is left. Added to this are the absence 
of democracy and the enormously intensifying differences between the classes. 
As a result of the faulty economic policies, a significant sector of the 
youth has found itself in a position in which it is unable to solve its 
problems in this world. So, such youth have to turn to the hereafter. To 

put it in practical terms, when a person who wants to marry, wants to study, 
or needs medical care cannot find the means to solve his problems, the 
religious groups exploit his situation and try to provide him with services. 
This is good. But these services do not come within the framework of an 
economic, social, educational, health, or cultural program. The Muslim 
Brotherhood has refused so far to define its program. All it seeks is to 
seize power. This is why whenever it feels strong it tries to pounce on the 
authority. It has hit repeatedly in the past 40 years: In the days of al- 
Naqrashi, in the days of 'Abd-al-Hadi, twice after the revolution, and once 
after al-Sadat's assassination. It does not realize that building a political 
system requires time and struggle. It believes that force is the only 
solution. 


[Question] But it has a broader base in the Egyptian street than you do. 


[Answer] People rush to support it by virtue of the fact that the Egyptian 
people are religious. But its supporters quickly abandon it because of the 
absence of a specific program offering solutions for the tangible problems. 
The Muslim Brotherhood may gain in the short run. But in the long run, it 

cannot attain anything. 


[Question] You have been a hair's width or closer to rule and to power. Do 
you regret the fact that you have not ruled? 


[Answer] No, I have never regretted in my life something I have done. Many 
say that were it not for my disagreement with 'Abd-al-Nasir over democracy in 
1954, Egypt's situation would not be what is is today. This is purely 
theoretical. In any case, I have not been far from power. I have participated 
in serving my country first through my position as a member of the Revolution 
Command Council first and then through the other positions I have assumed. 


[Question] During your long trip in political life, have you been compelled 
to defend, for tactical reasons, principles in which you do not believe? 


[Answer] No, I have strategic objectives and they are the objectives of the 
party in which I struggle. There are tactical issues that may bring us closer 
to the strategic objective. I am a socialist and my objective is for the 
socialist transformation to take place in Egypt. I am well aware that such a 
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transformation will not occur unless a number of economic reforms take place 
and unless reliance on the outside world is curtailed. To regain economic 
and political independence, I am prepared to be flexible at times, but without 
ceding the strategic issues or the party's basic position. 


[Question] Do you explain this practically in your relations with the 
government ? 


[Answer] We may make concessions in our relations with the regime to prevent 
a clash. I ama politician struggling for long-range and difficult objectives. 
Yet I coexisted with ‘Abd-al-Nasir and then with al-Sadat and here I am 
coexisting with Mubarak. What does this mean? If I were inflexible, I would 
not have survived. But have never in my life made concessions on the basic 
options. 


[Question] When we begin our life, we chart for ourselves a number of objectives 
which we seek to achieve. Do you think you have achieved what you want? Have 
you achieved the objectives you charted when you were young? 


[Answer] I believe that I have achieved many of my objectives to a degree 
exceeding the imagination. When I was a youth, my objective was to struggle 
to expel the British and to achieve Egypt's independence. We were able not 
only to expel the British but also to achieve economic independence and a 
high degree of social justice. At the personal level, I had never imagined 
that I would become one of the main figures in Egypt's life. 


[Question] Have you gotten your dues? 


[Answer] I have performed my duty and exercised my political right but not my 
governmental right. 


[Question] Meaning? 


[Answer] My statue was taken from the Revolution Museum in ‘Abd-al-Nasir's 
days and nobody has returned it. But history will do me justice and nobody 
will be able to ever ignore my role. 


[Question] To what do you attribute your self-restraint and your psychological 
stability? 


[Answer] I am a believer and I have fully defined my path. 


[Question] A ruler may turn into a dictator and an opposition figure or a 
party leader may turn into a dictator of a different kind. Are you concerned 
with your relations with the pecple? 


[Answer] Yes, I am very concerned. But it is not permissible to allow these 
relations to be at the expense of the main issues. For example, when al-Sadat 
returned from Jerusalem, he had the support of 75 percent, if not more, of the 
Egyptian people. At that time, we decided to fight, believing the visit to be 
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a meaningless concession at the expense of the heart of the national cause, 
with nothing in return. Had we thought of the masses at the time, we would 
not have taken the position we took. It is true that we are concerned for our 
reputation among the masses. But this concern must not lead us to debasement 
or to the relinquishment of the national cause. 


[Question] Are you a popular man? 


[Answer] Yes, and the proof is that people receive me well and listen to me 
wherever I go, regardless of whether they agree or disagree with my ideas. 
This means that there is no barrier between the masses and me. If it existed, 
I would try to overcome it. 


[Question] Do you feel a need for your relationship with the people? 


[Answer] When I serve the people and defend their causes, I experience an 
unequalled pleasure. 


[Question] What is your profession? Is political work a profession? 


[Answer] I have no profession other than political work. I was a journalist, 
rather I put journalism as my profession on my passport so that I may have a 
profession. By the way, I learned journalism, from news reporting to adver- 
tising while working as chief editor of AL-MASA'. 


[Question] What is the story of this AL-MASA'? Is it true that you were its 
founder? 


[Answer] Yes, I founded it in 1956 when I returned from my compu!sory exile 

in Geneva for a period of 18 months following the March 1954 crisis. I met 
"Abd-al-Nasir and he told me: "I want you to issue a leftist evening newspaper." 
I asked him: "Why an evening newspaper?" He said: "An evening newspaper is 
enough for the left. Besides, it may succeed because there is no evening 

paper in Egypt." I agreed with the idea because I had been planning to run 

in the election to the National Assembly. A newspaper is very important to 
anybody engaged in politics. 


[Question] '‘Abd-al-Nasir offered you to work as chief editor of AL-JUMHURIYAH 
under the supervision of Ansaw al-Sadat but you turned down the offer. Was 
AL-MASA' an alternative to working in AL-JUMHURIYAH? 





[Answer] To a degree. What is interesting is that when I headed AL-MASA' I 
knew nothing about press technology. But I was eager to learn and I had with 
me ‘Abd-al-Qadir Hamzah, the energetic and well-known journalist who was my 
teacher. AL-MASA' did the Egyptian press numerous favors. It was the paper 
which introduced modern sports to the press through colleague 'Abd-al-—Majid 
Nu'man. It was also the paper which introduced the specialized last page and 
the opinion page and which supplied the Egyptian press with a number of 

young men who have shone afterwards. 
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[Question] In public service, the political aspect often conceals the man. 
To what degree do people know your true character? 





[Answer] Political requirements overwhelm a man at one time or another. But 
I try to overcome them. When I wage political battles, I clash with people at 
times and they stand against me. Then certain circumstances develop and some 
of these people come to need me and I serve them. They are surprised that 
there is political hostility between us and that yet I do not hesitate to 
serve them. They often tell me this and I respond: Why not? We are people 
and we need each other's help. In such cases, I feel that the human being 

in me has triumphed over the politician. In other cases I feel, as a result 
of some conflicts, that the service I render a foe may be construed as weakness 
or indifference. As a party secretary concerned with the party's reputation, 
I try to watch out for the party's interest and image. Here, the politician 
triumphs over the human being. 


[Question] Do people know that you are a Sufi? Do you want them to know this? 


[Answer] I don't know if they are aware of this. But those who have contact 
with me and who come close to me realize that I have qualities greater than 
those of an ordinary politician. It is difficult for one to reach all the 
people. 


[Question] What is the quality you wish people to know about you? 


[Answer] (He paused for a few moments and then said): Perhaps the biggest 
battle I have waged throughout my life is a "flat battle," namely to underline 
my non-hostility to religion. What I mean is that instead of asking me for 
an economic or a political program, people have been fighting me as an infidel 
or an atheist. I am a believer and I consider whoever accuses me of infidelity 
to be an infidel. The charge of infidelity is a dangerous weapon brandished 
to foil all the correct tendencies. What I wish the people to know about me 
is my faith. The second quality I wish them to know is that my concept of 
socialism does not mean that I want to impoverish people and not let anybody 
own a single mil. My concept of socialism has been depicted as poverty. What 
I want people to know is that this is not true. Our objective as a party is a 
social change that leads to justice among the people. 


[Question] For example, is it damaging to you to be depicted as a communist 
in the elections? 


[Answer] This word would not scare me if I were in the Communist Party or if 
I had a communist program. But this is not the situation. Moreover, the word 
communism is used here as an insult, i.e., to mean lackeyhood to the Soviet 
Union. If this wrongly prevailing idea is what is meant by the word communist, 
then I reject it. But if what is meant is affiliation with the socialist 
heritage, then this is a different story. 


In any case, our party's program is not a communist program. It is a 
national democratic program. I was once arguing with an official and he said 
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to me: "Why don't you state frankly that the Grouping Party advocates communism? 
I answered: "Because the Grouping Party does not advocate communism. If I say 
otherwise I would be afraid of the truth." 


[Question] Well then, what is your program? 


[Answer] We call for economic reform within the framework of the existing 
capitalist system. If we can achieve this, we will rescue Egypt from 
disintegration. 


[Question] You were the youngest officer in the Free Officers organization 
and the youngest member of the Revolution Command Council. Can I say the 
youngest leader of an opposition party at present? Is there a certain age 
at which one should leave politics to open tie way for a younger generation? 


[Answer] This depends on the position from which one engages in political 
action. What I mean is: Should I continue to be party secretary when I am 
70? No, this is difficult. Theoretically, my capabilities will not be at the 
same present level in 5 or 10 years. I will not, of course, be able to work 
with the same capability I had when I was 50. So I can move to another 
position where I help with advice and expertise. 


[Question] But you are still young. 

[Answer] That is all right. But still, there is exhaustion and sickness. 
[Question] What is your ailment? 

[Answer] I have a slip disc in the neck. 


[Question] This dictates that you do some physical exercises. Do you find 
enough time for this? 


[Answer] Yes, I am compelled to. I must do exercises to strengthen my neck 
and back muscles. As I have said, i do not have enough time because political 
work in Egypt is not organized. In all international conferences, people take 
a lunch break and then rest for an hour or two afterwards. But here a meeting 
may go on for 10 hours without a break or a stop. 


[Question] I know that you are a supporter of al-Ahli Soccer Club. 

[Answer] Yes, this is true and it is because I liked Mukhtar al-Naqsh. 
[Question] But you supported the Joint Club? 

[Answer] This has its story. Once, an Ahli player named Wajih al-Kashif 
wanted to oust spectators from the playing field and started kicking them. I 
got one of his kicks. To punish him for his conduct, I supported the Joint 


Club. But I then calmed down and told myself: This is not right. So I 
returned to the Ahli. 
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[Question] Do you engage in sports? Do you walk? 


[Answer] Walking has its hazards. Traffic in the streets and on the sidewalks 
and cars has exceeded the limit. In the past, I used to walk from the Grouping 
to my house in al-Zamalik because walking enhances blood circulation. But I 
have now found that the best thing is to do my exercises at home. I have 
bought a bicycle and I exercise on it. 


[Question] And what about soccer? 


[Answer] That was in the past. [I played the game and then abandoned it 
when I became more interested in rowing and squash. I was Egypt's rowing 
champion in 1944-45, 


[Question] You are a husband, a father, and a grandfather. How do you view 
your marital life? 


[Answer] I have been lucky in my marriage. I got married in 1948. 
[Question] Did you marry for love? 


[Answer] Yes, I fell in love with my wife and proposed to her. We have a son 
and a daughter. My son is 36 years old and he works as an agricultural 
engineer with a company. My daughter is 34 years old and she works for the 
Arab League. 


[Question] Has she moved to Tunis? 
[Answer] No, she has stayed in Cairo. 


[Question] Where do your wife and your children stand in respect to your 
political activity? 


[Answer] When my wife was young she has no political interests. She is the 
daughter of an engineer who has nothing to do with politics. Moreover, her 
family considered engaging in politics a risk. But we can say that her polit- 
ical interest developed later in the direction of sympathizing with my 
tendency to devote my life to politics. She has also given a lot. When we 
had Free Officers’ meetings, we held them in the house. She helped us by 
concealing our leaflets, considering that there was no possibility of subject- 
ing an officer's wife to inspection. 


[Question] How is it that your children have not been influenced by you and 
have turned to professions and jobs remote from politics? 


[Answer] The truth is that the burden of raising my children fell on my 
wife's shoulders. I believe that she noticed that my engaging in politics 

put my life in constant danger. This is what motivated her to guide the 
children in the direction of scientific studies that assure them a more stable 
future. But the children support me politically and sympathize with me. My 
son is a member of the Grouping. 
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[Question] Don't you get bored? 


[Answer] Bored! No, my marital life is happy and I use my free time. I 
often break the monotony of routine work and go outside Cairo to the country- 
side where I renew my energy. 


[Question] You mean that you go to your village, Kafr Shukr? Is it true that 
you are a landowner and a millionaire? 


[Answer] I am not a millionaire. All that my father bequeathed was 85 
feddans, which were divided among four daughters and two sons. \hat my 
brother and I own are 11 feddans which return a high income. I inspect the 
land at critical times. I am well-to-do bu. not a millionaire. 


Second, you have asked me about Kafr Shukr, my village. It is a modern village 
whose founder, a rebel peasant named Shukr, had fled the nearby village of 
Asnit, which is only about 2 km from Kafr Shukr. Other persecuted people 
protesting tyranny in other villages rallied behind him and founded Kafr 
Shukr. Because it is a modern village, it discovered what is new quickly. 

My paternal grandfather, Muhyi-al-Din Fu'ad, was a cotton merchant and a 
farmer who tilled his own land. He was among the first to introduce orchard 
cultivation, including grapes, mangos, and oranges, to Kafr Shukr. Because of 
the orchards and the fruit trade, Kafr Shukr has become more like an American 
village where the capitalist mode of agricultural investment prevails over 

the feudalist mode. It has become a mixture of a village and a town and it is 
dominated by a liberal spirit that has cernes it into a center of political 
activity of all colors. 


[Question] What is the story of Muhyi-al-Din's family with Egyptian politics 
since 1952. There is Khalid Muhyi-al-Din, Zakariya Muhyi-al-Din, Fu'ad 
Muhyi-al-Din, and perhaps other names of which we are not aware. Is this due 
to the environment in which you grew up or is it just a coincidence? 


[Answer] No, it is not just a coincidence. Zakariya Muhyi-al-Din did not 
appear on the political map until the night of 23 July. But he played a very 
important role on that night when he, and others, led the 13th Battalion. He 
did not start from void. He had been one of the heroes of al-Falujah and he 
displayed enormous political and organizational skills. Fu'ad Muhyi-al-Din, 
my other cousin, was a prominent student leader. In 1946, I was a zealous 
Muslim Brotherhood member and he was a radical Marxist. There were heated 
arguments between us. After the revolution, Fu'ad continued to engage in 
politics through the available channels (the National Assembly, the National 
Union, and the Socialist Union) until he died. My brother, Dr ‘Amr Muhyi-al- 
Din who is 12 years younger tha- me, also engaged in politics, was a member 
of the Young Egypt, took part in the fedayeen attacks on the British camps, 
was arrested, and was then released and went to England to study. He is a 
Grouping member now. 


The fact is that we grew up in an educated climate enjoying a general political 
awareness. 
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[Question] You are still wagering on democracy in a country whose economic 
and social structure is in contradiction with the liberal dream of democracy. 
How do you view democracy's future in Egypt? 


[Answer] Democracy's future in Egypt depends on two basic issues: the 
national issue and the economic situation. What exists presently is just a 
limited, outward democracy. But despite its superficial and limited nature, 
it is still ahead of some of the conditions in the Arab homeland. The future 
of democracy depends on the national issue. By the national issue, I mean 
here the Palestinian issue. If the Egyptian regime and the National Demo- 
cratic Party do not view this issue from the angle from which the opposition 
views it, the matter will be difficult. President Mubarak has declared and 
continues to declare that there can be no solution for the Palestinian issue 
except through an international conference in which the PLO participates as a 
sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian people with the other Arab 
and international parties concerned. This is the minimum for an honorable 
solution. If the regime adheres to this position and stands fast in the face 
of U.S. and Israeli pressures, and if it continues to cling to the minimum-— 
limit solution, this position will have its results in new Arab-Egyptian 
alliances. It will also inevitably reflect on the domestic economic and 
social policy. Egypt is experiencing an economic crisis emanating from changing 
the bases established by ‘Abd-al-Nasir. The new pattern, started by al-Sadat 
and still going on, has widened the gap between the classes in a manner that 
has led to further economic subservience to the United States. This is not 

a purely groundless judgment. It is evident in the government reports, 
considering that 20 percent of the people get 50 percent of the national 
income. As for the economic tie to the United States, it has led to confis- 
cating the independence of decisionmaking and to a diminution of Egypt's Arab 
role. The continuation of this situation will not lead to real democracy. 


The second issue is the Palestinian issue. This issue is an issue of security 
to Egypt. It was so in Faruq's days and continues to be so in Mubarak's days. 
Mubarak realized this when he stood with the PLO in the face of the ferocious 
U.S.-Israeli assault. If an honorable solution is reached, such a solution 
will have its far-reaching effects on the domestic issue of democracy. 


[Question] Do you consider ‘Arafat's visit to Cairo a positive step? 


[Answer] I believe that his visit put a stop to the ferocious assault on the 
PLO because nobody doubts Egypt's relations with the West or its loyalty to the 
West. When Egypt stands with the PLO and defends it, this is tantamount to 
support for and a strengthening of the PLO before Western public opinion and 
governments. Egypt has benefited from this position at the Arab level and has 
emerged as the defender of the PLO. But the PLO has also benefited. This is 
not important. What is important is to safeguard the PLO. 


[Question] You speak of the future of democracy and of this future's dependence 


on the domestic situation and on economic and social reforms. What do you 
precisely want from President Mubarak's administration? 
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[Answer] Modifying the economic policies dictates that the prevailing policy 
should be totally reviewed. It is weli known historically that the national 
issue cannot be solved if a minimum degree of economic and social stability 
and progress does not exist. Since the 1919 revolution and to the moment, 
Egypt's economic independence has been tied to its national independence, and 
vice versa. Therefore, we urge the government to apply social justice so 
that it may help Egypt overcome the crisis it is experiencing. 


[Question] You people are now talking of social justice when you personally 
are known to be an advocate of a fundamental reform that deals with all aspects 
of life. Haven't you spent your life talking of socialism? Is this a backing 


down? 


[Answer] I still believe that socialism is the solution. I still advocate 
socialism for the development of society. But I am a practical man and I 
understand the objective circumstances. I understand that to achieve socialism 
in a country like Egypt, you must create the objective circumstances. This 
means promulgating a number of laws and embarking on measures which achieve a 
degree of socialism as a first stage. For a country that wants to protect its 
economy, these measures are minimum-reform measures, such as banning dealings 
in foreign currency except through the banks. But because the government 
adopted such a measure, all hell broke loose and the import mafia got mad, thus 
forcing the government to back down. I am a politician and I cannot speak of 
socialism when our dependence on the outside world is growing. I cannot speak 
of socialism when social justice is completely missing. When I call for 

social justice, I move a step forward in the direction of socialism, not retreat. 


[Question] In case there are no just economic and social measures and in case 
Egypt's crisis concerning the Palestinian issue continues, what will the fate 
of domestic democracy be? 


[Answer] The future of democracy will be very bleak and democracy will 
continue to be within the bounds of appearances, meaning that there will be 
opposition papers talking but achieving no results. The elections, which are 
the true criterion of democracy, will continue to be in their present form. 
The National Party will continue to control government affairs with the 
mentality of a single totalitarian party. We here in Egypt have agreed to 
achieve democracy in the liberal Western method. This method demands free 
elections and a free press. We do not plan to develop internal conditions with 
violence. We anticipated good things when Mubarak assumed power. But when he 
was put to the test in the elections, the outcome was what everybody knows. 
The elections were rigged to exclude the political forces, the opposition 
parties, and the popular groups from participation in the decisionmaking. 


[Question] Your papers say whatever they wish without censorship and without 
persecution. 


[Answer] This is not enough. It is not right for democracy to be confined 


just to the freedom of the opposition papers. Without a socio-economic support, 
this freedom is meaningless, especially in the face of the enormous official 
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propaganda machine. But this situation will never push us to subject the 
experiment to questioning that may nullify it. We are in an ongoing battle 
and we gain ground every day. Conveying our voice to the masses through the 
press or through popular conferences is a gain we plan to preserve and develop. 
What is said about us abroad, namely that we have turned into propaganda podiums, 
does not worry us. The ideal situation does not exist ari we must struggle 

to create it. The criticism leveled against us these days reminds me of what 
used to be said in the king's days. Many people faulted the political parties 
for agreeing to exist democratically under the monarchy's umbrella. Those 
people ridiculed the situation, saying: "Democracy under the umbrella of 
graft, the palace, and the British?" But a review of Egypt's history in that 
period and of the events Egypt faced makes us ask: "How would the conditions 
have been under the umbrella of the king and of the British if there hadn't 
been a degree of democracy and freedom?" The parcies, through their struggle 
with the British and the palace, were able to prevent greater deterioration and 
a greater squandering of the national cause. 


[Question] But President Mubarak and the National Democratic Party do not 
await your opinion to take a position, be it domestic or external. 


[Answer] Just our presence and our loud voice make the government pause and 
think long before embarking on any measure. Our presence is very essential 
and is a safety valve. The Egyptian national movement is a very strong move- 
ment. Historically, it has borne social dimensions which ‘Abd-al-Nasir 
established and entrenched in the form of accomplishments. This is why this 
movement has had an effective role in the normalization issue. The national 
movement has actually been able to obstruct normalization, despite the polit- 
ical agreement, by urging the masses to boycott Israeli goods. The trade 
exchange with Israel in the past few years is much smaller than Israel's 
trade with Lebanon. As a party, we began to oppose the Camp David accord by 
ourselves. Then the Labor Party, al-Wafd Party, and numerous national figures 
joined us. 


[Question] Let us talk about the Grouping Party. A lot is said about it. To 
some people, it is the party of a radical minority that does not understand the 
real situation of Egyptian society. To others, it is a grouping that sways 

with struggles and conflicts. To its members and supporters, it is the only 
healthy phenomenon in Egyptian society. How are the Grouping Party's conditions? 


[Answer] I will not revile and will not dwell on answering criticism. But I 
wish to stress an important issue, namely that open and legal political 
action--which is the path we have chosen—in Egypt is a real venture that 
requires a lot of courage and sacrifices. A person who elects to be a Grouping 
member must not expect to be promoted if he is a university professor, must 
expect abundant troubles if he is a journalist, and must not expect a brilliant 
future in his job if ie is a civil servant. Consequently, membership in the 
party is selective. Orly those who put their destiny and future on one scale 
and their faith in theii- principles and ideas on the other scale cume to us. 
This is my reply to those who say that we are small in number. From the time 
the party was founded and until now, we have waged numerous important battles, 
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the most ferocious of which was against al-Sadat, and we have emerged from them 
unscathed. This is what dictated that Mubarak reach an understanding with us 
as political forces present in the Egyptian arena. I do not claim that we 
represent the entire left. But we do represent a significant sector of the 
left. The party includes Nasirists, Marxists, and an enlightened religious 
current. We represent the most important leftist sector in Egypt. We strug- 
gle at the popular level and in the open. We present our opinions and we are 
heard. The task of those operating secretly might be easier. However, the 
phenomenon of political action generally has not attracted more than 3-4 per- 
cent of the population. We waged the 1984 elections and emerged with good 
results. 


[Question] But you did not win any seat in the People's Assembly. 


[Answer] Because the election game was not impartial. What we gained in the 
elections is that we were able to convey our voice to the masses and to 
mobilize them. All the currents in the party took a united position behind the 
list we proposed. : 


[Question] What is the true nature of the struggle between the various 
currents: between the Marxists and the Nasirists and between the Nasirists 
and others? 


[Answer] A party living without struggle is a dead party. Every party 
experiences an internal struggle. 


‘Question] Is it a healthy struggle? 


[Answer] Totally healthy. It is a struggle to express different opinions and 
different viewpoints. On the occasion, the struggle is not necessarily between 
Marxist and nationalist or Marxist and Nasirist. It could be between the 
Nasirists themselves or the Marxists themselves. 


[Question] Are you a party or a front? 

[Answer] We are a party in every sense of the word. We have our political 
program to which all adhere. We are organizationally united. There is no 
independence for the currents. 

[Question] Have you surpassed the danger of splits and divisions? 

[Answer] Ten years have passed since the party was founded. So far, no 
currents have broken away from it as currents. Individuals have left the 
party. When Yahya al-Jamal, for example, left the party, those who debated 


and answered him were the nationalists themselves. 


[Question] Now that 10 years have passed, do you think that what the Grouping 
Party has accomplished is enough? 
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[Answer] We have waged all the national battles facing us and we have been 
able to establish new traditions in Egyptian political life. For example, we 
have stirred the Egyptian man-in-the-street, we have established the base of 
defending human rights, and we have curtailed the traditional assault on the 
left from those around us. 


But when discussing what the party has or has not accomplished, we must also 
study the objective circumstances engulfing us. Our material resources are 
very meager. The donations we have been receiving in recent years no longer 
have their past impact because of inflation. The Arab press ridicules us and 
says that we do not represent a majority in the Egyptian street. This is 
untrue, untrue. We were able to stir the Egyptian street in September 1984. 


[Question] There has been abundant talk about Egypt's return to Arab action. 
Every time this issue is raised, sensitivities and anxieties are aroused. 

The regional logic is growing stronger and the isolationist forces inside 
Egypt itself are growing stronger. How do you view this situation? 


[Answer] For Egypt to return to the Arab action, there has to be a practical 
plan. I have proposed in the National Dialogue Page of AL-AHRAM this plan: 
Let the Arabs consider the Fez summit resolutions the basic resolutions. To 
achieve them, let an Arab defense council, for example, with the objective of 
fighting the U.S.-Israeli influence at the same time be formed. Consequently, 
let Egypt be invited to participate. Thus, Fez will be put at the top. In 
principle, Egypt accepts the Fez resolutions and accepts the international 
conference. Is it unlikely that it will participate and change the balance 
of power in its favor? If it can do this, then it is good. But it is 
unreasonable for Egypt to wait for an Arab consensus to abolish the Baghdad 
resolutions. If Egypt agrees to work on the basis of Fez and of the inter- 
national conference, it will have practically surpassed the Camp David accord. 
It is my opinion that Egypt benefited greatly when it invited Abu ‘Ammar and 
when it stressed that there can be no solution without the PLO. But to imagine 
that this position will lead to backing down on the Arab League resolution is 
to oversimplify. When we decided to oppose Camp David, our objective was to 
blockade it so that its sphere may not expand. We wanted to confine it to 
Egypt. The Arab countries decided to besiege it by boycotting Egypt. This 

is their viewpoint. When King Husayn restored relations with Egypt, we did not 
oppose the step because he said that restoration of relations does not mean 
approving Camp David. In any case, as a party, I am not against relations 
between the Arab countries and Egypt. This is a matter to be decided by the 
governments. All I am interested in is that relations between the Egyptian 
people and the Arab peoples remain uninterrupted. 


[Question] Do I understand from this that Camp David has become a fait 
accompli? 


[Answer] It is a fait accompli as an agreement. As for the approach, the 
more strongly it is blockaded, the quicker it will end and die. If a compre- 
hensive solution is achieved for the Palestinian issue, the agreement with 
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Egypt is destined to vanish. However, Camp David can be abolished practically 
only with an economic structure and intrinsic Arab strength. If you dive into 
the hearts of Egyptian officials, you would realize that they are all convinced 
that Camp David is a shackle on Egypt. But how can this shackle be broken 

and eliminated? If it is abolished in the absence of a balance of forces, 

it will lead to this and that. If better objective conditions are created, 
with Egypt positively, contributing to their creation, then Camp David may 
become just an agreement concluded and forgotten. 


8494/12851 
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ISRAEL 


CONDITIONS IN REFUGEE CAMPS DESCRIBED AS DEPLORABLE 
Conditions in Jabaliya Camp 
Jerusalem AL-~BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic 27 Sep 86 pp 32-33 


[Article by Ibrahim Musa: "Jabaliya Camp, In Danger Of Being Gradually Wiped 
Out" 


[Text] This camp is located north of the village of Jabaliya, 2.5 kilometers 
from the Mediterranean, 4 kilometers north of the truce line, 3 kilometers 
from Gaza, and is bounded on the north-west by the village of Bayt Lahiya. 
Jabaliya Camp is one of the largest refugee camps in the Gaza Strip and in 
the five refugee settlement areas, since its population is about 70,000, or 
approximately 18 percent of all the refugees in the Gaza Strip. In their 
search for the security which was provided by the Egyptian forces who entered 
Palestine and massed in the Gaza Strip, and in the hope that they would re- 
turn, the refugees set up a tent camp, and then built sheet metal shanties, 
after having left their possessions, money and livelihoods. 


As the problem got worse and no quick solution was found, the United Nations 
decided in 1950 to set up its relief and works agency for the Palestinian ref- 
ugees until such time as their problem would be solved and they could return 
to their homes. The agency investigated their conditions, assured them stab- 
ility, and helped them create a refuge. Thus were established the camps, in- 
cluding the 448-dunum Jabaliya Camp, which allocated one 9 square meter room 
for every three persons. The situation in the camp remained thus until the 
1967 occupation, after which the camp entered a totally new phase. 


Most of the camp's residents are from the coastal villages and towns of the 
Gaza Strip, such as Jaffa, Ashdod, al-Majdal, Yabna, Simsim, al-Musmih, Damra, 
Harbiya, Dayr Snayd, and al-Faluja. The banding together of families has been 
the greatest contributer to the camp's overcrowding ever since it was set up. 
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Public Health In the Camp 


The United Nations Relief and Works Agency [UNRWA] looked after the refugees' 
health prior to the 1967 occupation. Hospitals were free, and environmental 
concern was greater than it is today. In the past, health inspectors fought 
epidemics and insects and conducted medical examinations in the towns and vil- 
lages. However, all this has now disappeared, and anyone who visits Jabaliya 
Camp and comes near the Abu~Rashid pond, in which sewage water collects, will 
see just how bad the health situation is in the camp; the stench can be smell- 
ed tens of meters away. Mosquitos and other insects swarm around the refugees’ 
cots and the open drainage ditches surrounding the houses on all sides. It 

is rumored that the pond will be filled in, with help from one of the organ- 
izations, but before doing so some thought must be given to a sewage drain- 
age plan--something which cannot be expected any time soon. As for garbage, 
there is only one garbage collection truck, which is inadequate for the resi- 
dents' needs, and therefore garbage and rubbish piles up on the ground around 
the garbage collection points. 


Most of the refugees have intestinal worms. The camp has two maternity and 
infant care centers, each of which are open only one day a week. Only 60 
percent of the camp's population required to join the health insurance pro- 
gram have done so, only because they work inside the Green Line. As the eco- 
nomic situation has deteriorated, the health situation has gotten worse, be- 
cause of malnutrition and the spread of chronic and work-related diseases. 
Scores of families have lost their family provider, or one of their children 
has been injured in traffic accidents inside the Green Line or on the job. 
Those who don't have any health insurance are treated at the Arab al~Ahli 
Hospital. 


Relief Services For the Camp's Residents 


UNRWA's prime concern was to provide aid to the refugees to help them overcome 
their difficulties, and to provide shelter and oasic needs such as food and 
clothing. However, this did not last long. Even though the agency justified 
the reduction in its services on the basis that the UN General Assembly's 
member states were not giving the agency the contributions which would help 

it continue its services, the level of services declined to an unacceptable 
level. In fact, all types of relief services were halted in 1982, on the 
pretext that they were being diverted to the refugees in Lebanon. After pains- 
taking social research and investigation, some services for extreme hardship 
cases were resumed. 


Education In the Camp 


The refugees have depended on education after losing their lands, homes, 
possessions and means of livelihood, and in the Gulf countries this has given 
them the chance to improve their economic circumstances. The following fig- 
ures show the number of preparatory and elementary school students in the 
camp as of the end of last year. 


26 








1. Boys' elementary schools: Jabaliya Elementary A, 711 students; Jabaliya 
Elementary B, 544 students; Jabaliya Elementary C, 710 students; Jabaliya 
Elementary E, 514 students; Jabaliya Elementary F, 469 students; Ibn-Rashid 
Elementary, 807 students; al-Ayyubiyah, 514 students; making a total of 
4,269 students. 


2. Girls’ elementary schools: Jabaliya Elementary B, 649 students; Jabaliya 
Elementary C, 752 students; Jabaliya Elementary D, 621 students; Jabaliya 
Elementary E, 744 students; making a total of 2,766 students. 


3. Boys' preparatory schools: Jabaliya Preparatory A, 612 students; Jabaliya 
Preparatory B, 639 students; Jabaliya Preparatory C, 836 students; making a 
total of 2,087 students. 


4. Girls' preparatory schools: Jabaliya Preparatory A, 621 students; Jabal- 
iya Preparatory B, 599 students; Jabaliya Preparatory C, 773 students; making 
a total of 2,003 students. 


In the elementary stage, there are 7,035 boy and girl students, while in the 
preparatory stage there are 4,090 boy and girl students. 


Just by comparing the numbers of students, we can see that the number of prep- 
aratory students is about half that of the elementary students. We can also 
see that there are more boys than girls in both stages of education. The rea- 
son for this is that many students drop out of school as soon as they are 
able to work, in order to help their families. As for the girls, there is 
only a slight difference between the number of girls in the elementary and in 
the preparatory stages. These figures prove that the refugees’ educational 
and economic circumstances are deteriorating. Secondary education is super- 
vised by the Education Directorate, and there are two secondary schools in 

the camp, one for boys and the other for girls. The boy's school is for 
science students from Jabaliya Camp and the surrounding villages, and has 

only 1,000 students. The girls‘ school also has about 1,000 students. Liber- 
al arts are taught at the Agriculture School in the village of Bayt Hanun. 
Students at this school have severe problems, since they have to come to 
school on foot or on bicycle, and conditions are very bad in the winter. The 
camp also has a kindergarten which UNRWA left to the Quakers to supervise. 

The 140 kindergarteners suffer from a lack of water and shelter from the sum- 
mer's heat and the winter's cold. The kindergarten also lacks enough play- 
ground equipment for the children. 


Housing 


The refugees living in the camp have had to make several moves since they 
left their homeland, from tent camp to shanty town and then to houses built 
by the relief agency. After the Israelis occupied the Gaza Strip, some houses 
were destroyed during the 1967 war. After that, 227 dwellings were torn down 
because a family member had taken part in an operation against the occupation 
forces. Also, more than 3,616 dwellings were torn down to widen the streets 
in the camp, and their occupants were relocated to al-‘Arish or sent to live 
with relatives, as part of Sharon's 1971 plan to reduce overcrowding in the 
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camp. After that, the refugees were scattered here and there, and the streets 
in the camp became 35 to 40 meters wide. Even though the refugees had been 
relocated to al-'Arish, they came back in even greater numbers, and thus new 
housing projects appeared. Jabaliya Camp was assigned the Bayt Lahiya A and 

B housing projects. As for the special project in Tall al-Za'tar, the circum- 
stances of those refugees who bought land at their own expense differed from 
those of the owners of the projects. Some 697 families were moved into hous- 
ing projects under unfair terms, including having to give up their refugee 
supply card. The initial term of the lease was nine and a half years, and if 
minerals were found underground the owner would lose his ownership and his 
right to sell or bequeath the property. The roofs of the houses are at the 
army's disposal, and in some areas no building can be taller than 6 meters. 
Also, many blank forms had to be signed. From 1967 to 1971, more than 300 
young men were martyred in the camp, which at the time was called Tahrir Camp. 


At present the camp is being constantly demolished, not a day passing without 
a house being torn down, even though from 1971 to 1980 the refugees changed 
many homes from tents to tar paper, at great expense. Blocks S and X of the 
camp have been demolished, and the authorities used vicious means to pressure 
the refugees to move to the housing projects. Bulldozers have filled in some 
streets to the point where they are higher than the roofs of the houses. In 
other places the sand has been scraped away, leaving some houses hanging in 
the air and liable to collapse. Anyone visiting the roads in the northern 
part of the camp will see the ongoing demolition and destruction of refugees' 
buildings, right next to the housing where they have been resettled. He will 
see that some of those who were moved to the housing projects are still living 
in tar paper houses, since there is nothing to gain, and money to lose, from 
moving. Each address in the projects has only 125 square meters, and these 
projects are subject to the Bayt Lahiya village council. 


The Camp's Economy 


Prior to 1967, the refugees relied on agricultural work, handicrafts such as 
weaving, and other trades such as fishing. They also depended on their chil- 
dren's jobs outside the camp and the aid provided to them. Each morning, 

more than 10,000 workers would go to work inside the Green Line. But now the 
camp's inhabitants suffer from reduced income and increased taxes, and subsist 
on health insurance allowances. This has led to widespread stagnation in the 
camp, with activity coming to a standstill. The refugees are suffering from 
these deteriorating economic circumstances, as well as from all kinds of 
pressure from the authorities. 


"Ayn al-Sultan Camp 
Jerusalem AL-BAYADIR AL-SIYASI in Arabic 27 Sep 86 p 42 
[Article by Khalid 'Ammar: "The ‘Ayn al-Sultan Camp at Jericho"] 
[Text] ‘Ayn al-Sultan Camp is located west of Ariha School, 3 kilometers from 


the center of town. The camp has an unforgettable history, since it was estab- 
lished to accomodate our Palestinian people who were expelled in the 1948 war. 
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At that time, 20,000 people from various parts of Palestine, particularly 
Lod, Jaffa, Haifa and al-Ramlah, who had left their land and possessions be- 
hind, were living in the camp. 


In 1967 there was a mass exodus from the ‘Ayn al-Sultan camp because of the 
war, which displaced most of the Palestinian refugees living in the camps 
around Jericho. Today only a few thousand Palestinian refugees live in the 
camp. Even so, the relief agency is using every possible means to expel the 
camp's residents. In addition to these attempts at expulsion, the camp's in- 
habitants are suffering from many other problems. 


Drinking water 


The residents complain of a drinking water problem which is virtually life- 
threatening. There is water for only one hour a day, mostly under very weak 
pressure, which leaves the inhabitants without water all night long. The 
people who live in the camp say that they have appealed to the relief agency's 
head office to solve this problem, which has lasted for more than 3 years, 

but there has been no sign of life. 


Electricity 


To this day, the residents have no electricity. A year ago the Arab Jerusalem 
Electricity Company overhauled the grid and set up poles, and it only remained 
to bring in the current. But the Israeli authorities pulled up the poles and 
did not allow electricity to be brought in, even though all the other areas 
around the town have electricity. The reasons behind this unjust decision 

are unknown. The inhabitants speak of the hardships and difficulties they 
face because of the lack of electricity, particularly at night and on hot days. 


The Health Situation 


From the health standpoint, the residents complain about the lack of needed 
medicines, which presumably were to be supplied by UNRWA. Usually, the inhab- 
itants buy medicines from the public pharmacies, at prices they especially 
cannot afford because of our people's poor, difficult economic circumstances. 


In Closing 


These are just some of the problems facing our people in the ‘Ayn al-Sultan 
Camp; such problems are an inseparable part of our just cause which our peo- 
ple and the world is trying to solve. We appeal to the officials, and UNRWA 
in particular, to try to solve these problems which are threatening all facets 
of the lives of the camp's residents. 


8559 
CSO: 4404/49 
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ISRAEL 


HEAD OF TULKARM CHAMBER OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY INTERVIEWED 
Jerusalem AL-NAHAR in Arabic 17 Oct 86 p 10 
[Interview with Badi' Qa'dan; date and place not specified] 


[Text] AL-NAHAR invited to appear as its guest in this issue, Badi' Qa'dan, 
a well-known businessman and farmer who has been president of the Tulkarm 
Chamber of Commerce and Industry (CCI) since the recent death of its former 
president, the late Fathi Mahmud al-Dadu. By his death the city of Tulkarm 
lost one of its most prominent men and sons who labored long in the fields 
of public service and general welfare quietly and without publicity. 


In his office in the CCI building, Badi' Qa'dan received our representative 
who, after congratulating him on his new post, asked a number of questions 
mostly dealing both with the tasks of the CCI and the services that it renders 
the city's merchants and industrialists and with agricultural, marketing, 

and financial matters. Here is the text of the interview: 


Q: What is your opinion of the economy today, especially the local commercial 
market? 


Simply Awful! 


A: The current economic conditions are considered very bad. There is a 
definite recession in Tulkarm and in the other occupied West Bank towns and 
villages. I know that many merchants and other businessmen have closed their 
shops and that many others are watching the situation in the hope that busi- 
ness will pick up before they too have to close. They are in an awful situa- 
tion. 


I can summarize the recession and closings--the business crisis--in a few 
words. One of the most important factors is that the merchants in Tulkarm 
and all the West Bank towns make between 1 and 10 percent profit, a very low 
rate compared with that in the world and Arab markets in general. Their 
profit barely covers wages, rent, and licenses. This is in addition to the 
various fees they have to pay, and especially taxes of all kinds. Hence, 
businessmen can now be described as workers in commercial establishments who 
get paid for their daily work and not as businessmen in the true sense of the 
word. 
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Moreover, it has arisen from trade with [Israel to which we have no alternative. 
Since we do not have a direct agent or importer, the merchants have to obtain 
their goods from third or even fourth parties. 


The absence of Arab banks or institutions to support businessmen with long- 
term, low-interest loans is another factor contributing to the recession. 
The doors are closed to those needing such Loans. 


I must point out here that the failure and collapse of the agricultural and 
livestock sector has had a very great impact on the business sector, its slump, 
and the current level of stagnation and recession. 


There are many other things that have had a direct negative and injurious 
effect on the commercial markets. [n combination they led ultimately to the 
creation of this difficult economic climate in Tulkarm and other occupied West 
Bank towns and villages. They gradually brought us to the stagnant economic 
situation that everybody is complaining about and suffering from. Among the 
most important causes of the stagnation are: 


1. The adverse effect of [sraeli products and market on West Bank products 

and market, i.e., our agricultural and manufactured products. Then too there 
has been a failure to sell West Bank agricultural products in foreign countries, 
which naturally impacts the West Bank economies, adversely influences the com- 
mercial sector and, to the same extent, industry as well. 


2. The agricultural sector is suffering from the high prices of seeds, 
agricultural chemicals, tools, and equipment. 


3. The lack of “organized marketing" of West Bank farm products abroad due 
to surpluses--the biggest problem of all. 


4. The absence of plants for agricultural production, i.e., processing plants 
(e.g., for tomato juice and pickled vegetables) and advance guarantees for the 
sale of this production in the Arab market, although agriculture is the main- 
stay in the lives of the Palestinian people. 


5. The absence of any incentives for farmers, e.g., the availability of long- 
term loans at low interest rates, as is the case in all countries of the 
world. We recently learned of the plan to open a branch of the Catro-Amman 
bank in Nablus and then in other West Bank towns. We were invited to attend 
the opening of the Nablus branch. That would be fine if it means assistance 
and making adequate loans available to farmers on reasonable and acceptable 
terms. 


Moreover, we Palestinians are skilled farmers. Farming is an important pil- 
lar of our economy. I implore and urge everyone to pay more attention to 
agricultural affairs and return in service of the tree of blessing as in the 
previous age. 
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Q: So much for farmers and farming. What is the position of the CCI on taxes? 


A: To answer your question would take many pages, but I can summarize the 
problem in the following way. 


Exemptions 


The Tulkarm CCI got in touch with the authorities concerned with taxes, 
especially the income tax. They responded to our request and listened to our 
opinion. We then asked those businessmen who owe income tax to present their 
objections and to do so through the chamber which undertook, in turn, to ar- 
range for and hold a series of meetings with the director of the Tulkarm reve- 
nue service. This was after the competent authorities agreed to this. As a 
result of its continuous efforts, the chamber succeeded in having the tax rate 
lowered for some 300 businessmen who settled with the revenue service. This 
number does not include about 500 individuals who were totally exempted from 
paying taxes. 


The other objectors had their tax rate lowered by 50 to 80 percent because 
the chamber was convinced of their poor financial condition, and they really 
deserved the amount of relief they obtained. 


Stragglers From the Prosecution 


I am referring here to a number of businessmen whom the chamber informed of 
the need for them to come to the offices of the revenue service to consider 
their objections to the tax rate, but they neglected to show up. We were 
therefore unable to help them because they failed to appear for the audit and 
inquiry. 


The 10 Percent Tax 


It is generally known that the authorities levied a 10 percent tax on owners 
of commercial rental properties. The CCI undertook on its premises in the 
West Bank to bring to the attention of the courts the opposition raised to 
the imposition of this tax. As a result, the decision was rescinded. 


Tasks of the CCI 


Q: What are the tasks of your chamber and the services it provides for the 
city and its businessmen? 


A: The CCI works mainly to solve the problems that confront businessmen such 
as tax matters, disputes that arise between some of them, and preparation of 
a trade guide and "commercial catalogues" for all importers and industrialists 
in a number of countries. 
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The CCI provides night watchmen for all the business establishments and mar- 
kets. It also carries on many humanitarian activities, e.g., offering candies 
to prison inmates, a tradition of the chamber's since 1970. 


Marketing Associations 


Before the creation of agricultural marketing associations in various dis- 
tricts, the CCI handled the job of facilitating the marketing of agricultural 
products and issuing certificates of origin to farmers desirous of shipping 
their produce outside the West Bank to Jordan and from there to the Gulf and 
other countries. 


Sources of the CCI's Income 
Q: What sources of income does the Tulkarm CCI have? 
A: First, annual membership dues that the merchants and manufacturers pay to 


our treasury. These individuals are treated alike according to the amount of 
capital each possesses. 





Second, rental income from the real estate that it owns, e.g., the post office 
and finance buildings, meeting place of trade unions, business offices, and 
commercial establishments owned by the CCL, as [ already mentioned. 


Third, fees for certifying passport transactions, with the CCI inviting as its 
guest the authorized passport agent in the Tulkarm District. 





Fourth, fees for certifying a number of private and public agencies, a task 
that was entrusted to it after the May 1967 war. The CCI also collects fees 
for verifying caution money, depending on the capacity of the guardians of the 
students matriculating at foreign universities. These are seasonal trans- 
actions. 


Q: Finally, I should like you to give the readers of AL-NAHAR some idea of 
the administrative and functional structure of the CCL. 


A: Good! The Tulkarm CCI has an administrative board consisting of eight 
members, namely: 


Badi' Qa'dan, president 

Husni Saqr Muhna', vice president 

Ibrahim al-Sa'id, assistant vice president 
Fathi Mabruk, permanent secretary 

"Abd al-Halim Dhiyab, treasurer 

Zuhdi Sharim, member 

Mustafa 'Iwad, member 

"Isam Hasan Muhsin, member 


OND UW & WDM 
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The CCI also employs management and clerical personnel. 


- Na‘im Salim al-Karami, manager 

- Munir Mansur, accountant 

. Sana' Mabruk, secretary 

. Fida" Husni Abu al-Hasan, typist 
. Na‘ilah Salim Badir, typist 

- Two correspondents 


NUS Whe 


These individuals are paid by the treasurer's office. 


I should like to conclude this interview by sending greetings to the editorial 
staff of AL-NAHAR and my sincere thanks and appreciation for the leadership 
displayed by the press.... 


[Box on p 10] 

Badi* Qa‘dan was born in al-Jarushiyah (Tulkarm) in 1935. He received his 
elementary education first in Shuwaykah school and then in al-Fadiliyah school. 
He returned to the village of Hanunah through the Mandelbaum Gate to join his 
father. 


He was unable to continue his scientific studies because of his return to 
Hanunah. 


He returned to al-Jarushiyah, his birthplace, in 1953. 

He engaged in trade and farming and still carries on these activities. 

In 1973 he started the first Arab plant nursery in the West Bank on a very 
high level using new and progressive methods to produce a great variety of 
vegetable seedlings. 


He is now president of the Tulkarm Chamber of Commerce and Industry. 


5214/6662 
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LEBANON 


MILITANT ISLAMIC LEADER DESCRIBES STRATEGY FOR SOUTH 
Kuwait AL-MUJTAMA' in Arabic 21 Oct 86 pp 18-21 


[Interview with Sidon religious leader Muharram 'Arifi: "Shaykh Muharram 
‘Arifi to AL-MUJTAMA': We Entered the Fighting on the Basis of an Islam 
Which Was Oriented to Holy War") 


[Text] Shaykh Muhammad al-'Arifi is one of the most prominent symbols of the 
Islamic resistance in Sidon and the south. He is the imam of the Battah 
mosque in old Sidon, a mosque which has produced devout, fighting men, "in- 
cluding ones who have died, ones who are waiting to and ones who have made 
great sacrifices." 


The Israeli forces imprisoned him during their occupation of the south be- 
cause of his incitement of resistance to the occupying force and because of 
his connection in faith with a number of resistance martyrs and heroes. When 
he was put in the Ansar camp he had a pioneering role in leading and direct- 
ing the young people in his prison. 


The Zionist forces moved him to the Atlit prison in occupied Palestine to 
send him away from the young people, then soon released him after their 
final withdrawal from the Sidon region. He went back to his city and his 
mosque and headed up the Islamic front. 


AL—MUJTAMA' met with Shaykh al-'Arifi at his home and held a conversation 
with him about a number of issues which have been raised on the Lebanese 
stage. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the status of the Islamic resistance 4 years 
after the Jewish invasion? 


[Answer] In the name of God the all-merciful and compassionate, the Islamic 
resistance during these 4 years realized numerous great achievements consid- 
ering its age and its resources, and in spite of all the pressures put upon 
it and the obstacles laid in its path. The most important of these achieve- 
ments the resistance realized was the psychological victory over the vi- 
cious, evil enemy, the unmasking of its weak points before the Islamic awak- 
ening and the world and the dispelling of the illusions which had been woven 
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about it to the effect that it was a country which could not be defeated. 
This victory stresses most clearly and realistically that launching holy war 
through the Islamic faith, its plan and its goals can cause the enemy confu- 
sion, terrify him and realize some partial victories against him -- how then 
would it be if this launching was part of a world-wide Islamic orientation 
seeking shelter in the care and contentment of God? 


Proceeding from this premise, we can say that the status of the Islamic 
resistance during this stage of holy war is directed toward the real 
sorting-out of the forces which entered the arena of resistance through 
frameworks with limited horizons and were in general characterized by a na- 
tionalistic nature from the forces which entered this arena on the basis of 
a worldwide Islam of holy war which had the objective of incorporating all 
fighting Islamic forces of various beliefs and nations for the sake of libe- 
rating Moslems, people and all usurped territories from the noose of the 
Zionists and tyrants. 


As the Islamic resistance performs this sacred duty, it has taken its firm 
decision not to enter into the arena of cheap propaganda competition or to 
be led into side struggles which are still to this moment paying the bills 
of the blessed blood of the faith on a daily basis as they are facing the 
killers of prophets, transgressors against the missions of heaven and people 
who are trampling our glorious Jerusalem underfoot. Our hope in God is great 
that he will be so gracious as to provide the Islamic resistance with sin- 
cere worldwide Islamic support and backing so that the right may receive its 
just due, justice may be returned to its pulpit and our people may return to 
their Jerusalem and their territory. God told the truth when he said, "We 
have sent prophets before you to their people and they broght them state- 
ments, we have taken vengeance against those who have committed crimes, and 
that was a duty incumbent on us, to help the believers" (Chapter of the 
Greeks, 47). 


[Question] There is talk sbout security arrangements which are being made 
for southern Lebanon. What is the Islamic position on these arrangements? 


[Answer] The movement of the tyrannical countries, headed by America, to 
defend the Zionists and their crimes and encircle the Islamic resistance by 
what is called "security arrangements" -- this game of military security 
policy which will provide security neither for the Zionist enemy nor its 
agents in the region is not strange. However, we most frankly state that the 
premises and goals of this evil game have been exposed to the point where 
these masses who have drawn their inspiration from their lord are no longer 
in the control of the chess pieces -- the lord who guided them to their 
glory and good in the world and the hereafter when he said, 


"Go forth, light and heavy! Struggle for the sake of God with your possess- 
ion and your selves; that is better for you, did you know" (the Chapter of 
Repentance, 41). 


[Question] Opinions over Resolution 425 range from supporters to opponents. 
What is the position of the adherents of Islam over this resolution and what 
is the extent of its effect on the plan of the Islamic resistance? 
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[Answer] Talking about Resolution 425, which was issued by an international 
body that is dominated by the tyrannical countries, leads us directly to 
talk about the Islamic view as God wishes it and as the prophet, on whom be 
God's prayers and peace, and his good companions stated it. The narrow na- 
tional view which colonialism has implanted in the spirits of our people and 
our territory -- and the most nationalistic of people aspire only to live on 
land whose borders colonialism drew up and in which it placed restrictions 
on them -- is an integral part of the colonial game whose characteristics 
were painted in the Sykes-Picot agreement and other unjust agreements. 


As for the Islamic view, that has been derived from his almighty statement, 
"Tell the unbelievers, if they end, he will forgive them for what is past, 

and if they revert, the customs of the ancients will be gone!" (Chapter of 

the Spoils, 38). 


"Fight them, till there is no dissension and all religion is God's. If they 
end, then surely God sees the things they do" (Chapter of the Spoils, 39). 


"But if they turn away, know that God is your protector -- an excellent 
protector, an excellent helper" (Chapter of the Spoils, 40). 


Therefore the Islamic resistance has declared most clearly and plainly its 
rejection of this resolution, and other unfair resolutions, especially those 
which have the goal of turning the Arab and Islamic world, including Leba- 
non, into a "first line for the defense of the Zionist entity" which has 
occupied our territory, trodden our Jerusalem underfoot and dispossessed our 
people. Therefore, we tell the American administration and the tyrannical 
countries supporting this resolution, which arose from their sleep 8 years 
after its issuance, that our struggle with the Jews, their agents, and ev- 
eryone who wants to deprive us of our Jerusalem and our freedom will contin- 
ue to go on until victory or martyrdom. By the way, we might remind our- 
selves and all Moslems in the world of the statement by the giant of the 
heavens and earth: 


"Fight for the sake of God against those who fight with you, but do not 
commit aggression. God does not love the aggressors. Kill them wherever you 
come upon them and drive them out of where they have driven you out. Dissen- 
sion is more grievous than killing" (Chapter of the Cow, 191). 


[Question] There is talk about dangers that are threatening the Palestinian 
presence on the territory of the south. What is the extent of truth in these 
statements, and what are the dangers that are facing Palestinian action to- 
day in Lebanon? 


[Answer] The Zionist entity and the countries which support it are moving 
forcefully and violently, militarily, politically and in the media to elimi- 
nate all armed fighting men who are striving for the liberation of our ter- 
ritory, for which God has given blessings, including the Palestinian fight- 
ing men who some day might constitute a real threat to the Zionist entity if 
they commit themselves to the combative policy of Islam. To this end, the 
colonial countries and the Zionists, the "chess pieces," have moved domesti- 
cally to inflame civil wars among the Lebanese on the one hand and between 
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the Lebanese and the Palestinians on the other. This war most viciously rep- 
resents the Zionist response to their defeat on Lebanese soil, and that is 
what all the fighting groups spoke about when they said, "Only the Zionist 
enemy benefits from these battles." Therefore we do not rule out the process 
of touching off these flaming battles once again in order to drive the Pal- 
estinians into exile in the north, toward Sidon or Beirut, which will be 
matched by driving out the people of the suburbs and bringing them to the 
south or driving out some villages surrounding Sidon. The recent events of 
the al-Rashidiyah camp are only the best proof of what we are saying. 


The objective in all this is to distract these various people with base side 
struggles, neutralize the achievements of the Islamic resistance and frag- 
ment the arena on which they are acting and from which they are setting 
forth to fight the enemy. The great danger which threatens the Moslem Pales- 
tinian people at this stage is that their leadership be alienated from Islam 
and they be enlisted in treasonous plans of capitulation, and we therefore 
urge our Palestinian Moslem people to return to their genuine nature and 
enlist in the ranks of the Islamic resistance, so that their belief, their 
policy and their watchword will be the statement of almighty glorious God: 
"Fight them and God will chastise them by your hand and degrade them, and he 
will side with you against them and bring healing to the hearts of a people 
who believe" (Chapter of Repentance, 14). 


[Question] A group of serious political contradictions has recently become 
apparent on the Sidon stage. What is the position of the adherents of Islam 
and their standing on these contradictions? 


[Answer] The people who are committed to the Islamic policy of holy war in 
this city have declared since the first days they launched the holy war 
their absolute rejection and extreme condemnation of all struggles founded 
on the basis of the sharing of booty or things plundered from others when 
opportunities are ripe, because they view this blessed city as an Islamic 
place which must remain a point of takeoff for people fighting in holy war 
for the sake of God to realize the lofty Islamic goals for whose sake Jamal 
Hibal, Mahmud Zahrah, Muhammad 'Ali al-Sharif, Nazih al-Qubrusulli, Bashir 
al-Athab, Ahmad Baghdadi and other pious holy warriors met their martyrdom. 


Therefore it would be a major crime for this city to become turned into a 
"local plan" which will supplement the other small plans based on Lebanese 
territory! 


Therefore, the Islamic resistance is exerting its effort and working sin- 
cerely to spare the city any local or foreign contradictions which might 

alienate this city from the arena of combat with the Zionists or harm its 
pioneering role in resisting and standing up to the arrogant Jewish enemy. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the Islamic situation in the south in general 
and Sidon in particular? 


[Answer] The Islamic awakening does not grow, and will not grow, in isola- 


tion from an important central Islamic cause through which it acts, and the 
most important of the central issues in this period is the establishment of 
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God's rule on earth, holy war against the Jews and colonialists and the 
liberation of man, the land and sacred properties. 


Therefore, we observe that the Islamic awakening in Sidon and the south is 
oriented toward implanting a firm, genuine, deep-rooted policy for realizing 
these lofty goals. The painful blows which the Islamic resistance has landed 
on the enemy this month are the greatest proof of that. 


[Question] Twelve years of the Lebanese crisis have elapsed. Do you consider 
that the start of a solution is starting to appear on the horizon in the 
course of the latest rounds of discussion? 


[Answer] While we realize that the Lebanese crisis broke out by the workings 
of foreign elements connected to the crisis in the region and the workings 
of domestic elements engendered by the stubbornness of political Maronitism 
and its adherence to the unjust system of privileges, we realize full well 
that a solution is still remote, no matter how numerous the sessions of 
dialogue may be and how diverse they may become, because the crisis of the 
region is still fermenting and political Maronitism has not retreated from 
its factional positions one iota and is still gambling on its alliances with 
the usurper Zionist enemy and the conspiring Western camp. God was truthful 
when he said, 


"The Jews will never be satisfied with you, nor the Christians, until you 
follow their religion. Say, 'God's guidance is the proper guidance'" (Chap- 
ter of the Cow, 120). 


[Question] What future guarantees are there to prevent any security disrup- 
tions in the region of Sidon and the camps in particular and the south in 
general? 


[Answer] The fuelling of internal strife and wars is the shrewd Israeli res- 
ponse to the successful operations of holy war which forced it to withdraw 
and flee from most Lebanese territories. Therefore, the elimination of all 
internal struggles must rely on two methods and no more: 


First, escalating the movement of holy war in a manner which will point all 
powers toward the real historic enemies of this nation, who are the Jews, 
the grandchildren of monkeys and pigs. 


The second method is serious, sincere cooperation with learned men and seri- 
ous Islamic forces that are open to all the Moslems in resistance, lest the 
enemy manage to provoke a religious, political and regional arrogance which 
will certainly result in inflaming and fragmenting the scene. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the situation of the Islamic leaders in the 
southern arena today? 


[Answer] The Islamic leaders in reality are in cooperation and solidarity, 
but they are in urgent need of a unified, carefully-studied program of ac- 
tion which will take charge of the task of coordinating these sincere lead- 
ers' actions so that they will be able to realize the goal and attain the 
objective with the least possible loss. 


39 








[Question] Could you summarize for us the dangers pressing upon the Moslems 
in Lebanon, in these circumstances specifically? 


[Answer] The most important dangers pressing upon the Moslems in Lebanon are 
those which lie in the dark attempts to fragment them internally and divert 
them by divisive, destructive wars which have been launched in this arena 
and have come to constitute a direct threat from all the plans of world 
apostasy and its vicious conspiracies with the goal of extinguishing the 
fire of holy war and love of martyrdon. 


[Question] What final statement is there and to whom do you direct it on the 
pages of the Kuwaiti magazine AL-MUJTAMA'? 


[Answer] The final statement I would like to direct through the pages of AL- 
MUJTAMA' to all Moslems in the world in general and the Islamic movements in 
particular is: 


We should be totally aware that our struggle with our enemies might be long 
and hard, but it would be high treason for us to work to defer it and pass 
beyond it, because if apostasy is given free rein things will become more 
complicated in the future. While almighty glor’.ous God has bestowed on us a 
historic opportunity embodied in the blessed Islamic awakening, we can only 
specify our goals in a more precise and better form and stand up with all 
our powers to the Zionists and forces of world apostasy, West and East. No 
matter how difficult the task may be, it will become easy for those for whom 
God makes it easy. Take lessons from the prophet of God, on whom be God's 
prayers and peace, his good companions and the Islamic resistance's achieve- 
ments on Lebanese territory, for God was truthful when he said, 


"Faint not, nor sorrow; you shall be pre-eminent, if you are believers" 
(Chapter of the People of Imran, 139). 


[Question] In conclusion, we thank you for this good meeting, and until ano- 
ther meeting, God almighty willing. Peace and God's mercy and blessings be 
upon you. 
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PAPERS REPORT FINANCE MINISTER'S U.S. VISIT 
Meeting With World Bank President 


Phaka GSF NEW MATTOM in "nelish 7 Cet Tf an bacco 





Finance Adviser Mr. M. 
Syeduzzaman made a strong plea 
with Mr. Barber B. Conable, 
the new president of the World 
Bank in Washington to protect 
the legitimate share of Bangla- 
desh in IDA-VIII resources, 
reports BSS. 

The visiting finance adviser 
who called on Mr Conable in 
the U.S. capital yesterday app- 
raised him of the different deve- 
lopment efforts inthe country 
during the last four and a half 
years. Bangladesh Ambassador 
to the United States Mr A.Z.M 
Obaidullah Khan was present 
on the occasion. 

Mr. Syeduzzaman informed 
the World Bank chief about the 
policy measures taken by the 


government tor stabilising the 
growth of the cconomy against 


frequent national calamities and 


other external factors like dec- 
lining price of jute and teain 
the international market. 

Mr Conable assured full 
consideration of the Bank for 
Bangladesh’s needs and apprecia- 
ted the adjustment efforts of the 
goveramert to streamline the 
economy. The World Bunk Pre- 
sident highlighted the need for 
restoring discipline in the finan- 
cial sector through _ greater re- 
covery of overdue industrial aod 
agricultural credit. 

The World Bank president 
has been invited by finance 
adviser to visit Bangladesh to 
see for himself the problems 
and possibilities of development. 


tiscussion at IMF 


Bangladesh has approached 


the International Moretary Fund 
(IMF) for. concessicnary assis 
tance under the fund's new 
structural facility to overcome 
the balance of payinents pro: 
blems. 

Under the new fa:lity, the 
concessionary assistance,  sub- 
ject to usual IMF conditionalitv 
relating to credit and monetary 
situation, 3s repayable in four 
vears’ time. 

Finance Adviser Mr, M. Syo 


Chaka THE PANGLADESH OPSERVER in English 8 Oct 86 pp 1, & 


ae discussed the possi 


in Washington on 

occasion of just concluded joint 
annual meeting of the World 

S Accordin 
to ap available indication, Ban- 
giadesh is likely to recieve 150 
million US dollars of conces- 
sionary resources under this 
facility. 
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Remarks on Return 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 9 Oct 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] A clear consensus was the trade, aid, debt and develop- 


ment problems and there was a 
goneral sense of relief about the 
outcome of the GATT minister- 


Bank and IMF that IDA-8 replen- jal meeting held in Uruguay 


-ishment would reach a level of 


The adviser said that the new 
of the Worid Bank, Mr 

Conable, made a posi- 

tive impression in the meeting 

by reiterating the _ commitment 

of the Worid Bank to the cause 

of comprehensive development 

of the developing countries and 

reaffirmation of the World Bank 

objective for alleviating poverty 
in the developing countries. 


Mr. Syeduzzaman said that 
the meoting discussed at length 


TS nd ho pve oe 
e 

with concern t in spite of 
decline in‘ oil and commodity 
price and interest rates the gro- 
wth in the industrial countsies 
were stagnating while, he said, 
many industrial countries had 
however, took optimistic view 


about the coming 


years. 

The adviser said that at the 
meetings of the G-24 minis ters, 
development committee, interim 


committee and 
fund {meeting the 


prospects for developing 
countries in the rest of the deca- 


de were highlighted. 


He said it was noted with 
concern by all developing coun- 
“try governors that after sharp 
recovery of world output in 1984 
there had been a steady decline 
in 1985 and in 1986. The 
prospect for 1987 were also not 


considered optimistic. 


Mr Syeduzzaman said many 
governors had pointed out that 
in 1986 developing countries 
would be losing about 50 billion 
dollars due to decline in com- 


modity' prices. 


Turning to the Common- 
wealth finance minister meeting 
which the adviser attended at St 
Lucia on his way to Washington, 
Mr Syeduzzamian said the mee- 
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ing countries by 10 per cent in 
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SIOGRAPHICAL TETSILS CF NEW AMBASSADOR TO PAKISTAN 
Dhaka THE PANGLAPESH OP®SERVER in English 6 Oct 26 p l 


[Text } The government has decided 
to appoint Mr. CM. Shafi 
Sami, at present Director Gene- 
ral: in the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs as the country’s Agn- 
bassador to the 
Islamic Republic 
of Pakistan, a 
Foreien Press 


announcement said reports BSS. 

Born in 1942 Mr. Sami obdtai- 
ned his B.Sc, (Hons) and M.Sc. 
degrees in Physics from Dhaka 
— securing first class in 


He was elected Vice-Presidert 
of S. M. Hall, Dhaka University 
(1962—83). 

Mr. Shafi joined the erstwhile 
Civil Service of Pakistan in 1966 
and served as Assistant Com- 
missioner, Sub-Divisional Officer 
and Additional Press 
Teputy Commissioner. 


H, was apgointea as Director, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in 
1972. and served in that capacity 
upto 1975. He was first Secret 
ary, Bangladesh Embassy in 
Paris and also Bangladesh 


lor in Bangladesh Embassy 
in Cairo from 1978-82 Hq was 
appointed Director General in 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
in December 1982 and was given 
the designation of Aubassador 
in January 1983. He was 
Chief Coordinator, first SAARC 
Summit Dhaka, 1985, and was 
also Deputy Secretary General 
of: the first SMARC summit. 
He participated in SAARC 
meetings of senior officials, Fur- 
eign Secretaries, foreign Minis?¢rs 
and in international conferen::s 
as well as bilateral negotiation; 
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POSSIBILITIES OF INCREASED TRADE WITH PAKISTAN NOTED 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in Sn2zlish 16 Oct &6 fp 3, 19 


[Article by Tahmina Ahnad] 


{Text } 


The total volume of 


bilateral trade has tripled 
between Bangladesh and 
Pakistan since the sighing 
of the general trade agree- 
ment in 1976. Latest figures 
indicate a rapid and uniter- 
rupted growth in trade rela- 
tions. with the total trade 
turnover jumping from 
33.41 milion dollars in 
1976 te 110 million dollars 
in 1986. 

“The balance of trade 
has mostly remained favou- 
rable to Bangladesh which 
has been able to export 
to Pakistan commodities 
worth 65 million dollars 
cach year constituting 
‘roughly 8 percent of their 
| global exports’, said Ifte- 
khar Ahmed, commercial 
secretary, Pakistan Embassy. 
:- To further consolidate 
and expand the — existing 
trade relations, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan have just con- 
cluded a S5pecial trade 
agreement (STA) on 27th 
July for the exchange of 
goods and commodities 
worth 40 million dollars 
each way. The Trading 
Corporation of Bangladesh 
and the Trading Corpora- 
tion of Pakistan will be 
handling the exports on be- 
half of their respective 
governments. 
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The items of export 
from Bangladesh to Pakis- 
tan include raw jute (12 
million dofiars) jute goods. 
(i2 milli dollars) tea 
(11 million dollars) news- 
print (2.5 million dollars) 
besides other non-traditional 
items. 

Bangladesh will import 
from Pakistan under the 
STA Raw Cotton (20 milli- 
on _ dollars) pig iron (3.5 
million dollars), cement 
clinker (3.5 million dollars) 
cotton = manufacturers (5 
million dollars) and other 
miscellaneous items. 

This agreement will be 
hopefully put into operation 
véry soon once the banking 
arrangements were finalised. 

COMPLEMENTARY 

The complementary 
nature of the economics of 
the two countries presents 
vast potentials for the rapid 
expansion of bilateral trade. 
The yearly requirements of 
nearly 8 lakh tons of raw 
jute for the 23 jut: mills in 
Pakistan was. mainly being 
supplied by Bangladesh. 

The raw cotton: require- 
ments for the 65 textile mills 
of Bangladesh could be 
supplied by Pakistan under 
a barter deal. Right now 
Bangladesh garment indus- 
tries were importing some 
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cancellation of import 

tariff at this end could 
help brine in these 200d 
at Bangladesh doorsteps. 


of their requirements of 
textiles from Pakistan. 


“Over the past few years 
Pakistan has emerged as the 


a 


second largest trading part- 
ner of Bangladesh after 
USA”, said Iftekbar Ahmed. 
“Entrepreneurs in Bangla- 
desh were mot fully aware 
of the vast trade potentials 
which exists between the. 
two countries” he added. 


Bangladeshi exporters 
through concerted efforts 
could capture a_ sizable 
chunk of the 6 billion dollar 
annual import market of 
Pakistan, which at present 
was following a_ liberal 
import policy. 

Besides raw jute and jute 
goods iacfeased quantities 
of tea could move into the 
Pakistani market. Even 
though Pakistan was impor- 
ting 50 percent of Bangla- 
desh’s exportable surplus of 
tea, yet this meets only 30 
percent of their import 
requirements. The rest of 
their requirements they 
were buying from Kenya, 
Sri Lanka and_ Brazil. 
Bangladesh could still boost 
its tea trade in this market. 

Trading experts opine 
that lowering of import 
tariffs, ocean freight and air 
fares on both sides would 
further facilitate bilateral) 
trade, 

With the ambitious 
jaunching of the rural 
electrification program and 
agricultural development, 
Bangladesh immediately 
wecded transformers, clec- 

trical substation e¢quip- 
ment, light and heavy 
engineering items such as 
turbine pumps, diescl engi- 
nes, failway carriages, 
cold storage plants, rice 
mills, oil seed crushing 
mills, vegetable ghee plants 
aod mvior parts. ; 


These equipment: were 
available in Pakistan jn 
abundance, Lowering of 
freight charges and total 
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~~ POSSIBILITIES 


Some trading circles 
have said that Bangladesh 
should lease from this 
bilateral trading partner 
one ocean going vessel 
(Pakistan has been selling 
ocean going vessels to Iran 
and China) reserved solely 
to transport development 
oriented engineering goods. 


Bangladesh has already 
imported 250 railway 
Carriages and one sugar 
mill from this SAARC 
country. 


Further reduction of air 
fares, aside from the 20 
percent reduction under 
SAARC, would _ enable 
movement of people to 
explore cach other's market 
and. open new vistas of 
trade. 


There exists scope for 
Bangladeshi exporters to 
send goods by air via 
Karachi airport for onward 
shipment to Europe and the 
United States. Possibilities 
also exist to export goods 
to Iran and gulf states via 
Karachi port. But the 
potentials have not becn 
tapped. | 


So far no general delega- 
tion except for the tea 
delegations from . Banglia- 
desh have visited Pakistan 
to explore the trade poten- 
tials there. Bangladeshi 
exporters through such 
delegations could be able to 
assess the demand for var- 
ious items. 


Such small items like 
betel leaves, ginger, tama- 
rind has great demand in 
the Pakistani market provi- 
ded these could be supplied 
at competitive prices and 
on schedule. 


Pakistani entrepreneurs 
were keen to set up _ joint 
venture projects with Ban- 
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gladeshis provided | an 
investment. protection treaty 
was concluded between the 


two countries to protect the 


investments, . 

To give a_ boost to 
Bangladeshi trade it was of 
immediate necessity to 
Create an awareness. of the 
trading potentials with this 
bilateral trade pattner 
through trade fairs, exch- 
ange of economic delega- 
tions and opening up of 
bilateral trade information 
Centres, 
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CULTURAL EXCHANGE PACY SIGNED WITH CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Cer % pp l, ° 


{Text ] 
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an 
of 
tion documents and scientific 
degree of each other’s country. 
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UN DELEGATE URGES END TO NORTH-SOUTH STALEMATE 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 Oct 86 pl 


[Text ] 
UNITE NATIONS Cer. 10 
mB 0 Th: “alled for 


Putting the North Soar dialogue 
back on 4 purposeful track by 
finding néw Ways to overedme 
the present stalemate reports BSS 
eee in the — 
iscussions on erna 
economic sittation im the Second 
Corrnitte, “te “General and finan- 
t 


vial) of Gencral _Assembly 
Bangladesh Deputy Permanent 


Representative to the UN Anwar 
up Karim Chowdhury Wednesday 
said there is no senfe. in dog: 
matic disputes about the free mar 
ket or central planning espite 
differences on our uSsymption’s 
standards, cumvictions and ideo 
logies, there is no denying che 
fact that there are areas of m- 
tual or related interests among 
the countries of the north and 
the south, he said. He said we 
are often confronted with the 
questions as to how the deliber 
ations in th: Second Committee 
can become more reicvaftt to 
the solution of the glotal econo 
mic problems, 

“My delegation believes that 
it is possible to do so by reviv- 
ing the tence of the Gen- 
eral Assembly and enabling its 
economic «argans to oe 
more closely and c¢ ly 
with the relevant multilatera 
financial and development insti- 
tutions,” 

He supported the recent 
statement of the permanent fe 
presentative of ugeslavia as 
Chairman of the Group of 177 
for the exploration of various 
options for r:caching cgreement 
at the politica! leve] between 
developed and develoning coun. 
trics in. order to promore coOpera 
‘ive sctior thus contributing to 
+ balanced and ‘suitable 


world, economic erowth 
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Aeveiorment. 
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CHITTAGONG THRIVING MARKET FOR SMUGGLED GOODS, 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 10 Oct 86 p 8 
[Article by Syed Murtaza 4li] 


[Text] The smuggling of goods 
into Bangladesh through 
Chittagong Port continues 
to thrive despite the visilan- 
ce of sea custom, navy and 
other law enforcing agencies. 

According to market 
intelligence, the goods that 
make passage to local 
markets due to smuggling 
at least value at Tk 150 
crore a year. The goods 
include different. kinds of 
foreign clothes, garments, 
cosmetics, chemicals, dry 
battery cells, spare parts, 
toys, refrigerators, televi- 
sion sets, crockery, electrical 
goods, etc. 
Not withstanding the 

high prices, these good 
are sold at New Market, 
Reazuddin Pazar, *hatun- 
gonj, different super markets 
and other places. ‘Cnow 
cases at these shorpine 
centres glitter with these 
foreign goods. All these 
obviously tine their wav 
into the houses of affluent 
persons. A substantial part 
of these goods also get. 
resmuggied into (ndia where 
these are sold in black 
market with good profit 
margin. 


Of all the markets, 
Dubai. Market situated at 
Agrabad Commercial Area 
attained its notoriety asa 
smuggier’s den. Around 
this market are multistoreyed 
buildings which accommo-. 
date customs and excise 
collectorate : office, multi- 


transact business in smugg- 
led goods. In fact, the 
make-shift shops give ous 
the impression that this 
brisk business in contraband 
goodr is carried out tem- 
porarily. 

However, the transactions 
areall made in day-time. 
With nightfall, the mercha- 
ndise of these shops are 
shifted elsewhere in safe 
custody. The shopkeepers: 
are apparently ever ready to 
close their shops on short 
notice. For this, they wait 
for green signal from their 
nay with whom they 

ve permanent arrange- 
ments. 


The goods are smu 
into Chittagong Bo 
from Singapore,  Bang- 
kok, © Hongkong and 
Middle Eastern countries; 
The goods enter the 
port city either through 
Chittagong Port of through 








ation. — | e," 
The persons involved ia 
‘bringing contraband goods 


through Chittagong Port. 
Soa .. 


are primarily 


through the good offices. of 
their powerful connections. 

- These businessmen with 
their black money undertake 
frequent tour of foreign 
countries to facilitate their 
business contraband 


carrying with them - maxi- 
mum quantity of contraband 
goods defying customs rules. 
The local seamen employed 
in seagoing. vessels also 
bring in some foreign goods. 
The condemned ships that 
are imported by business- 
men for scrapping carry 
contraband goods too. 

‘The off-shore smuggling, 
however, is most flourishing 
one. The international gang 
of smuggiers in league with 
some local influential per- 
sons operate this smuggling. 
The recent intensified raids 
and patrols by the law 





i 
H 
: 


oo the off-shore smuggling. 
Bath fishing trawlers ond 

sampans are directly invo 

ved in smuggling. 


if 
Lite 
é g 
18 


of. swuggiers’ ship. The 
+ ae rannger ome cover 

‘eousterparts ia foreign 
countries. 


. While the trawler moves 
at outer seain the guise of 
fishing, the sampan moves 
ipcognite | Re ferrying 
twase: off-shore _.. islands. 


The Trawlers and sampans 
usually accomplish the task 


of taking delivery of goods; 
from the ship at night. | 

The trawler masters and. 
—- me souies 

sam Ongside 

shiphoodwinking the sea 
customs and navy patrol 
boats. The crew of the ships 
immediately unload the 
contrabands to the trawler 
and sampan which carry 
those to the shore and 
deliver it to its owners. 


The spots used for 
stockpiling contrabands 
are shore villages of Gohira, 
Parki, and Golakatar khal 
of Anowara upazila, Plave+ 
-kpara of Patiya upazila, 
Mogbazar, Tarashbanga and 
Lakkachar of Chokoria 
upazila, Banskhali upazila 
and Sathkania upazila shore 
areas. These coastal places 
are in fact known as 
smugglers’ paradise. Eighty 
percent houses of these 
areas store the smuggicd 
goods. The antieamuggling 
task force in series of raids 
seized §=6 smuggied goods 
worth about taka three 
crore from these areas this 
year. 

The goods after being 
unloaded from: trawler or 
sampan femain stored ab. 
earmarked places in shore 
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villages. The smugglers 
then negotiate with the 
shopkeepers aod _ other: 
business men in Chittagong 
city through their contact 
men. The goods are finally 


delivered to businessmen ati 
& convenient point and 
time. The smugglers enjoy 
all out support and help of 
shore villagers in their 
mischievous dealing. 


The sea custom autho- 
rity with the help of naval 
gun boats. seized one 
Panamanian flag ship M.V. 
Alba loaded with smuggled 
goods worth over Tk 
fifteen crore from outer 
sea in December last year. 
Besides, five other trawlers 
loaded with huge quantity 


of smuggled goods were 
hauled from sea by the sea 
customs in cooperation with 
other law enforcing agencies 
at different times this year. 








COMMENTATOR HINTS PRESS STRIKE 'STAGE-MANAGED' 


Dhaka HOLISAY in Enelish 10 Oct 26 pp l, 12 


[Commentary ty Sadeq Xhan] 


[Text ] 


Striking . journalists 
etasing virtually all news 
publications ian the country. 
over a fortnight ending 
October 5 earned more. 
public reproach than 
sympathy. 

The raison d'etre of the. 
journalists’ strike appear to’ 
be their suspicion of collu-: 
sion between government 
authorities and newspaper 
owners for ultimate. frustra- 
tion of Wage Board awards, 
and more immediately, their 
expasperation with govern- 
ment inaction in enforcing a 
disinvestment term under 
which the Observer Group 
is reportedly bound not to 
suspend publication. 


It has been alleged-that 


the private owners of the 
sroup have effected an 
undeclared Jock-out in their 
publications on the. excuse 
of unworkable industrial 
relations, and spurned ail 
initiatives and mediations 
to resolve the. dispute. 

They cunningly instituted 
against the employees 
litigations on technical 
defaults arising mainly from 
the Jegal mess created by 
oost-independtnce presiden- 


tial and’ ‘martial law orders 
conflicting with = 
fights, ‘and tricked . the 
employ¢es into a no-pay 
situation for months in 
express disregard of their 
collective bargaining. rights, 
it is complained. 

With presidential elec: 
tions scheduled on October 
15,a news-hungry reader- 
ship of Bangladesh on the 
othér hand appeared to be 
baffied and . upset by the 
situation arising out of the 
journalists’ strike. 

Sampling gossips in 
tea-houses, private parlors 
and work-floors, we came 
across another kind of 
reasoning. Widespread sus- 
picions were voiced that the 
newsmen’s strike, patticul- 
arly the timing of it, was 
also a Stage-managed affair. 

. The strike, twice postpo- 
ned, was belicved to have 
been designed more to 
suffocate due publicity of 
the political opposition than 
to press the issues involved, 
since the Observer Group 
deciding authority was 
know to be out of the 
country during the strike. 
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‘It was said that large 
sums of money must have 
had changed hands to 
nurture the dispute and 
precipitate an extreme. 
action of total newspaper 
blackout at a critical junc- 
tuce of Political transition 
ia the country. 

Valid questions. were 
asked whether step by step 
actions by the journalists’ 
union could not have been 
exhausted before an all-out 
strike, having, due regard 
about their responsibility in 
keeping the public informed 
of critical national and 
international developments 
as weil as their own cases in 
point. — 

Similar suspicions were 
also aired about the conduct 
of the university teachers’ 
strike, regrettably with the 
effect of dispersing student 
activists more than aay 
other practical gain. 

Some suspect continuing 
coljusion between the gov- 
ernment and some major 
opposition leaders. 

They question why with 
widespread discontent in 
rural arcas due to very low 
prices of jute and the gov- 











ernment's bluff of support 

purchases, as_ well as urban 
discontent mounting like- 

wise, Opposition voicing of 
itareso lukewarm. Some 

Say in spite of public 

stance otherwise, in effect 
the political opposition is 
allowi2 the incumbent 
presideat a2 walkover in 

Polls _foz considerations 
and baits received by leaders 

atthe top in cash or kind 
and with understanding of 

generals io politics. 

_Wilful administrative 
failures, itis alleged, have 
tendered Bangladesh a 
smugglers’ paradise and a 
Captive ecorsmy, with 
manufacturing _ enterprise 
badly hurt and employment 
potential shrinking except 
in contraband. Add-fattencd 
middle class steeped in 
immoral traffic -on all 
chores seems to have lost 
its political will to resist 
Misgovernment. Who §is 
there to bell the cat ? 

__ Speculations are also 
rife about the initiation 
of Lt Col (rtd) Sayed 
Farook Reehman as a 
presidential candidate pre- 
Sumably with government 
acquiescence for which 
the retired colonel expressed 
his gratitude that he has 
been allowed to exercise his 
rights as a free citizen after 
years of forced exile and 
preventive detention. 

In the dubious atmos- 
Phere of political confronta- 
tion and newspaper blackout 
Prevailing in the country his 
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debut with declared inclina- 
tions toward Islamic funda- 
meatalism and alleged con- 
nections with Arab extre- 
mist camps inevitably gave 
rise toa spate of rumors 
and misgivings about alter- 
native bjueprints of political 
gamble being toyed with by 
authorities. 

This is notwithstanding 
charges and countercharyes 
of confessed criminality and 
national betrayal calliog tor 
public trial between the 
retired colonel and _ the 
Awami League chief. 


It is not our purpose to. 


examine the veracity of the 
many dark conjectures and 
far-fetched imputations thus 
provoked. For us they are 
simply symptoms of a per- 
vasive crisis of contidence 
inat the natioa is now suile- 
ring from. It is this deepen- 
ing crisis of confidence, this 
ubject fear of malefaction all 
around that we feel most 
concerned about. 


Pious concern of course 
hardly matters if publi 
leaders do bot = respond ta 
mivimum concert. Laforma- 
tion Minister Anwar Zahid 
emphatically stated that the 
presidential election will 
take place on October [5 as 
sched..:d as a <devessary 
step ioward civilianization. 

He also clarified that 
the government would svt 
only stand by ‘the. Wage 
Board awards ‘icrespective 
of the outcome of technical 
chatlenge to it ia the courts, 
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but also appropriately res- 
pond io the Observer 
Group litigation involving 
the government and = emp- 
loyees with regard to 
post-independence manage- 
ment decisions prior to 
disinvestrsent. 


On October 5, the go- 
vernment promulgated a bua 
oo anti-polls propaganda. 
Begum Khaleda Zia, the 
8-party alliance, the 7-party 
alliance, the Jammat-c- 
Islami and components ot 
the 5-party combive came 
out with statements conde- 
maing the ban as stitling the 
voices of the y at and the 
press and seilerated their 
determinanon to stick to 
theic declares programmes. 
For all the valm on the sur- 
face, it is difficult for the 
ordinary citizen to be sang- 
uine aboutthe situation 
veing anything near normal. 


The journalists have 
meanwhile joined werk ou 
the jotervention of national 
political leaders reaching an 
agreement-on-principle with 
the Bangladesh Newspapers 
Counc'l. 

Itis high time that the 
national political leaders 
also exert themselves to 
evolve some agreed rules ot 
the game for overdue poli- 
tical transition in te country 
and arrest the malignancy 
of further erosion of public 
conidence im our social 
order, whatever the verdict 
uf October 15. 
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1978 PRESIDENTIAL ORDINANCE DETAILS ELECTION OFFENSES 


Dhaxa THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 11 Oct 86 pp l, 8 


{Text ] 


Election to the office of Presi 
dent will be held on October 15 
as announced earlier by the 
Election Commission, according 
to an Election Commission Se- 
cretariat Press release in’ Dhaka 
en Friday reports BSS. 

Articles 47 to 56 of the Presi- 
dential Election Ordinance 1978: 
has specified certain offences 

vu aie punishable under ths 
Jaw, the Press release added. 

Under the law, the punishment 
for offences are imprisonment 
ranging from three months te 
two years, or fine of Taka three 
— to ofMe thousand or 
both. 

Following are the details of 
Articles 47 to 56 of the Presiden- 
tial Election Ordinance, 1978, 

Under Article 47 of the Presi. 
dential Election Ordinance 1978 
a person is guilty of corrupt 
practice punishable with impri- 
sonment for a term which may 
extend to two years, or with 
fine which may extend to one 
thousand taka, or with both, 


pose of promoting or p 


the election of another candidate: 


service of the public to further 
a the election of a can. 


(b) Votes or applies for a bal- 
lot paper for voting at an elec. 
tion knowing that he is not qua- 
lifled for, of ig disqualified from 
voting; 

(c) Votes or applies for a bal. 
lot paper for voting more than 
once in the same polling statjon: 

(d) Votes or applies for a bal- 
lot paper for voting in more 
than one polling station: 

(ec) Removes a ballot paper 
from a polling station during 
the poll or, 

(f) Knowingly induces or pro. 
cures any person to do any of 
the aforesaid acts. 

Under article 49 of the Ordin- 
ance, a person is quilty of bri- 
bery, if he directly or indirectly 
by himself or by any other per- 
son on his behalf— 


(a) Receives, aprees or con- 
tracts for any eratification for 
voting or refraining from votine 
at an election, or 

(b) Give, offers or promises 
any aratification to any person 
to vote or refrain from votino 
at an election. 

Under Article 50 of the Ordi- 


nance, a person is guilty of per- 
sonation if 1e votes, or arrlies 
for a ballot raper for votine, 25 
some other verson whether that 
persuades any person to vote, or other person is livine or #ead 

to refrain from voting, for any or fictitious. 

candidate on the grovgd that he Under Article 51 of the %rdin- 


belongs to a particular religion, 
community, face caste sect or 


tribe. 
Under Articole 48 of the Ordin- 


unless he proves that he hac 
reasonatle grounds for believing 
and did believe the statement to 
ke true, or (c) calls upon or 


ance, a person to vote or re- 
frain From votine at an eleetion 


ance a person > ote of illegal Cirectly or indirectly by bimse! fF 

practice punishable with fine or hv - phe Peer - 

which may extend to five hua. ie Pha Oenee PEFKOa ON 118 
‘enalf. 


dred taka if he— 
(a) Obtains or procures or af- l. Yakes or threateas to 


tempts to obtain or procure, the 


assistance of any person in the take use of any force, violence 


Cr restraint: 
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ll Inflicts or threatens to im. 
fict any injury, damage, harm 
or loss or. 

‘IID Uses any official influ 
ence or governmental patronage: 
or, (b) by abduction duress fr 
eny fraudulent device or cantri-. 


vance. , . Phir 
(1) Impedes or prevents the 
free eXercise of the franchite 
by an elector: or. : 
(II) Compels, induces o1 pit 
vails upon. any elector to vale 


day. 
(a) Canvasses fo, votes: 
(b) Solicits vote of any elec. 
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a baliot paper, 
(b) Fraudulently takes out of 
the polling station eny ballot 
per or puts into any ballot 
box ony ballot paper other thao 
the ballot paper he is authoris- 
ed by law to put in, 
‘(c) Without due authority, 
Supplics any ballot paper 


(i) 

. to pewon, 

li) Destorys, takes, o or 
eae interferes with any 
‘te ae ie Ge cakes a 
pa usc 
election 4 


any of the aforesaid acts 
nder Article 55 of the Or- 
a person is guilty of 


= 
ae 
BY E> 


3 

7 

Fs 

8 

S 
9 FES, 


i 


F 
ij 
+> 


i 
| 
i 


ding or Polling Officer, 
or candidate, ¢lection agent 
_ oF palling spent attending a 
. sta oF any 
oe ao ee Gucctlen ot 
votes, is guilty of an offence 
punishable with imprisonment 
for a term which may extend to 
six months, or with tine which 
, May extened to five hundred 
, takas, or with both, if he— 

(a) Fails to maintian or aid 
ccnseeoeicpennd of 
(b) Commiunicates, cxcept for 
any purpose suthorised by any 
, t any before 
Voll is closed any information 
* as to the ufficial mark, or — 
t.: @ Commaricates sny info- 
| mation obtained at the counting 
4-42, the candidate 
\ , 
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MARTIAL LAW PROHIBITS 'ANTI-ELECTION ACTIVITY' 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Oct 86 pp l, 2 
[Text] The Chief Martial Law Admini commence of this 
strator on Sunday night has is regulation 
sued a regulation page ton ve ; 
publication of any news or views ' er’ shall 
against the holding of presiden- Cr Meeeeeers. Ones 
tial election or prejudicial to mean any periodical] 
‘such election, reports BSS . containing 
Under the MLR No—9 of "1986 public news anc incluues sucn 
Mo person shall propagate any other class of peridocal works 
opinion organise or participate in declared to be news paper by 
any meeting procession or demo tue Government under any law 
nstration Against the election for the time being in force. 
and disturb or attempt to dis 3. No newspaper cr document 
turb any projection meeting, pro shall print publish or contain 
_ cessior,. 0: gathering for o: in any news or views against the 
favour of election candidate to holding of election to th, off. 
the presidential poll are banned ce of President or  prejudi’ 
along with the anti-election acti, cial to such election. 
vities. 4. no person shall:— 
"The Martial Law regulation pro- (A) make’ write print publish 
vides for trial of any offence by distribute fix display or carry 
the courts of Additional district any leaflet placard or poster 
Magistrate and punishment against a ap” of elec- 
dA tion to Office of President, 
might be ewarce (B) propagate by any means 
for a term up to any Opinion against the holding 


al deltan 0 te ae of Presi- 
| ‘Following is ~ the text: of _— 


| Martial Law Regulation Nos IX (C) organise or participate in 
of 198 in pursuance of the pro. any meeting procession or demo- 
clamation of the 24th March 1982 mstration against the holding of 
and in exercise of all po election to the office of Presi- 
wers enabling him in that behalf dent. - 
the Chief. Martial Law Admini- (@) disturb or attempt fem 
following: Martial Law regula cession. or gathering for or at 
tion. favour of election of a candi- 
1, This regulation shall have date to the office of President. 
etfect not withstanding anyth- (E) obstruct or attempt to obs- 
ing conteincd in any oiher Mar- truct any person in discharging 
tial Law Regulation or Martial any duties and perfo.ming any 
Law Order or in any other functions in connection with 
law for the time being in forca such élection. 
| 2, In this regulation, GF} induce any person not 
: (AD) ‘document’ shall includ: to participate or vote in the 
any painting drawing photograph election to ‘th, office of Presi- 
or other visi ble representation, dent or obstruct or attempt 
(fF) election to obstruct any person in ex- 
th ffi of ercising his right or franchise and 
Lo e o ce + (G) act in any manner which 
President shall = * eanaty Sameer - 
to per 
mean election to a so the oliee oF Fernidient 
the office of President S.. Whoever contravenes the 


to be held after the 
57 
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REPORTAGE, COMMENT ON OUTCOME OF 15 OCT ELECTIONS 


Final Unofficial Results 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 86 p l 


ld on Wednesday, accor- 
ding to the final unofficial resu- 
Its the Election 
Cc ion, BSS. 


ide victory 

pa to the results. 4 
Eleven other candidates ‘who 
SS in the election receiv 


t Votes compared 
with the huge of votes 
received by President Ershad 


According. to the: final unoffi- 
= results reteased by the Elec 
> eee late 


Thurs-. 
aa MEITI7 776 wores, wh ns 


nearest. oe me Maulana v4 
hammadiullah (Hafezji H 

ceived 14,7883) votes, . as 

highest votes were 


Li. Col, (Retd) 
Rahman, whu y S¥ed, Farook votes. 
Ne canlidatewiss 


pnttowing: is t 
Oliul ‘hae Chowdhury (Sukku 
Mia) — 1,34,2123, Alhaj Maulana. 
1 Islam Jessor+-350391, 
Alhaj Major (Retd) Md. Afsar 
Uddin 1,11,542, Mohammad An- 
sar Ali~11,69 23, Maulana Moham 
madullah (Hafezji . Huzur) ~ 
14,78,530, Md. Khalilur Rahman 
Majumder—} 23,417, Md. Abdus 
Samad—t, 14115 Md, Zahir Khan 
—~4,18,744 Lt. Col. (Retd) Syed 
Farook Rahman—11,73,723 Syed 
Monirul Huda Chowdhury-- 
88,502 Sqj Leader (Retd) Méoaz- 
zem Hussain Chowdhury—156,328 
and Hussain Mohammad Ershad 
— 2,17,17,774. ° 





‘ 


Ershad in the presidential poll .: 
The nine-party Gauo Oikya 
Jote leader Mr. Abkui Khair 
Mohammad Shamsul Huda who 
withdrew his candidature in the 
election in favour of President 
Ershad congratulated the people 
for holding peaceful poll on 
Wednesday. 


He said the victory of Bres!- 
dent Ershad was the victory of 
the 10 crore veonle 
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Bangladesh Federation of Tea- 
chers’ Associations (BFTA) ex- 
pressed its gratitude to Allah 
the og x A for succ?ssfu] ¢om 
— of the process A a 

on 10 democracy initiat 
President Ex 


Convener of Mt Bangladesh Na- 
tional Awami Party (Fvzlul) Mr. 


“A.K.M Faztul Huq in a state- 


ment welcomed President Ersh- 
ad and said his victory would 
consolidate national a 
ce and eee 
mote the - v sanaglen oO Pea ne 
President and the General 
Secretary of Vikrampur Baul. 
Shilpi Samity, Mr. Serajul Islam 
Khan and’ Mr. Harun-ar-Rashid 
MoUah congratulated President 
Ershad for his thumping victory 
in the poll, 

Chairman of Sangjukta Khud- 
ra Babasnye> Market Federation 
Syed Kutubuddin, President of 
Mahanagari Fat Babasavec Bahu 
mukhi Hawkers Samatvay Sami- 
ty Limited, Mr. Kalu Mia the 
Chairman and the  Vice-Chair- 
man of Dustha Shislwu Kalvan 
Sangstha Mr Fazlul Huo Bhuyi- 
an and Ms. Parul Rahman 
Kalvani in separate statements 
congratulated President Ershad 
- nis fandslide victory in the 
pou, ’ 
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Report on Ershad's 16 Oct Press Conference 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


President Lt Gen (Retd) H.M. 
Ershad addressing a post-elece 
tion Press conference at Bango 
bhavan on Thursday restated 
that Parliament would be sum- 
moned soon after he takes the 
gath of office of the President 
and the Indemnity Bill would be 
placed before the House. 
etartiol Low. x President said, 
wou t ter the sage 
of Indemnity Bill. a 


President Ershad was confident. 


of Jativa Party mustering the 
necessary two-third majority ip 
the House required for the pas 
Sage of the Indemnity Bill and 
its incorporation in the qonsti- 
asked if 

ry if he were banking on 
Awami League's support, Presi- 
dent Ershad said all the polit. 
cal parties .who were committed 
$o ine lifting of Martial Law 
would have to come forward 
to help government end military 
rule in the country. 

The ratification of the Inde 
mnity Bill is imperative to le 
galise all actions taken during 


tne military rule and to pretent 
these action from bei ques 
tioned in the court of law. 

President Ershad said he had 
never wanted to cast the armed 
forces in a political role but 
had been insisting on giving 
due weightage to the views 
aired by them on national issues. 

He dismissed the allegation of 
rigging in Wednesday's election 
and said if opposition’s conten- 
tions were taken to be true 
why should he try to manipu- 
late election results against 
some “faceless’ candidates. 

He did not agree with the 
turn-out percentage reported by 
the foreign media which was 
stated to be as low as three per 
cent but he said if he had poll 
ed the majority of the three 
per cent votes cast he is the 
leguiiy clected President of the 
country. 

President Ershad said he did 
not hate the papers with him 
but he estimated a turn out of 
52 to 55 per cent in Wednesday’s 
election which is about the 
normal turn-out percentage in 
all ptevious elections. 

Asked if he .were happy with 
the manner wm which the presi- 
dential election has been held 
President Ershad said he had 
ao reason 19 vy unhappy and 
added that this was the oniy 
election which was tree from 
violence 


He said cppcsition had threa: 
tened to frustrate the election 
but it had failed in its bid to 
do so. He said ‘I was committ- 
ed to hold the election and I 


have done so and red¢emed my » 


pledge to the people and natu- 


-, I am happy.’ 

said parties losing the 
election always make allegation 
of rigging and this kas 

a fashion in Bangladesh politics, 
He displayed a paper clipping 
in which Dr Kamali Hussain 
was reported to have. ail- 
leged rigging in the  presi- 
dential election against laie Pro 
sident Sattar. 

Asked if. he would be able to 
complete the five-year term in 
office where two of his élected 
predecessors had failed Presi- 
dent Ershad said if he could 
run the count 
and-a-half vears there was no 
reason why he should not be 
able- to complete his term as an 
elected President, 

He said “it would be easier 
for mé now to run the country” 
In reply to another _ guestion, 
he said it was impossible to 
completely eliminate corruption 
but the scale of corruption could 
be minimised, 

He said by holding the elec- 
tion he had been ablg to Shatter 
the myth that holding of elec- 
tion was not possible without 


the paricipation of BNP and 


Awami . League. 

To the question of rigging 
which cropped up again and 
again President Ershad did not 
acknowledge that there was any 
rigging in the election and said 
the Election Commission was 
the more competent agency to 
deal with the question. 

He said Awami League and 
BNP had no megral right’ to 
question the legality of the pre 
sidentiaj election since they did 
not. participate in the poll, He 
said he had not heari of any 
presidential candidate making 
any such allegation. . 

He, however said he was con 
cerned about the malprectice in 
election and did not want such 
a thing to occur 

President Evshad said he had 
tried to acc.»mmodate the opposi 
tion views as far as practicable 
to make the electicns more 
broadbased and had waited with 
great patience to hear positively 
from them, 
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for four— 


On the question of réshuffle 
in the Cakinet and induction of 
a Vice-President the President 
advised the newsmen to wait 
and watch. He thank:d the hun 
dred million peovle of Bangla 


desh for helping him in restoring 
a constitutional government in 
the country, He said October 15 
1986 was a day of immense im- 
portance, He said “this is the 
day we negotiated the last ditch 
in establishing democracy.’ , 

He said inis prime concern in: 
the coming days will be elemina 
tion of poverty and reducing the 
unemployment problem He was 
hopeful of coungry attaining self 
st@ficiency in food by the termi 
nal year of the Third Five-Yeac 
Plan. 

He said now that. political sts 
bility would return to Bangla- 
desh. He expected the flow of 
foreign investment to increas? 
in the near future: He said 
there would be no shift in Bang 
ladesh’s foreign policy. He said 
he would introduce changes ‘in 
the administrative system and 
strengthen thé steps siready tak- 
en by his administration 

BSS adds: The President who 
replied to a volley of questions 
told newsmen that the Martial 
Law would be lifted after appro 
val by the Parliament of the 
activities of four and a half years 
of the Martial Law Government 
He said according to the rule of 
the country Parliament would 
the country Parliamentry would 
be summoned within a fortnight 
after the elected President took 
cath of office. 

The President expressed his 
optimism that the opposition 
members of Parliament would 
also cooperate in passing the 
ratification bill because it was 
their election commitment [to 
their electorate that they would 
help ending Martial Law. They 
were very much aware that the 
Martial Law could not be lifted 
without the adoption of the hill 
in the Parliament, he pointed out. 

Commenting on the non-partici 
pation of a section political par- 
ties in the presidentgil polls he 
yaid they must have realised by 
now their mistakes “I am sure 
that the Parliarnent Members be 
longing to these political parties 
will participate in the next SS: 
sion of the Jativa Sangsad,” 

Kttired in lignt dark suit the 
President was flanked by Prime 
Minister Mizanur Rahman Chow 
dhury Information Minister An- 
war Zahid Irrigation and Flood 
Control Minister Anisul [slam 
Mahmud and Press Adviser to 
the President M,_ Tajul Islam. 
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More on Press Conference 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 17 Oct 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


' President H. M. Ershad 
yesterday gave a broad hint that 
martial would go by 
November 15 after the passage 
of indemnity bill in parliament. 
- He told a post-election press 
conference at Bangabhavan he 
was certain about an casy sail 


— | of the indemnity | 


The bill is intended to lega- 
lise his governments activities 
to since he came power impos- 
ing martial! law io March 1982. 

The President faced a 

of questions from local 
and Oreign mediamen. He was 
_ assisted by Information Minister 
. Anwar Zahid and present at the 
Press conference were Prime 
Minister Mizanur Rahman 
‘Chowdhury, Fisheries Minister 
Sirajul Hossain Khan, Flood 
Control and Water Resources 
Minister Anisul Islam Mah- 
mood and Press Adviser to the 
President Tajul Islam. 

Asked if martial law will 
go before he goes to attend the 

second SAARC summit in Banga- 


lore, India, beginning on November 


15, the President said it did not 
stop him in the past from atten- 
ding the summit as Chief Mar- 


tial Law Administrator ‘but may 
be martial law will be lifted 
before that.’ 

He said he was certain of 
ee majority in parliament 

for passage of the in- 
ye nee bill. Martial law could 
not be lifted unless the bill was 
poke % The opposition commi- 
tted mistakes by agen par- 
liament but they would not 
repeat the mistake, he 
today. . 
He said they had never tried 
in the past to get the indemnity 
bill passed by parliament. — 

In fact, the bill was not 
introduced in parliament when 
it went into its first session in 
July last. 

The strength of President 
Ershad’s Jatiya Party is 210 in 
the 330-member house. 

He ruled out the prospect 
of dissolution of parliament 
elected in May last and said it 
would be summoned within a 
fortnight of his taking oath as 
elected President of the cOune 

. He would take the oath 
the day after the Election Com- 


mission announced the official 

results he said but did not give 

a specific date. 

uestioner that he 
about Awami 


He told a 
was not 


o 
Leagues joining parliament whea 
summoned. 


it was 
Questioned about the legiti- 


macy of Wednesday’s presidential 
election when the turnout of voters 
was ceported poor General Ershad 


‘said even if the turnout is cee 


will not allow ~~ of election 


but they could not stop it. This 
is enough of its credibility.” 
But information received so 


— also, the President 


aii wke President further said 
the turnout of voters was fair. 
J was no violence nor less 
of life. 


He rebutted 


anes alle- 
— of vote rigging. ‘‘I did 
require 


rigging to win 
ne election against some 
faceless candidates’. He further 
said such allegations by losing 
candidates — a fashion in 
Bangladesh. In this —— 
he cited node of allega 
brought about by those ae 1 
to Justice Abdus Sattar in 1981 
presidential election. 


Asked how did he react to 
media reports of widespread rigg- 
ing in Wednesday's election, the 
President said the Election: 


— would take note . 


Asked about the allegation 
of corruption President Ershad 
said : “I dont think it has any 
connection with election. These 
are political vilification.”’ 


He told a questioner that it 
was probably impossible to root 
out corruption. Corruptiog 
could be minimised, he added. 

Questioned what wili be the 
tole of the armed forces when 
martial law is lifted, President 
Ershad said they should be 
associated withthe develop- 
ment process. ‘‘I do not want 
political role (forthem) but 
association with national  acti- 
vitics, and that will be decided 
by the parliament. 


61 


Asked about the opposition 
demand for his _ resignation 
General Ershad said they should 


al —_., in <H 
oreign cy wiog his 
election. We areon the right 
course, he added. 


The President told a corres- 
pondent that the country needed 
— Election was aa 

accommodate 


yoann Boal demand, he ssid 
adding, it was held this time 
without the opposition taking 
part in it “‘asI thought martial 
law should not prolong’’. 


He made a fresh pledge to 
the nation that his government 
would endeavour to build up 
an industrial base for creating 
more employment opportuni- 
ome reduce thepoverty and 

about changes in the 
je ne system to remove 
the impediments to a better 
future. 


“Today my pledge to the 
nation stands fulfilled, he said. 
People had helped restore demo- 
cracy through constitutional 
means. With the transition to 
democracy, he said, peace 
and stability in the political field 
would be restored. We now hope 
to achieve the objective of eco- 
nomic emancipation of the peo- 
ple, he added. 


He said he had decided to 
summon parliament, pass the 
indemnity bill and: restore a 
democratic government. 

The President said the 
nation was faced with many 
problems—economic back ward- 
ness, unemployment and poverty. 
He expressed the hope the 
problems would gradually be 
solved with the restoration of a 
democratic order. 


Following the policy of priva- 
tisation, many foreign investors 
would come to Bangladesh, With 
political stability ensured, more 
and more job opportunities 
would be created in the indus- 
trial sector, he added. 














’ The Piesident sought coop- 
eration from all political parties 
and peace loving people to ox- 
tend cooperation to his govern- 
ment in achieving the national 
objectives. 


President Ershad was appa- 
rently annoyed with the British 


Broadcasting Corporation (BBC) 


for its way it covered the Presi- 
dential election and ridiculed 
it as “‘below the broadcasting 


corporation". 


Election Day Violence 


Dhaka HOLIDAY in English 17 Oct 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text ] 


Th third presidential | 
election of. the country was 
held = Wednesday amidst 
violent incidents throughout 
the country. ) 

The percentage of voters 
at the polling centers was 
very little, the major cities 
including: the capital 
appeared deserted following 
a call for a general strike by 
the major opposition politi- 
cal parties and the. normal 
life. of the city dwellers 
came to a standstill. 

The entire Dhaka 
University campus and its 
adjoining afeas. turned into 
a battlefield where brick- 
batting, explosions of home- 
made crackers by the 
students and firing by poli- 
cemen continued throughout 
the day. An unofficial cur- 
few was imposed throughout 
the campus area. 


The number of motor 
Jaunches plying from 
Sadarghat terminal was 
small. Bangladesh Biman, 
however, operated most of 
its domestic and internatio- 
nal flights on schedule. . 

About 50 persons inclu- 
ding 14 policemen were 
injured in different incidents 
in the city. The police 
arrested about 94 persons 
from different parts of the 
city. 


At about noon some 
young boysinajeep and 
on two motor bikes appea- 
red atthe residence of the 
Awami League _ President 
Hasina Wajed. They lett the 
place after throwing a 
cracker inside her house. 

In Chittagong, the wor- 
kers of the opposition 
alliances tried to organize 2 
demonstration io support of 
the general strike. The 
police intervened and dis- 
persed the procession. No 
Casualty or injury was 
reported there. 

Similar incidents took 
place at Khulna, Rajshahi, 
Raogpur aod. Noakhaii. 

Casting of yotesia two 
centers of Feni district was 
susp:nded following a clash 
between the supporters of 
the government and the 
opposition political parties. 

In Monagazi_ center of 
Noakhali police opened 
four rounds of fire while 
angry people snatched away 
five ballot boxes. 

In Monarchar_ center 
also in Noakhali people 
snatched away two fifles 
from tne policemen which 
were later on recovered. 


62 





JPRS-NEA-86-147 
3 December 1986 


Balloting in Trishal of 
Mymensingh, Sonagazi and 
Monarchar were suspended 
following some untoward 
incidents. 

In Narayanganj, turnout 
of voters at different polling 
centers was thin. A number 
of crackers was exploded in 
some of the centers in 
Narayangapj. | 

At Shahi Eidgah polling 
station in Sylhet, some 
peopie tried to snatch away 
the ballot boxes. They were 
prevented by the police 
while two . persons were 
arrested. 

In Sirajganj, homemade 
crackers were exploded at 
about seven polling centers. 
In Kaliakoir three persons 
were injured following a 
clash between the suppor- 
ters of President Ershad 
and Lt. Col. (retd) Syed 
Faruk Rahman. 
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Transition to Civilian Rule 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Oct 86 p 5 


[Text] According to unofficial results announced 
yesterday by the Election Commission President 
Hussain Mohammad Ershad won, hands down, 
one of the most mildly contested presidential 
elections in ‘the country. He becomes the tenth 
President of Bangladesh and the third elected one 
in the 16-year political history of the country. 
While the presidential election followed on sche- 
dule, after the May’86 parliamentary elections 
which were broad-based enough to include part of 
the opposition, the electorate in the presidential 
election has missed the opportunity of having a 
wider choice of candidates oi known credentials. 


Nonetheless, in parts of the country the 
enthusiasm seen among the voters thronging to the 
polling booths only point to how intense is the 
people’s interest in seeing an elected government 
coming into being and a President so elected, to 
complete the democratic process. Inhibitions 
under which, thus, the electorate had to vote 
however made no difference to their overwhelm- 
ing support for. the incumbent president in what 
was Obviously an unequal match. 


Incidentally, transition to civilian rule in 
most of the third-world countries has been, by and 
large, a difficult process. Bangladesh, political 
analysts tend to think, could not perhaps be a 
distinguished exception to :t. In them operate 
about the same socio-political and socio-economic 
factors compounded by the basic lack of par- 
liamentary experience and the consequent struggle 
more for personal or party dominance than an 
honest effort towards the establishment of ruie by 
consent and the rule of law, which is the founda- 
tion of a working and workable democracy. 
Countries like the UK and the US mark the high 
watermark of constitutional government with the 
voter exercising his sovereign right in the making 
or breaking of the government, and their elected 
representative remaining thoroughly -accountable 
to the electorate. 
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‘In contrast, third-world governments in 
transition spend more of the’r time putting their 
politital houses, in order with a frequency of 
elections, deferment of election dates (e.g. Bang- 
ladesh), annulment of elections already held and 
the rewriting of the constitution (the Philippines), 
boycott of elections and the emergence of such 
hybrids as civilian-cum-military rule etc. (Pakis- 
tan), or a continuous ‘struggle between. govern- 
ments and peagple’s leaderships: (asin ‘some Latin 
American countries). The result is political insta- 
bility reacting seriously on the socio-economic 
or of the countries concerned. . 


* e could perhaps have avoided staying in 
such si «ts for so long. About two decades of 
experience of political uncertainty could have 
produced consensus of sorts for. a democratic 
beginning made through stability restored and 
elections held, only to form a government to 
function for the stipulated period, to rebuild the 
country politically, economically and socially. This 
is something we seem to have shied away for an 
unconscionably long period. 


It is therefore. time to ‘settle down and 
address ourselves to the task as seriously as the 
pelitical change now in train would allow us to, 
and in keeping with the pledges made and the 
wishes and aspirations of a people. The latter has 
waited long enough to deserve a government run 
by their representatives to solve their problems. 


_ Inmost developing political societies means 
is often confused with the end. Even in ademocra- 
tic society institutions such as election, parliament 
etc. are only means to an end. The end is the 
establishment of a system based on people’s 
opinion, to ensure the fundamental rights and civil 
liberties as the corner-stone of democracy, and a 
parliament made up of the people’ S representa- 
tives discussing freely the country’s problems with 
a view to policy-decisions aimed at solving them. 
A properly representative parliament is to provide 
this opportunity of free debate, and decisions 
based on it becoming law, to run the country on 
the basis of consensus. 


64 





/12828 
CSO: 


4600/1148 


These are the fundamentals of democratic 
transition. President Ershad now formally assum- 
ing the country’s leadership as an elected president 
has been given the opportunity of making the 
switch-over to civilian government meaningful by 
pursuing the course of action he has already 
pledged to the nation. Given the will‘and sincerity 
of purpose and the great need to reconstruct a 
society that is riddled with problems—economic, 
social, educational, law and order and so on-—the 
only thing necessary is to get down to business. 


Parliament, to be summoned within fifteen 
days from now under the rule, let us hdpe, will be. 
a broader—based one to conduct more effectively 
the proceedings through parliamentary debate and 
discussions as an inseparable adjunct to a demo- 
cratic beginning. With Martial Law going as 
promised, the stage would be set for civilian rule to 
be ushered in. Much however will depend on how 
the essentials sustaining it would be worked out. 
The chasm now dividing the nation politically 
needs to be bridged over by means of a greater 
sense of accommodation and cooperation, which 
everybody is expected, by ow to come to realise. 
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BANGLADESH 
BEGUM ZIA TELLS REACTION TO 15 OCT ELECT™ON 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 16 Oct 86 pp l, 8 
[Text ] 
Khaleda. Zia, Chairmas right to stay in the as oe 
ot the Bs ot te had totally sojected tie Terming President Ershad as a 
Party a = Seven- : 

, said on Wednes Reiterating the demand for a See e eedl’ eee oe 
dav that the people had election under a neutral thwith. : 
rejected the presidential election government, she said only a fre- She said that the Seven-Party 

spontaneously to sh election under a neutral care Alliance would weicome support 

the cal] of opposition . — t could ensure from any other allianc? She did 
pouring BET Teldential cleo. -«Sstablish fundamental rights ef a joint’ movement "with the 
tion at the of the Bentr) eight-party alliance and other 
desh Na Perry of the political “leaders eng Political’ parties 
Begum Khatsla Zia 30.0 © workers including Corl: (Retd) 

did not come of turning Akbar Hossain and two women 
Prise not to speak icns. She leaders of HNP She also de 
of the Seven-Party Allisnce and asked he “Gooeaet tle 
= ee Regey oe Bo one condemned the 

res g 

ge ey ckir J ho at 
Sangsad election of May 7 ‘last students without permission 
Ax 4 ay FE 

n ° 
yee Se the Alhau said that ay: — ag? fl: 

anoounced program- hoodwink peopic, 

me with regard to the presigen that she was not allowed to 
tial election as it did during the come out of her house on Mon 
AE Bay TG eR BEE 

that the decision and the here that she was to address 8 
said g 
course: of action of the Seven J meczting Monday at 
Party Alliance had prewed to be istan 


She blamed the pcvernment 
ihe May 7 Jatiya Sangrad elec “xe the present comme itts 


5 nr te resigna- and said ccunomy and the law 
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PRESS NOTE DENIES HASINA, KHALEDA INTERNED 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15 Oct 86 p l 


Wabi: avg 838 BESeeS 
A ae it ate ii Hes : still 
title Mad 
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df Hoel BHT 1 Hatin 
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Alene i Haale ie 
BatnaE caihenebedials 
I E be iF i7a2.8 ithe : vy = $ 
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REPORT ON LOCKING OF OPPOSITION OFFICE DENIED 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Oct 86 p 8 


[Text ] 


/12828 
CSO: 


The Parliament Secretariat has 


clarified a news item published 


in a section of the Press on 
Wednesday, saying that the newa 
of putting. the office of the 
Leader of the Oppositioa at the 
Parliament under lock and kev 
was baseless, reports RSS. 

A government handout qrot- 
ing the Parliament Secretariat 
said that all offices, rooms and 
the main entrance of the Par- 
liainent building were normally 
put under lock and key during 
the holiday and .even after office 
hours. Mr. Nabi Chowdhury, D:- 
puty Commissioner of Metro- 
politan Police, on Octoher 14 
noon advised the Deputy Sccre: 
tary (Administration) of the 
Secretariat to enhance tne 
security of the building so that 
none is allowed to enter the 
building without permissiun 


4600/1148 


after office hours, the handout 
said. The Deputy Secretary ins- 
tructed the officials of the Pub- 


‘Uc Works Department’ accord: 


ingty. 

At about 3 p. m. on tli: same 
day when the Deputy Secrstary 
(Admn) went to the office of 
the Leadér of the Opposition 
the personal assistant of the 
Leader. of the Opposition told 
him that he-is busy with some 
work, hence the closure of tn: 
room. would create problem. 
The Deputy Secretary then re- 
quested him to finish his work 
so that he can jock the offic: 


At about 4 p.m. the handout - 


said, the key-man of the Secre- 
tarilat closed the room wher 
the personal assistant’s . work 
was completed, the handout 
clarified. 
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BRIEFS 


SAARC GENERAL SECRETARY--Mr. Abul Ahsan, Bangladesh Ambassador to Pakistan, 
has been nominated as the first Secretary-General of SAARC which was launched 
at the summmit level last December in Dhaka. Permanent secretariet of SAARC 
will be stationed in Kathmandu. This was decided at the Foreign Ministers 
level meeting held in Dhaka. The Foreign Ministers held back the announcement 
of the decision. The announcement on the Secretariet will be made during the 
second SAARC summit to be held in the Indian city of Banglaore next month. 
Meanwhile, Mr. Shufi Sami who had long been associated wtth SAARC during its 
formative stages has been named Rangladesh Ambassador to Pakistan. [Text ] 
[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 6 Oct 86 p 3] /13104 


-2 -< + - ee - 
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NEW ENGLISH DAILY--A new English daily “The Daily Sunshine” took its debut 
from Rajshahi from September 20, reperts BSS. Edited by Hussain Mohammad 
Shakhwat this is the first and only English newspaper to come out from 

Phe ga (Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in Fnglish 8 Oct 386 p 1] 
12104 


ARRESTED POLITICAL LEADERS--Some political and student leaders were arrested 
in the last two days from different places of the country on charges of 
anti-election activities. Awami League leaders Mohammad Nasim, MP and Motia 
Chowdhury were apprehended bv the police yesterday in the city. On Tuesday 
night Eaksal central committee member and city unit Vice President Hazi Golam 
Kabir was picked uv from his residence. CPP Sylhet district assistant 
secretary Ekhlasul Momin was taken into custody by the police on Tuesday 
night. Pesides, the Police raided the houses of some leaders belonging to 
EMP, JSD (firai) and Bangladesh Chhatra Union. Mymensingh district Chhatra 
League (Shirin-‘ushtaq) President S “ Sadiq was arrested from his residence on 
Tuesday. On Monday Jessore district Biplobi Chhatra Maitri President Ayubd 
{ossain was also arrested. [Text] ["haka THF NF NATION in Fnelish 9 Cet &% 
pp l, &] /12104 
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PAPERS REPORT ON GANDHI VISIT TO THAILAND 
Leaders Talks, Other Activities 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 86 p l 


{Text ] | ; 
_ _ Bangkok, Oct 19 (PTI): Kampuchean problem”. scientific and technical problems and 
ndia and Thailand today took a big Mr Tinsulanonda said bh: felt that a joint ventures. 
leap forward in improving bilateral free, independent ard _ neutral In the economic field, the agree- 


economic cooperation but did not 
make much headway in evolving a 
common understanding on the sensi- 
tive Kampuchean problem. 

Differences in approach to the 
Kampuchean problem were quite ap- 
parent during the hour-long talks be- 
tween Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi 
and his counterpart, Gen Prem 
Tinsulanonda today. 

Later, in the banquet speeches of 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi and the 
Thai Prime Minister, the different un- 
derstandings on the question was clear. 
However, the Thai stand on the issue 
appeared to have softened. 

An Indian spokesman told report- 
ers that although the two Prime Minis- 
ters did not see eye to eye on the 
Kampuchea igsue, there were some 
points of commonality between 
them. 

While the Thai Prime Minister was 
for a _ political solution to the 
Kampuchean question in accordance 
with the relevant UN resolution, Mr 
Gandhi held the view that 
Kampuchean people have the right to 
determine their destiny free from all 
foreign interference. 

He suggested that a process of nego- 
tiations should be started to secure the 
withdrawal of all foreign forces from 
Kampuchea, stating that the people of 
that “unfortunate” country had “suf- 
fered the ravages of the most gruesome 
genocide known to history”. 

The Thai Prime Minister urged 
India to exercise “the immense prestige 
and moral influence you (Mr Gandhi) 
and your country have in bringing 
about a political solution of the 


Kampuchea would defiv.itely serve the 
cause of regional «id international 
peace and stability. 

Mr Gandhi leaves here tomorrow 
morning for Delhi on completion of his 
eight-day four-nation tour in South 
East Asia and Asia Pacific regions. 

The differences over Kampuchea 
however did not prevent bilateral eco- 
nomic and scientific cooperation be- 
tween the two countries from taking a 


major leap. 

Planning Minister Ajit Panja and 
Thailand’s Agriculture and 
Cooperative Minister Gen Harn 


Leenanonda held a prolonged session 
to identify prospects of cooperation in 
the field of industry, sciexce and tech- 
nology agriculture, and tourism. 

e two countries today signed a 
science and technology agreement to 
promote close-knit cooperation, be- 
sides reaching vital understanding in 
bilateral economic cooperation. 

The cooperation between the Thai- 
land Institute of Scientific and Tech- 
nological Research and India’s Council 
of Scientific and Industrial Research 
among other things includes exchange 
of scientists, research workers, special- 
ists and scholars, exchange of scientific 
and technical information and 
documentation. 

The agreement, reached after wide 
ranging talks between the officials of 
the two countries just after the arrival 
here of Mr Rajiv Gandhi on the last leg 
of his four-nation tour, also envisages 
joint studies to explore natural resourc- 
es and the development of: suitable 
technological processes and procedures 
by setting up of joint identification of 
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ment opened new vistas in the srhere 
of industry and agriculture and the two 
countries were likely to sign an invest- 
ment protection agreement with the 
officials of the two sides busy tonight 
giving final touches to wide-ranging 
package of cooperation. 

Addressing the Indian community 
here, Mr Gandhi said he had in his pos- 
session startling facts about training 
and arming of Punjab terrorists in for- 
eign countries details of which he 
would not like to disclose at this stage. 

Mr Gandhi said he had definite in- 
formation on support and training the 
“handful” of terrorists were getting. He 
said he knew the countries involved in 
these acts but “I do not want to disclose 
details and choke the channel of infor- 
mation at this stage”. 

The Indian intelligence agencies, 
Mr Gandhi said, unlike in the past, 
have become “very efficient now. We 
know which regiment of what country 
and where the terrorists are being 
trained in sabotage”, he said. 

Mr Gandhi told the members of the 
Indian community here many of whom 
are Sikhs, that conditions in Punjab 
were not as bad as made out by the for- 
eign media. The Punjab problem is 
very close to a solution though terror- 
ism is yet to be vanquished, he said. 

The people of Punjab, he said, “gave 
a fitting reply to terrorism when, de- 
spite the threat of being shot, they 
turned out in the largest ever number 
to cast their votes in the last elections 
in Punjab”. 

He complimented Punjab Chief 
Minister Surjit Singh Barnala for act- 
ing with great courage in the midst of 








most difficult proble:. -. He said the 
Punjab police was capavle of dealing 
with the extremists. 

The Prime Minister expressed the 
Government’s determination to imple- 
ment the Punjab Accord in letter and 
spirit and said certain problems had 
arisen over the question of transfer of 
Chandigarh to Punjab. 

He said the Government was pre- 
pared to implement the recommenda- 
tions of the two commissions on the 
transfer of Chandigarh to Punjab and 
the territory in lieu of it to Haryana. 

In the meanwhile, Mr Barnala re- 
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quested that the matter be deferred for 
some time and “we acceded to his re- 
quest”, he said. | 

Earlier, Mr Gandhi was given a 
warm welcome on arrival here this 
morning from New Zealand on the last 
leg of his eight-day four-nation tour. 

The Prime Minister and Mrs Sonia 
Gandhi were received by Gen 
Tinsulanonda at the Thai military 
airport. 

Mr Gandhi, who is the first Indian 
Prime Minister to visit Thailand, was 
accorded a combined guard of honour 


by the three wings of the Thai armed , 


Text of Banquet Speech 
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forces. 

Cheering Thais lined the 26-km 
route from the airport to the Oriental 
Hotel, where Mr Gandhi is staying, 
waving the Indian Tri-colour and Thai 


Welcome hoardings were also put 
up along the route. 

Air Force security troops stood 
guard with automatic weapons around 
the military airport as Mr Gandhi’s 
plane landed. Armed guards were also 
posted at brief intervals along the en- 
tire 26-km route from the airport to the 
Orient Hotel. 


["'Text"’ of 19 October speech by Indian Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi at a state 
banquet held in Bangkok in his honor--passage in slantlines published in 


italics] 


[Text ] 


Thailand has the proud distinction of being one of the few Asian 


countries which did not succumb to foreign rule during the colonial era. 
It is an honour to be on a soil which has so bravely held high its independence 
through the turbulent vicissitudes of history. 


My grandfather (Pundit Jawaharlal Nehru, independent India's first prime min- 


ister) saw in Thailand's independence a beacom of hope for all of Asia, 


Writ- 


ing from prison on New Year's Eve 1933 to his daughter~-my mother, Indira 
Gandhi--who was then a girl of 15, he described the establishment of the Rama 


Dynasty in 1782 and its continuity over a century and a half. 


He pointed to 


the good government of the dynasty under which "very wisely an effort was made 


to cultivate good relations with foreign powers." 


Jawaharlal Nehru concluded: 


"...A part of Siam has escaped European domination, and that is the only 


country to do so in this part of Asia. 


The tide of European aggression has 


been checked now, and there is little chance of Europe getting more territory 


in Asia, 
to pack up and go home," 


Prophetic words, indeed, 


The time is soon coming when the European powers in Asia will have 


To be in Thailand is to capture the flavour of that cultural heritage which 


is common to us. 


Yet, that heritage has been so transformed by local colour 


and local tradition that it is fascinatingly different while remaining en- 


dearingly familiar, 


The distinctive characteristic of our civilisation has 


been their capacity to absorb, assimilate and synthesise. 


It is this quality which today's world needs above all. 
hostility and hate need to give way to understanding and compassion. 


Frozen attitudes of 
We have 


to recognise that there is no purchase in trying to cast the diversity of the 
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world into a single mould. History, geography, culture and civilisation have 
endowed different nations differently-~and these differences are reflected in 
their present economic and social systems. Change from within is possible 
but imposition from without will be resisted, To live in harmony with diver- 
sity, exchange experiences and perceptions, learn to share and share in 
learning--that is the essence of peaceful coexistence, The Dhammapada says: 


{In Palai] Nahi vairan vairaani 
Sammantigh kudachanan 

A-vairan ch-summanti 

Es dhammo sanantano. 


Not at any time 

Are enmities appeased through enmity 
They are appeased through nonenmity 
That is the Eternal law, 


We have, perhaps, somewhat different perspectives on some international is- 
sues. But the way of the Buddha is the way of dialogue, We would like to 
continue our dialogue with you so that we achieve a greater awareness and a 
deeper understanding of each other's policies. 


The question of Kampuchea is of concern to all, The people of that unfortun- 
ate country suffered the ravages of the most cruel genocide known to history. 
They have the right to determine their destiny free from all foreign inter- 
ference, subversion and coercion. We suggest a process of negotiations to 
secure the withdrawal of all foreign forces and to ensure the sovereignty, 
independence and territorial integrity of all states in the region. Cooper- 
ative friendly relations among all your neighbours would be the surest guar- 
antee of a durable peace and stability in the region, 


It is to foster cooperative friendly relations among the countries of our 
region that we have launched the South Asian Association for Regional Cooper- 
ation (SAARC). Successful regional cooperation has to be tailored to the re- 
quirements of each region. There are some lessons to be learnt from your ex- 
perience of consolidating ASEAN, but each of us has to essentially base our- 
selves on the compulsions and the genius of our respective regions, SAARC 
orings together countries of very diverse size. We seek through SAARC the 
additional common dimension of regional cooperation. We adhere in our de- 
cisions to the principle of unanimity and eschew contentious bilateral ques- 
tions. Since the first summit last year, good progress has been made in the 
identified fields of cooperation, We are well set for a further impetus at 
the forthcoming summit in Bangalore, India, 


Economic relations between India and Thailand have demonstrated an encourag- 
ing buoyancy, We have many successful joint ventures with Thai enterpreneurs. 
A programme of technical cooperation has led to exchanges of relevant develop- 
ment experience, We welcome your students to our institutions of higher 
learning. Your scholars are making a valuable contribution to the recovery 
and perservation of our ancient traditions, Most recently, we had His Serene 
Highness Prince Suphatthradit Ditsakun, rector of Sinpakon University, and 
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other Thai scholars participate in a seminar in Luchnow on "Ramayana Tradi- 
tions and National Cultures in Asia." We are keenly looking forward to the 
visit to India next year of Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirinthon, renowned as a world authority on Sanskirt studies, It is 
through the intensificacion of relations in all fields that we can in con- 
temporary times be true to our millennia-old heritage of close interaction, 


My wife and I would like to thank you and the people of Thailand tor the 
cordiality of the welcome extended to us. 


Report on Luncheon Speech 
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[Article by Manoj Joshi] 


[Text] 


' BANGKOK, Oct. 19. 

The Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv Gandhi, once 
again criticised the older industrial houses in 
India for not having the “guts” to face the inter- 
national market without protection. Speaking at 
a luncheon meeting hosted by the Thai Board 
of Trade, Association of. Thai Industries and 
Thai Bankers Association. Mr. Gandhi said that 
today in India it was the smaller houses that 
were the most dynamic and exported in a com- 


petitive world market whiie the 30 bigger hous-' 


es exported next to nothing. Such industries 
used the protection provided for them to sell 
goods of inferior quality in the domestic market. 

He said that his Government policies had re- 


sulted in the boosting of the share market in-, 
vestment and last year six to seven times more: 


Capital had become available than the aid 


‘given to India. There was a tremendously dyna-' 


mic situation visible at home where the growth 
rate had been five per cent last year and could 
be even higher this year. Now the Government 
was examining ways. and means of cutting 
back protection at home. Though, he added 
that this would not be done too suddenly. 
Given the history of protectionism, which had 
been necessary at a point in time, a sudden 
dropping of protection measures was likely to 
result in the virtual collapse of the older indus- 
try. He said that India had chosen a “softer 
route to remove this mollycoddling’” so that the 
big. houses could also face competition. 

e Prime Ministcr said that this was not just 
an imperative directed by the need to export, 
but was based on a perception that so far such 
protection resulting in inferior goods being off- 
loaded in the inclian market was tantamount to 
“cheating our people’. He said that millions of 
Indians literally paid the price of protectionism 
and there was no reason to assume that the Ind- 
ian people were not entitled to have access to 
the best and most efficiently produced goods. 

Referring to the public sector, Mr. Gandhi 
said that it was a vital plank of Indian industrialisa- 
tion strategy. The public sector had acted as a 
catalyst in promoting industrial production in 
India by investing in areas where the private sec- 
tor did not have the knowhow. In the present 
context too, the public sector would be used to 
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open up new areas where required. He added ' 
that the Government was carefully monitoring 
its policies and where necessary corrective mea - 
sures were being taken. He gave the example - 
of the motor vehicles policy which has been 
frozen after the initial opening. The Government 
saw that barring one producer, all automakers 
had small production runs and were, therefore, 
not efficient. 

His Government was determined to intro- . 
duce mission-oriented approach to the removal : 
of poverty. The Prime Minister said the five-year 
time-bound approach with sharp targets and 
cut-off points were being undertaken. He de- 
clared that in 1947 two-thirds were above it. 
India had a very substantial middle class with a . 
considerable buying power. 

Export promotion zones: He said that India 
had set up two export promotion zones and 
added that he was struck by the advice of a 
Thai business leader to permit the private sec- 
tor to set up some zones themselves. A bit of 
the Indian market had been opened up from 
these zones so as to bring in an element of com- 
petition into the domestic market in the coun- 
try. With regard to investment outside the coun- 
try, the Prime Minister told the meeting that the 
Government had been discussing the idea with 
industrialists and as a result of this some areas 
of difficulties expressed by them were likely to 
be removed 

The most important aspect of these issues, 
Mr. Gandhi said, was to increase the coopera- 
tion between developing countries. Such coun- 
tries had seen that the products they produced 
more efficiently were being blocked from the 
markets and where “we're not strong, we are 
told that the market forces must rule.” “We are 
ready for this’ but the rules must be applied 
equally to ail. 

Earlier, Or. Sompob, Chairman of the Board 
of Trade, welcomed the Prime Minister on be- 
half of the three associations. |In his introduc- 
tory remarks he said that modern trade ties bet- 
ween the two countries had been the result of 
the 1968 trade agreement. He asked the Prime 
Minister to share his views on the issue of in- 
vestment in Thailand with the assembled 
businessmen. 
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PTI on Press Conference 
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[Text ] 

NEW DELHI, October 20 had been getting high technology from With the United States, Mr. Gandhi . 
(PTD. the U.S. America has also offered to said, India had mixed relations — - 

Tte Prime Minister, Mr. Rajiv’ India F 404 engines but “we have yet sometimes very warm, sometimes 

Gandhi, today paved the wa ee, decision on buying them, somewhat cold. : 

r. ar , Since his visit to the United States in 

- 1s ae or India was buying sophisticated de- June last year, there had been a steady 

surance that the high technology fence equipment and high technology improvement in Indo-Amenican rela- 
would not be to others. = ye ag er a ~ ay flaaheaaalaaamaraaal 
* 4 Li ° weden, France, M y improv ” i 
wane Cy epee a eee Britain and the “technologies of all The visit of the US. defence ' 


has been excellent,” he emphasised as 
an American corresponent echoed the: 
fear that the U.S. technology given to 
India would be transferred to the 
Soviet Union. 

The Prime Minister’s statement in 
the course of a press conference in; 
Bangkok at the end of his four-nation 
tour came after the U.S. state depart- 
ment notified last week that India: 
would have to give the assurance 
before the U.S. sale. 

“The U.S. need not have any fears 
on this score,” Mr. Gandhi said before 
returning home after his eight-day visit 
to Indonesia, Australia, New Zealand 
and Thailand. , 

The objective of his visit was to 
improve relations with those countries 
in the political and economic spheres. . 
“In both, I think, we have done very 
well,” he told reporters on landing at: 
Delhi airport. 


JET ENGINES 


The Prime Minister ren..nded the 
American correspondent that India 


Mr. Gandhi was also questioned 
about the forthcoming visit of the 


Soviet leader, Mr. Gorbachov, to India ' 


and said, among other things, regional 
issues, including Kampuchea, were 
likely to come up for discussion be- 
tween him and the Soviet leader. 

An American correspondent asked 


’ Mr. Gandhi how he would compare the 
United States and Soviet Union’s rela- . 


tions with India. “Whom do you 
favour,” the correspondent asked. 

“We do not favour cither. We are 
non-aligned in every respect but this 
doesn’t mean we are neutral,” the 
Prime Minister said. 

India always evaluated events on 
merits before coming to any con- 
clusion. So far as the Soviet Union was . 
concerned India had good relations. 
with it for the last 30 years. 

The process was continuing and Mr. 
Gorbachov’s visit would be yet another 
step in consolidating Indo-Soviet rela- 
tions, he added. 


NCNA, UNI Report 
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[Text ] 


Bangkok, Oct. 20 (Xinhua, UNI): 
The Prime Minister, Mr Rajiv 
Gandhi, said here today that the 
Kampuchean problem is one of 
the issues he will discuss with 
Mr Mikhail Gorbachyov when 
the Soviet leader visits India 
later this year. 

Speaking to reporters this 
morning at the conclusion of his 
Thailand visit, Mr Gandhi said 
he believed Mr Gorbachyov was 
interested in reducing tension in 
this part of the world. “This is 
the time for the rest of the world 





to take advantage of this atti- 
tude in the Soviet Union,” he 
said. 

The Prime Minister said India 
“would not like to see any of the 
elements responsible for the 
genocide that took place in Kam- 
guchea come back.” 

He said the Thai Prime Minis- 
ter Gen. PremTinsulanonda had 
asked him to use India’s “Im- 
mense prestige and influence” 
to bring about a political settle- 
ment of the problem and restore 
peace in the region. “We will 
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secretary, Mr. Caspar Weinberger, was 
another step in that direction. “We are 


a 


looking forward to a much warmer ° 
relationship with the U.S.,” the Prime - 


Minister said. 

The Kampuchean issue dominated 
Mr. Gandhi's 45-minute question- 
answer session. 


Though both India and Thailand . 


wanted the Kampuchean issue to be 


peacefully settled and foreign forces 
withdrawn, there were differences in 


their approaches to and perceptions of 


the contentious issue, he said. 

Mr. Gandhi ruled out India’s in- 
volvement in negotiations to solve the 
Kampuchean problem. “We have no 
intention of getting involved in the 
negotiations,” he said, adding: “It is for 
the countries of ASEAN to negotiate.” 

However, so far as India was con- 
cerned “we would aot like any of the 
elements responsible for genocide in 


Kampuchea to come back.” All foreign : 


forces should withdraw, he added. 


—_— sme ed 


have to do a little homework and 
try to see what part we can 
play,” he added. 

The Prime Minister denied a 
suggestion that India’s stand on 
Afghanistan and Kampuchea 
was at variance. He said “we 
have called for withdrawal of 
foreign forces from both the 
countries” but the nonaligned 
status of both Afghanistan and 
Kampuchea had to be safe- 


guarded. It should also be en-- 


sured that there were no outside 
interference. 
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_ Mr Gandhi said India itseif did 
not want to start any negotia- 
tions on Kampuchea, but would 
like the: Asean and the Indo- 
Chinese states to propose what i it” 
could do. 

‘The Prime Minister, a. 
reassuring the United States: 
that technology secrets would be. 
kept, reminded the correspon-' 
.dent that India had been getting 
hich technology from the US 
earlier. The United States had 
offered India F-404 engines but 
“we have yet to take a 
decision,” he said. . 

' Mr Gandhi said India was 
buying sophisticated defence 
equipment and high technology 


from many countries, including © 


Sweden, France, the Nether- 
lands and Britain and the “tech- 
nology of all these countries are 
kept secret.” 

An American correspondent 
asked Mr Gandhi how he would 


compare the United States’ and . 


the Soviet Union’s relations with 


India. “Whom do you favour,” he . 


asked. “We do not favour either. 


, We are nonaligned in every re- 
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spect but this doesn’t mean we 


are neutral,” the Prime Minister ° 


replied. 


India always evaluated events : 
on merit before coming to any ' 


conclusion. As far as the Soviet 
Union was concerned, India had 
good relations with it for the last 
30 years. The process was con- 


tinuing and Mr Gorbachyov’s ' 
visit would be yet another step 
in consolidating Indo-Soviet re- 
lations, Mr Gandhi said. 

With the United States, he 
added, India had mixed rela- 
tions—sometimes very warm, 
sometimes somewhat cold. But 
since his visit to the US in June 
last year, there had been steady 
improvement in relations, and 

had now “tremendously im- 
proved.” The visit of the US 
defence secretary, Mr Caspar 
Weinberger, was another step in 
that direction, he said. ‘ 

“We are looking forward to a 
much warmer relationship with 
the US,” the Prime Minister 
said. 

The Kam issue domin- 
ated Mr Gandhi’s 45-minute 
question-answer session. Though 
both India and Thailand wanted 
the issue to be peacefully settled 
and foreign forces withdrawn, 
there were differences in their 

approach. 

Mr Gandhi ruled out India’s 
involvement in negotiations to 
solve the Kampuchean problem. 
“We have no intention of getting 
involved in the negotiations,” he 
said, adding: “It is for the coun- 
tries of Asean to negotiate.” 

However, so far as India was 
concerned, “we would not like 
any of the elements responsible 
for genocide in — to.: 
come back,” he said. ; 
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BJP EXECUTIVE ACCUSES GANDHI OF COMPROMISE 


Madras THE HINDU in English 20 Oct 86 p 9 


[Text ] 
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| ‘The sien iia of the 


" “JAMMU, Oct. 19: 
Bharatiya 
Janata Party today accused. the M Rajiv hi 
Government of “compromising on every single 
issue — political social and economic — that 
affects national unity and security.” 

Releasing 
which lists different charges against the Govern- 
ment the BUP President, Mr. L. K. Advani said 

“today the unity, integrity, security and honour 
of the country are in gree ee oe Day 
time since | the present Cent- 
ral Congress. (I ard has turned out to 
be more corrupt and less efficient than that of 
the former Prime Minister.Indira Gandhi's.” 


The party e-sheet” which was. un- 
animously page by the executive on the 
concluding day of its three day deliberations 


said the Government had been systematically 
undermining institutions like the Presidency, Par- 
liament, Judiciary, Central eaeon Commis- 
sion and the Press. 


Weaker sections hi’ 

“In economic affairs this:Government has no 
understanding of the grassroots realities and so 
frames policies which cause acute hardship to 
the weaker sections and caters unly to a small 
elite and further more which expose the 
economy to invasion by multi-nationals”, the 
document said. 

“On foreign affairs this Government's polic- 
ies have no direction whatsoever and in the 
overall governance of the country this Govern- 
ment has been betraying an immaturity of ap- 
proach that is frightening °, it said. 

According to the document. “this Govern- 
ment’s first and worst failure has been in the 
Punjab. Here, Mr. Gandhi, as Premier signed ‘a 
formal agreement with a political party and that 
too .in indecent haste. The arrangement had in- 
herent contradictions and could not be im- 
plemented.” 
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to pressmen: a party document - 


” A decision was arrived at regarding river” 


waters and territories without nentyaney Sng 
~ other States concerned — Haryana and Rajas- 


than. Extremists in Punjab had gone on a ramp- 3 


age for months on end. Everyday there: were 
reports of innocent citizens being killed. 
Lawlessness reached new heights in the border 
districts of Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Ferozepur. 
All this uncertainty and violence in the Punjab 
the document said had disrupted industry and 
commerce, delayed the construction of the 


Sutlej-Yamuna Link canal and of the Thein dam 


involving huge crop loss. _ 
Assauit on unity =~ 


On the Assam accord it said no legislation 


had been initiated in Parliament to implement 
its various provisions. The Mizoram agreement 


it said was not only an assault on unity but “put 


a premium on violence and treason. ‘It en- 
couraged the Gurkhas to demand a "Gorkha: 
land” and. whetted the appetite of militants in 
the Punjab.” 

The Prime Minister, the document said had 
been ‘criticising not the Gorkha agitators but 
the critics of the agitation. He had thereby 


given aid and comfort to these separatist ele- 


ments. 

Demanding a firm policy on Kashmir it said 
“the ruling party has been pursuing a policy of 
rank opportunism ae, divorced from 
the realities of the geopolitical situation. Instead 
of meeting the challenge of forces of disintegra- 
tion its main concern is to get into government 
somehow. And for this all kinds of options are 
being kept open.’ 

“A free press is the life breath of democracy. 
The Indian press is one of the best in the world 
and yet Mr. Gandhi keeps attacking it vicious- 
ly", the document said. “Newsprint imports 
have been cut and customs duty on newsprint 
increased against the advice of the Supreme 
Court to force a rise in newspaper prices and 
thus hurt their circulation.” 
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INDIA 


PTI REPORTS INTERVIEW WITH GURKHA LEADER 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Oct 86 p l 


[Text ] 
Darjeeling, Oct 19 (PTI)——GNLF ment had nothing to do with this out the country, he said it was not 
president Subhash Gheising said here demand. 


today that neither regional autonomy 
nor union territory would serve the 
purpose of ‘identifying Indian 
Nepalese’. 

Mr Gheising told PTI in an inter- 
view from a hideout in the town that 
nothing short of Gorkhaland, a sepa- 
rate State within India, would fulfil the 


aspirations of the Nepalese in Darjee- | 


ling hill areas. 

Mr Gheising said he was happy 
with Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi, 
Home Minister Buta Singh and Union 
Law Minister Asoke Sen, who even af- 
ter consistent pressure on them by the 
Marxist government did not. dub 
Gorkhaland movement as 
‘anti-national’. 

He made it clear that there was no 
point of budging from the demand for a 
separate State and the State govern- 
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In reply to a question whether he 
would accept the preconditions laid 
down by the Chief Minister for a dia- 
logue with the latter, Mr Gheising said 
“why should we talk with Mr Basu 
since a separate State can only be 
granted by the Union Government un- 
der Article three of the 
Constitution”. 

Mr Gheising pointed out that their 

were, “identification of 
Nepali-speaking citizens first and then 
economic issues and these could be 
solved only by the emergence of 


Gorkhaland and not by regional auton- 


omy nor creation of union territory in 
Darjeeling areas”. 

Asked how he would propose to ac- 
commodate nine million Nepali- 
speaking people spread over through- 


necessary for all of them to live in 
Gorkhaland. 


“We want a separate State within 
India and the ruling party at the Cen- 
tre has the necessary two third majori- 
ty in Parliament to accord such a 
State”. | 

Asked about the Union Home Min- 
ister’s retraction from his letter to the 
GNLF president that very soon he (Mr 
Singh) would invite him for talks, Mr 
Gheising said it was “politics and not 
retraction from his assurance”. 

Mr Gheising said that he had not 
taken seriously the statements made 
by the Prime Minister and the Union 
Home Minister that West Bengal 


- would not be divided and Constitution 


amended. “Those are all political talks. 
I believe in black and white and not 
statements in newspapers”, he added. 
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[Text ] 


OCTOBER 21: The implementa- 


tion of the socio-economic objec- 
tives included in the Prime 
Minister’s Rs 90 billion Four-Year 
Five Point Programme has begun 
in right earnest. 

Announcing this at Press confer- 
ence here today, Dr Mahbubul Haq 
the Federal Planning Minister, said 
that adequate financial resources 
have been provided for the current 
year’s programmes, amounting to 
Rs 23.19 billion and the remaining 
two years of the 6th Plan have been 
recast to fully accommodate these 
programmes. He said detailed pro- 
jects and schemes have been drawn 
up, and physical execution of these 
projects was underway by the Fed- 
eral and Provincial Governments 
under the overall supervision of 
the Planning Commission. 

The prominent features of the 
programmes, which are under imp- 
lementation during 1986-87, are as 
follows. Dr Haq said that of the to- 
tal allocation of Rs 23.19 billion, Rs 
5.54 billion are earmarked for rural 
education, Rs 1.41 billion for rural 
health, Rs 1.25 billion for rural wa- 
ter supply and sanitation, Rs 1.98 
billion for rural roads, Rs 730 mil- 
‘ion for improvement of kachchi 
abadis, Rs 500 million for 7 Marla 
schemes, Rs 5.27 billion for village 
electrification, Rs 2.52 billion for 
anti-waterlogging and _ salinity 
programme, Rs 2.00 billion for ad- 
ditional employment generation 
(particularly through mass lit- 
eracy, Federal housing, new high- 
ways, youth advisory programmes, 
doctors employment etc.), and Rs 
1.62 billion for local development 


/13046 
CSO: 4600/46 


programmes by MNAs_ and 
Senators. 


SPECiFIC TARGETS: The 
specific targets during 1986-87 are 
as follows: 

— Electricity will be provided to 
4208 additional villages in a de- 
termined bid to spread electrifica- 
tion of 90% of the villages by 1990. 

Nearly 5000 kms of rural and 
farm-to-market roads will be con- 
structed to move towards the target 
of linking every Union Council 
with a provincial or national high- 
way during the next four years. 

Over 9,000 primary and mosque 
schools will be opened to provide 
enrolment for about 4.5 lakh 
children. 

22,000 Nai Roshni schools will be 
opened to provide incentive for ab- 
out ‘5S lac drop-out children to enrol 
again for afternoon classes. 

343 new basic :ealth unit: (BHU) 
and 35 new rural health .entres 
will be established. This will mean 
that all of the Union Councils will 
have a BHU by 1990. 

Clean potable water will be sup- 
plied to over 80 lakh additional 
people in the rural sanitation to 15 
lakh additional people. The prog- 
ramme, next year, will be about 
five times what it was in 1985-86. 


WATERLOGGING: An_saddi- 
tional 8 lakh acres wiil be protected 
from waterlogging and salinity by 
providing more tubewells, open 
drains and tile drains. 

Proprietary rights will be trans- 
ferred to the genuine dwellers of 
the Kachchi Abadis and major im- 
provement programme underta- 
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ken in phases. 

About 5 lakh poor, shelterless 
people in the rural areas will be 
provided with 7 Marla plots to 
build their own houses. 

ADDITIONAL JOBS: Beside the 
employment, generated by the nor- 
mal development programme, ad- 
ditional jobs for about 1 lakh unem- 
ployed will be generated through 
the Prime Minister’s Specia] Emp- 
loyment Programme, particularly 
for teachers, doctors, engineers, 
skilled workers and educated 
youth. 

Dr Hag said that while the imp- 
lementation of the 1986-87 prog- 
ramme is underwa.', directives 
have also been issued to prepare 
detailed programmes for the re- 
maining three years. 

Provincial Governments, he said, 
have already undertaken this task 
and district-wise plans are being 
prepared for all sectors. 

District Development Comurit- 
tees (consisting of elected rep- 
resentatives of the people) are also 
being set up to advise on the con- 
tents of these programmes and 
their proper implementation, he 
added. 

In conclusion, he said that the 
Government is determined to make 
every possible effort to implement 
these socio-economic programmes 
which respond to the felt needs cf; 
our people. But let us also recog- 
nise that their proper implemert2.- 
tion is a national responsibility. 
Everyone must play his or her part. 
It is only through such a national 
consensus and national effort that 
we can reach our goals. 
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[Article by M, Ziauddin] 


[Text ] 


AFTER A LENGTHY de- 
bate lasting tor over 18 
months, the government is 
reported to have finally de- 
cided to incorporate in the 
Prime Minister’s Five-point 
Programme the projects of 
elected representatives for 
which each of them have 
been allocated Rs 5 
million. 


Still, so far, no monitoring and 
scrutiny system is said to have been 
evolved in this respect and accord- 
ing to well informed sources no one 
in the government knows how and 
where the money was being spent. 

Outside the Government, some 
quarters insist that these alloca- 
tions to individual elected rep- 
resentatives are for gaining politi- 
cal support. But the government on 
its part refutes such suggestions. 

Independent economists, using 
circumstantial evidences, have, 
however, built up a case according 
to which the use of the allocation 
was not strictly in conformity with 
the developmental purpose. 

According to them, the circum- 
stantial evidences are based on six 
points: , 


Six points 


(1) Contrary to the regular 
practice, the projects proposed by 
the elected representatives are not 
submitted to the Central Develop- 
ment Working Party (CDWP) of the 
Planning Division, nor are they 


subjected to any kind of scrutiny at 
the provincial planning level. 

(2) While no approving authority 
for these projects has so far been 
identified, the elected representa- 
tives have been known to have 
managed to get the first instal- 
ments of their respective alloca- 
tions disbursed. 

(3) the succeding instalmen_; are 
said to have been disbursed with- 
out establishing through a proper 
progress report (as is the usual 
practice) as to how the previous ins- 
talments were spent, where they 
were spent and what physical 
targets were achieved. 

(4) For over 18 months the whole 
scheme remained outside both the 
Annual Development Plan and the 
Prime Minister’s _Five-point 
Programme. 

(5) The commirtee constituted by 
the Prime Minister under the presi- 
dentship of Mr A.G.N. Kazi, Deputy 
Chairman, Planning Commission to 
monitor the progress of Five-point 
Programme on a monthly basis 
could muster the authority to bring 
these projects within the jurisdic- 
tion of the Five-point Programme 
only this month. 

(6) And the committee’s queries 
to relevant agencies for a progress 
report on these projects evoked the 
interesting response of “who is go- 
ing to bell the cat?” meaning that 
no official reportedly feels compe- 
tent enough to ask for a progress 
report from the elected 
representatives. 


Proper use 


Under the circumstances, these 
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independent economists 
maintained, it becomes rather easy 
to believe that the money so al- 
located was not being properly 
used. 

They said, even if all the circum- 
stantial evidence is discounted and 
it is assumed for a while that the 
money is being spents for genuine 
development activities in the re-/ 
spective areas, then in their opi- 
nion the strict propriety would still 
be debatable. 

The process of awarding con- 
tracts for brick and mortar parts of 
the projects, purchasing of equip- 
ment and other things as well as 
recruiting staff for implementation 
of the projects and managing them 
after completion would certainly 
place considerable powers in the 
hands of these elected representa- 
tives which even the most scrupl- 
ous amongst them would find it ex- 
tremely difficult not to use for 
political promotion. 

If these elected representatives 
had used the usual channels for get- 
ting their projects approved and 
spent the money through the tradi- 
tional system of checks and ba- 
lances, involving reasonably rep- 
resentative committees for 
evaluating the coxt benefits ratio of 
the projects, for  scrutinising 
tenders and for awarding con- 
tracts, purchasing equipments and 
recruiting staff, then it would pose 
no probiems to tlie officials to get 
the periodic progress report and to 
monitor the programme and it 
would also make it easy for the 
elected representatives to submit 
their periodic progress report to 
disbursing agency at the time of re- 








lease of the next instalment, they : 


said. 


What the job is 


In- the opinion of these 


economists, the job of the elected 
representatives is not to imple- 
ment projects but to get them in- 
corporated in the long-term, mid- 
term and short-term national plans 
at the national assembly level. 
They could also create a national 


consensus on policies aimed at: 


mobilising the resources for these 


projects and to keep a strict watch’ 
on the implementation procdss and. 


to hold the inefficient, the corrupt 
and inept implementor account- 
able, if things do not go according 
to the approved plans, they said. 
They sid the fundaemntal princi- 
ples of associating the elected rep- 
resentatives in the developmental 


activities has been — 


stretched. 

In this context they referred “y 
the decision of the political govern- 
ment in 1985-86 to make alloca- 
tions in the name of elected rep- 
resentatives prior to identification 
of the needs, conversion of these 
needs into projects and without 
any linkage with the overall na- 
tional development plan. 

Despite the existence of all the 
checks and balacnes in the system 
of making and implementing de- 
velopment plans, they pointed out 
as much as Rs 40 billion had been 
officially accepted to be slipping 
through the fingers annually. 

In the opinion of these 
economists, if the elected rep- 
resentatives did not do anything 
during the rest of their tenure and 
focussed their attention on plug- 
ging this massive leakage alone, 
they would be doing a great service 
to the nation. 

In their opinion, now the 
economic policies were being 
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framed in such a manner that cor- 
ruption instead of being regarded 
as a sin is being considered as a 
virtue. 

The project aid negotiated with 
the multilateral and bilateral 
donors have been known to have 
been passed on to recipients like 
Pakistan with utter disregard to 
the needs, and simpiy by obliging 
the negotiating team with a price in 
kind, cash or promise of'a cushy job 
in future. 

Next, when national and interna- 
tional tenders are issued and con- 
tracts are awarded for these aided 
projects commissions and kick- 
backs are discussed at the most re- 
sponsible levels as a matter of 
routine. 


Written off loans 


The Gokal case, they said, has 
come into the open, the Ashiq 


Mazari fertiliser case has also been | 


written about, the Australian ore 
import deal, involving the steel 
mills was looked into by the Om- 
budsman but the report has not 
been made public, giving currency 
to rumours. 

They further said writing off the 
bank loans amounting to billion of 
rupees was also a case in point 
which suggested the extent of 
economic corruption. 

The CBR recently decided to re- 
turn one maund gold which was 
consficated in 1958 under the 
suspicion that it was smuggled into 
the country. 

It is said that one party booked 
about 25,000 Suzuki cars, then 
helped PACO to get the prices 
hiked and managed to get a provin- 
cial government approved these 
models for its transport use and 
made a neat Rs 60 million. 

The National Assembly commit- 
tee is already investigating the sale 
of Inter-Park Hotel, which al- 
legedly took place under suspici- 
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ous circumstances. md 
Sometime back a ioctl 

owned hotel in Karachi exchanged 

hands at a price of Rs 250 million 


sum of Rs 140 million involving 
cash only to the extent of Rs 20 mil- 
lios. The rest was arranged in the 
shape of loans by the nationalised 
banks for the buyer. The difierence 
is there for anyone to see. 


Policies 


The industrial policy has been 
made such that money invariably 
changes hands at the sanctioning 
stage. The disinvestment policy too 
is suspect. The excuse is that since 
the government has no resources to 
run public sector industries at a 
loss it has no option but to sell them 
at whatever price that is offered. 

Some transactions have taken 
place where influential parties 
have succeeded in getting factories 
at prices which would not fetch 
them even a part of the land on 
which these were located. 

Agricultural policies are such 
that for years together as much as 
Rs 2 billion meant for subsidising 
atta went into the pockets of inf- 
luential flour mill owners 
straightaway. 

Agricultural credit policy, on the 
other hand, has given rise to cons- 
picuous consumption while most of 
the investment in agriculture is be- 
ing met to a large extent from the 
remitances. 

There are ma y general as well 
as specific examples which prove 
the point that economic corruption 
has beome all-pervasive in this 
country. This cannot be eradicated 
by constituting committees or 
through naive slogans. The prob- 
lems should be tackled at its roots 
and that is at the level of economic 
policy, independent economists 
stressed. 
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[Text] 


OCTOBER, 21: The Federal Plan- 
ning Minister, Dr. Mahbubul Haq 
admitted here today that a major 
shortfall had occurred in the re- 
source mobilisation targets en- 
visaged in the Sixth Plan. 

Addressing a Press conference, 
the: Planning Minister said short- 
falls were also observed in the edu- 
cation, waterlogging and salinity 
sectors. 

Promising to provide a detailed 
evaluation of the Sixth Plan by mid 
November, Dr. Haq said the plan, 
however, was successful in bring- 
ing about a major shift of emphasis 
in favour of rural areas arid the en- 
ergy sector, as well as in initiating a 
process of deregulation in the vari- 
ous economic activities. 

He said the Sixth Plan had en- 
visaged complete reversal in the 
borrowing strategy, but in the 
fourth year of the plan not only the 
development budget had come to 
depend totally on borrowings but a 
part of non-development budget 
was also being financed through 
borrowings. 

Answering a question, he said 
the Prime Minister’s five-point 
programme reflected the socio- 
economic aspiration of the Sixth 
Plan and added that the dynamic 
character of the Sixth Plan mace it 
gossible to incorporate in the plan 
-he five-point programme which 
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2nvisaged a more determined ef- 
‘ort on education, electrification, 
health and acceleration of building 
of rural roads, waterlogging and 
salinity. 

He said while the Sixth Plan suc- 
ceeded in britiging about a major 
shift of emphasis in favour of en- 
ergy sector in the first two years as 
resources were preempted by sub- 
sidy to fertiliser and the steel mills. 

He said further that the tctal 
ADP effort was not enough during 
the first two years to achieve the 
targecs fixed by the Sixth Plan in 
the energy, health, and rural de- 
velopment sectors but added that 
in the remaining three years things 


would start picking up. 

When asked what the Govern- 
ment was doing to improve the situ- 
ation on the resource mobilisation 
front, Dr. Haq said the report of 
Taxation Reform Commission 
would be of great help in that 
regard. 

He also emphasised the need to 
plug the leaks through which, ac- 
cording to his guesstimate, as much 
as Rs. 40 billion is drained out 
annually. 

He said tax collection machincry 
would also be made more efficient 
in order to collect the dues from all 
those who were liable to pay taxes. 

He deflected towards Mr A.G.N. 
Kazi a question which wanted him 
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to explain as to why agricultural 
inome-tax was not being included 
in the tax base. Rut even Mr Kazi 
preferred to coafine himself to an 
half-audiable remark; “Everyone 
knows why this is so.” 

Dr Haq conceded that even the 
current year plan of the Prime 
Minister’s five-point programme 
amounting Rs. 23.19 billion was tot- 
ally dependent on borrowings, ex- 
ternal as well as internal. 

In an answer to a question, he 
said the component of borrowed 
dollars for the plan, amounting to 
about 800 to 900 million dollars, 
had been lined up under the Con- 
sortium aid and assistance from the 
OPEC. 

He said all the schemes under the 
plan had been prepared and the 
needed steps to be taken in order to 
implement had already been 
taken. 

He said high-level committees 
had been set up to monitor the ef- 
fective implementation of these 
programmes under the chairman- 
ship of the Prime Minister at the 
Federal level and the Chiet 
Ministers’ at the provincial level. 

Planning Commission, he added, 
had been given the responsibility 
for continuous monthly monitoring 

of these programmes to ensure 
their smooth implementation. 
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[Text ] 


OC’‘OBER 24: The two-day Inter- 
national Convention on Human 
Rights, which concluded here Fri- 
day afternoon, has urged the gov- 
ernment to sign and ratify all UN 
Conventions on human rights. The 
Convention also decided to set up a 
commission on human rights exclu- 
sively for Pakistan. A 17-member 
committee will be formed to work 
out the modalities and terms of re- 
ference of the proposed commis- 
sion. 

The committee of which Justice 
(rtd) Dorab Patel would be con- 
vener will have representation 
from all the four provinces, 
minorities and women. 

The Convention also adopted a 
comprehensive declaration resolv- 
ing that the conference would st- 

‘rive for an international order 
where the citizens of all states are 
| guaranteed equality. 

The conference decided to set up 

\a permanent information networ 
‘to coordinare and assist the ac- 
tivities of the organisations and in- 
dividuals dedicated to the preven- 
tion of violation of human rights. 
The network would have its sec- 
retariat at Lahore. 

The principles which would 
guide it while striving for the inter- 
national order are: that all human 
beings are born free and equal in 
dignity and rights, apartheid and 
racial discrimination shall be com- 
pletely banned, no one shall be 
held in slavery or servitude, every- 
body would have a right to life, lib- 
erty and security, nobody would be 
subjected to torture, interrogation 
involving use of torture would be 
banned, all citizens are equal in the 
eyes of law and entitled to equal 
protection by law, all citizens shall 


have the right to effective and 
speedy re:nedies from competent 
and independent national 
tribunals. 

These tribunals would ensure 
that nobody was subjected to ar- 
bitrary arrest, exile or capital 
punishment, was deprived of the 
right of a fair trial and not held 
guilty of any criminal offence on 
account of an act which did not con- 
stitute an offence. is 

The conference, according to the 
declaration, would also strive to en- 
sure that every citizen had a right 
to privacy, freedom of movement 
and residence, right to leave the. 
country and come back, right to na- 
tionality, right to free expression, 
peaceful assembly and association, 
right to work, social and economic 
security, right to form trade unions, 
rest and leisure and equal rights in 
all respects without discrimination 
on the basis of race, colour, sex. 
language, religion, political or 
other opinions, national or social 
origin, property or other status. 

SECULAR SYSTEM: Addressing 
the Convention, Mr Iqbal Haider. 
Secretary, Pakistan Qaumi Mahaz. 
i-Azadi, suggested a secular system 
for Pakistan to ensure equal rights 
to all. 

He described process of Islamisa- 
tion as a deliberate attempt to 
make Pakistan a theocratic state 
which, in his opinion, was against 
the pre-partition resolution of the 
Muslim League and preachings of 
Quaid-i-Azam. 

He was speaking at the session on 
“institutionalised protection of hu- 
man rights” held under the au- 
spices of the Malik Ghulam Jilani 
Foundation. 

He said a theocratic state by its 





very nature and character could 
not ensure equal rights to all citi- 
zens as it thrived on discrimination 
against believers of all other reli- 
gions or religious sects other than 
that of the rulers. He deplored that 
the sacred name of Islam was being 
exploited to deprive the people of 
their rights provided by the Con- 
stitution and Islam. 

Mr Iqbal Haider said there was 
not a single universally accepted 
definition of Shariah. How could 
the people agree to the so-called 
process of Islamisation. “T strongly 
fear that this process will only re- 
sult in further division of Muslims 
and would only result in further av- 
oidable bloodshed of the Muslims 
by the Muslims. I sincerely believe 
that as against a theocratic state, it 
is a secular state and society which 
is capable of providing adequate 
protection for the propagation of 
Islam, to all its sects and other reli- 
gions without causing any illwill, 
friction, conflicts, discrimination 
or sence of insecurity among 
them.” 

Secularism, Mr Iqbal Haider ar- 
gued, did not mean a faithless or a 
Godless society. It prevents the 
state and the clergy from interfer- 
ing in each other’s jurisdiction. 
Any control of state over the clergy 
or the vice versa would corrupt 
both, he said and added that 
history bore testimony to this 
effect. 

He also proposed establishment 
of a commission in Pakistan which 
should work on the pattern of Am- 
nesty International to prevent vio- 
lation of human rights. 


Justice (Retd) K.M.A. Samdani, 
who was chairing the session, said 
human rights could not be fully pro- 
tected without banishing hypocrisy 
at all levels. In the presence of dou- 
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ble standards the crusade against 
the violation of human rights would 
lose credibility and minimise the 
chances of success. 

He said if somebody blinked eyes 
on violation of human rights only 
because the offender happened to 
be his relation or acquaintance, the 
efforts to prevent violation of such 
rights would not be fruitful. “‘Let’s 
be true and sincere to our cause”, 
Justice Samdani concluded. 

Dr. Hamid Qazilbash presented a 
paper on “institutionalised protec- 
tion of human rights”. 

Malik Muhammad _ Qasim, 
Secretary-General MRD, agreed 
with Mr Iqbal Haider and said the 
Father of the Nation, the Quaid-i- 
Azam, did not want Pakistan to be a 
theocratic state. He criticised the 
way the rulers were exploiting the 
name of Islam and said their 
hypocrisy had made even Islam 
controversial. 

He suggested that the superior 
courts should be granted powers to 
examine whether laws were Is- 
lamic or not to make the process of 
Islamisation a success. 


Mr Khurshid Mehmud Kasuri of 
Tehrik-i-Istiqlal said Islamisation 
was being used as a political gim- 
mick. In his opinion the survival of 
Pakistan depended on safeguard- 
ing the human rights. 

Chaudhry Waheed A. Saleem ex- 
plained how the Qadianis were be- 
ing denied their constitutional 
rights and subjected to 
persecution. 

The conference was also addres- | 
sed by Mr. Amit Pandya of Interna- 
tional Human Rights Law Group, 
Ms Isobelle Jacque of Amnesty In- 
ternational, London, Ms Sonya 
Liget of the Philippiness, Mr, 
Habib Jalib, Ms. Mehbaz Rafi, Prof. 
Rafiullah Shahab, and Mr Aitzaz 
Ahsan. 








COMMENTARY URGES ASSESSMENT OF SECURITY NEEDS 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Oct 86 p 7 


[Commentary ] 


[Text } 


WHILE confirming Pakis- 
tan’s efforts to obtain a surveil- 
lance shield against repeated 
violations of its airspace by Af- 
ghan war planes, a Foreign Of- 
fice spokesman has denied that 
Islamabad would go in for an 
American airborne system to 
be manned by an American 
crew. The search is thus for an 
air defence system that is 
owned by Pakistan and manned 
by Pakistanis. But this resolve, 
expressed earlier by President 
Zia-ul-Haq himself, does not de- 
tract from some issues of seri- 
ous concern that were thrown 
up by the recent visit to 
Pakistan of the US Defence 
Secretary. Indeed, the asser- 
tion by the spokesman that air 
violations from the Afghanis- 
tan side have gone up three 
times as compared to last year’s 
calls attention to another dis- 
quieting eiement in the re- 
gional security situation. The 
spokesman has also revealed 
that the question of buying 
AWACS (Airborne Warning 
and Control System) planes 
had earlier been discussed with 
the US Government when 
Prime Minister Mohammad 
Khan Junejo visited America in 
July this year. He added that 
Pakistan’s resource position 
had to be reckoned with when it 
came to a decision to buy such 


an expensive facility. This 
discussion was apparently re- 
sumed when Mr Casper Wein- 
berger met senior Pakista. i of- 
ficials in Islamabad, thougt. he 
overall security environment 
in the region was obviously the 
main focus of these discussions. 
This is how the AWACS issue 
has dominated attention in the 
context of America’s new prog- 
ramme for security assistance 
under the _ post-1987 4.02 
billion-dollar aid package tor 
Pakistan. In any case, there are 
no definite indications about 
the defence equipment Pakistan 
would receive from the US. But 
the issue here is not the acquisi- 
tion of any specific weapons or 
air defence system but the 
evolving nature of our military 
relationship with the United 
States. Though fresh clarifica- 
tions on this issue are unavail- 
able, one must yet attempt to 
form an understanding of the 
emerging pattern in relation to 
our security imperatives and 
options. An objective analysis 
of these cannot be made exclu- 
sively in the context of Mr 
Weinberger’s talks in Islamabad 
or the deals he concluded in the 
first-ever visit of a US Defence 
Secretary to New Delhi. 

What we need at this time is 
an open debate on the whole 
gamut of our security needs 
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and policy options vis-a-vis the 
challenges we face. The Go- 
vernment should take the 
people into confidence and 
respond to a consensus of in- 
formed opinion that can only be 
reached through an honest dis- 
course on the subject. Without 
the foundational support of the 
popular will, Pakistan can 
hardly be expected to chart out 
a course that would be conso- 
nant with its sovereign rights 
and fundamental national inte- 
rests. Whether it is the question 
of having AWACS or any other 
air defence system, we have to 
be mindful of the price that 
may inevitably be involved. In 
no case should we allow the in- 
duction of foreign military per- 
sonnel in the operational field. 
Not very long ago, there was 
some talk about the US Rapid 
Deployment Force (since re- 
named the US Central Com- 
mand) to be stationed in or 
around Pakistan. The Foreign 
Office spokesman has now exp- 
lained the presence in Pakistan 
of the commander-in-chief of 
the Central Command at the 
same time as Mr Weinberger 
was here by saying that he was 
present as Mr Weinberger’s 
aide. But questions could still 
arise in worried minds. In the 
same context, calls by US Naval 
ships that are either nuc- 
lear-armed or nuclear-powered 








at Pakistani ports could be seen 
as a development having impli- 
cations for our non-aligned po- 
sition and the independence of 
our foreign policy. The spokes- 
man said that Pakistan has not 
so far decided to discriminate 
between nuclear and non-nuclear 
naval ships. Apparently, the 
controversial visit of the USS 
Enterprise, a nuclear aircraft 
Carrier, to Karachi provided 
the occasion for this explana- 
tion. It was also revealed that 
about 80 naval ships from the 
US, France, UK, Indonesia 
“and several other friendly 
countries” paid goodwill calls 
to. Pakistan in 1985. The Go- 
vernment should be more can- 
did in this respect. Besides, al- 
lowing nuclear vessels to pay a 
call to Pakistan is clearly 
incompatible with Pakistan’s 
declared policy of supporting a 
nuclear-free zone in the region. 
It is surprising that the spokes- 
man, as reported, rejected the 
contention that the visit of 
nuclear-armed naval ships con- 
flicted with Islamabad’s re- 
peated calls for the establish- 
ment of a nuclear-free zone in 
South Asia. A decision on this 
issue should not be too difficult 
to take, bearing in mind our 
fundamental interest in keeping 
the South Asian land mass and 
the Idian Ocean free of nuclear 
weapons. 

Afghanistan, of course, is the 
linchpin of Pakistan’s relations 
with the Western superpower. 
Afghanistan is also a major bar- 
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gaining chip in the momenta- 
rily stalled  summit-level 
negotiations between the two 
superpowers. While the U.S. 
aid is said to have enabled 
Pakistan to reinforce its de- 
fence capability and meet the 
challenges of a threatening 
geopolitical situation, it is also 
obvious that the Afghan issue 
cannot be solved by military 
means. Prime Minister Junejo 
reiterated this belief while 
speaking at the dinner he 
hosted in honour of Mr 
Weinberger. As for AWACS, 
President Zia had also offered 
some clarifications when he 
told foreign newsmen that the 
US and Pakistani military offi- 
cials had discussed the possibi- 
lity of using AWACS based out- 
side Pakistan to monitor the Af- 
ghan border. But he did not con- 
sider this to be a solution to the 
problem of air incursions. He 
also said that Pakistan had no 
intention of buying the expen- 
sive planes or allowing US ver- 
sions to be based in Pakistan 
because that would compro- 
mise the country’s non-aligned 
status. That Pakistan is unwil- 
ling to allow foreign military 
presence on its soil is reas- 
suring but it is not our non- 
aligned status alone that would 
be at stake in the event of such 
an arrangement.The country 
would run the risk of undermi- 
ning its national sovereignty. 
America has applauded, in 
glowing terms, Pakistan’s 
strong opposition to the Soviet 
occupation of Afghanistan. But 
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we must be fully conscious of 
the limits to which we can go in 
promoting the cause of free- 
dom in Afghanistan. Our stand 
and the hospitality we have ex- 
tended to so many Afghan re- 
fugees have been vindicated at 
the ar of world opinion. Yet 
Afghanistan has now become a 
matter of superpower conten- 
tion and we must continue to 
refuse to become any country’s 
military or political cat’s paw in 
this or any other conflict. We 
are surrounded by some his- 
toric conflicts, from revolu- 
tionary Iran that is locked in a 
desultory war of attrition with 
Iraq, to Afghanistan that has 
become a surreptitious battle- 
field for the superpowers, to 
the subcontinent that is om 
nously moving towards de 
stabilisation. In this fearful 
conjunction, we must be watch- 
ful about every move we make. 
Of paramount importance is to 
develop a clear sense of direc- 
tion that reflects the will of the 
people of Pakistan. We have to 
steer clear of embroilment in 
conflicts which do not directly 
involve our national interests. 
We should not in the name of 
security allow ourselves to be 
pushed into a corner where we 
are incapacitated from taking 
care of this very security. The 
time to weigh all our policies 
and options and assess the na- 
ture and consequences of the 
present direction of our foreign 
policy is now — before we cross 
the Rubicon either by choice or 
by force of circumstances. 
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[Editorial: 


[Text] 


"NCC Comes Home"] 


Alongwith the Pakis- 
tanis working in the Gulf 
and Middle East coun- 
tries, the National Con- 
struction Company (NCC) 
has also decided to wind 
up it’s foreign operations 
and return home. The 
reasons are the same 
which have compelled the 


Pakistani workers to pack 


off and come back. The oil 
boom is over and the coun- 
tries which earned fabul- 
ously and spent in the 
same manner, are now 
forced to practice frugal- 
ity. Explaining the causes 
for winding up its business 
in the Middle East, the 
Chairman of the NCC, Lt- 
Gen Mohammad Saadat 
Ali said that the company 
sustained huge losses due 
to non-payment of con- 
tract money, delay in cc m- 
pletion of work and pauc- 
ity of funds. During the oil 
boom, the company did 
quite well and undertook 
huge projects costing “ap- 
proximately 1.2 billion US 
dollars”. These projects 
included airports, trade 
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centres, military 
townships, water retain- 
ing reservoirs and instal- 
lations, industrial plants, 
refineries and _ satellite 
townships. These projects 
are situated in various 
countries of the region. 
And, according to reports 
reaching home, the com- 
pany earned a name for 
the country, ffor it 
accomplished the jobs 
assigned to it, nay it got 
through international ten- 
ders and at competitive 
rates, to the entire satis- 
faction of its clients. As 
such, it is to be com- 
plimented for its out- 
standing record. 


One of the benefits of its 
foreign operations beside 
earning the much needed 
foreign exchange, is the 
experience which it has 
gathered over the years. 
Had it confined its 
activities to the country 
alone, it would not have 
got the varied jobs. Hav- 
ing amassed this experi- 
ence, its return to Pakis- 
tan must be a source of 
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strength. It has now got to 


- devote itself with greater 


foreign 
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zeal for undertaking such 
projects in the country. 
It’s experience should 
help us in relieving ourse- 
Ives from dependence on 
others. It must impart self- 
reliance in these spheres. 
It must also help in doing 
away with the system of 
importing experts 
alongwith the loans 
extended by various coun- 
tries and financial agen- 
cies to undertake specific 
construction projects. 
Only recently, the Govern- 
ment of Pakistan has con- 
tracted a loan for the con- 
struction of farm-to-mar- 
ket roads. The _ loan 
included a condition that 
experts would 
accompany to advise the 
government in the com- 
pletion of project. It is, 
indeed, a strange condi- 


tionality. What do the 
foreign experts know 
about our own coun- 


tryside and their linking 
with the marketing 
centres? They could at the 
most advise us on, the 
methods as to how con- 
struction should be car- 
ried out. But now with the 
presence of NCC which 
has undertaken numerous 
such: projects abroad, the 
country should not need 
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even this sort of assis- 
tance. The job should be 
completed without wast- 
ing any part of the loan on 
engaging foreign experts. 
The Government may 
flatly refuse to accept any 
such — conditionality 
attached with any loan 
from any foreign country 
or financial agency in 
future. 


Saadat has refused to 
disclose the extent of los- 
ses the company has suf- 
fered in it’s overseas oper- 
ations, for “it is not in the 
national interest”. NCC is 
a public sector company, 
funded by public money. 
As .such, the public is 
within its rights to ask 
about the losses the com- 
pany has suffered. His 
refusal to disclose the 
figures about the losses, is 
rather unintelligible. Let 
him come out with all the 
details and present him- 
self for public accounta- 
bility. This tendency on 
the part of some public 
sector business and 
industrial organizations of 
hiding the financial state- 
ments from the public, 
must be _ discouraged. 
While lauding the perfor- 
mance of such national 
concerns as NCC, it is the 
right of the people to 
know where it failed. 











PRESENCE OF ARMY IN SIND CRITICIZED 


Karachi DAWN in English 25 Oct 86 p 10 


[Text] 


FAISALABAD, Oct 24: Co 
Chairperson of the Pakistan 
People’s Party Ms Benazir Bhutto 
has sharply criticised the presence 


of army in Sind and said that this is- 


causing concern and resentment 
among the masses there and giving 
rise to separatist tendencies which 
has endangered the solidarity of 
the country. 

Addressing a press conference 
here on Friday at the residence of 
local President of PPP Meher Ab- 
dur Rasheed she said that on the 
pretense of routing dacoits, work- 
ers of PPP and other political 
parties were being killed and vic- 
timised. She said in this process 
several houses have also been 
burnt. 

She said that in the words of I.G. 
Police of Sind theve were only 500 
dacoits and oui-laws in Sind. She 
said it is surprising that after long 
years of Martial Law and concerted 
efforts of the present so-called 
democratic government, the entire 
police force and army has not been 
able to finish them while within 
one night 10,000 leaders and work- 
ers of MRD were successfully ar- 
rested to prevent public meetings 
on the eve of Aug 14. She argued 
this shows that entire anti-dacoits 
campaign was in fact a move to 
suppress the masses in Sind.” 

She maintained that “had the 
law and order situation been due to 
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the dacotis, they would have been 
content with looting and resorted 
to hide and seek tactics.” 

Ms Benazir further contended 
that Gen Zia’s Martial Law has 
created strong resentment and 
harassment among the masses and 
the latter had to nominate a Prime 
Minister from Sind who ad no 
roots in the province and hence has 
unable to control the 
disturbances.” 

She said that “the country is at 
present confronted with internal 
and external dangers which could 
be controlled only by a government 
which represented all the cross sec- 
tions of the people and such a gov- 
ernment could emerge only from 
the PPP. “Further delay in giving 
the rightful supremacy to the 
people would further aggravate the 
situation and would subject the 
country to confusion and chaos,” 
she cautioned. The Government, 
she said, was neglecting this fact 
and refusing to read the writing on 
the wall. 

In reply to a question, Ms Bhutto 
said that she believed in peceful 
movement and would continue her 
efforts peacefui 'ly, but if genuine 
demands of the r ‘eopile were persis. 
tently denied, they would get 
frustrated and th e situation would 
go out of the contr ol of even PPP. 

She said that th e arrival of 42ad 
bodies of Punjabi soldiers in Pun- 
jab from Sind is creating inter- 
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provincial hatred ai 1d animosity. 

When asked whether PPP 
would participate in: the forthcom- 
ing local bodies elec tions, she said 
“this was of little cc nsequence as 
the real problem is h:ow to reduce 
the inter-provincial h atred and re- 
store the democratic rights.” 

She said tihat real need of the 


‘hour was a country-wi ‘de political 


and economic growth a nd develop- 
ment for ameliorat ig tie lot of the 
masses, which according | to her, can 
only be done by the PPP which had 
support and roots in all the four 
provinces. 

She also supyor ted the demands 
of the GTS workers and aided that 
the Government decision1 to ban 
GTS in the Punjab would fi orce over 
40,000 workers to become jobless. 
She said that during the PPP re- 
gime in 1972 the Government im- 
ported more thain 3,000 bitses for 
GTS to provide letter facil ities to 
the people, however the pre: sent re- 
gime intends to deprive the people 
of cheap tr asport facilities and to 
encourage monopoly in private 
transport. 

Earlier, whein PPP Co- 
chairperson arrive:d in Faisal abad 
from Toba Tek Singh in a big pro- 
cession in violatior: of Section: 144 
she was accorded warm welc ome 
on the Jhang-Faisal abad Road and 
was brought in the city in a big 
procession. 
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SIND ASSEMBLY OPPOSITION GROUP--Karachi, Oct 23--Eight MPAs have formed a "Sind 
Assembly Opposition Group,'' with Mr Abdullah Hussain Haroon as its leader. The 
members, in a signed letter, addressed to the Speaker of the Sind Assembly, 
said they had decided to act as opposition within the House and had elected Mr 
Haroon as leader of the group. They demanded joint seats in the House. Signa- 
tories to the letter are: Mr Abdullah Hu-sain Haroon, Mr I. Phuboro Syed Imdad 
Shah, Mr Liaquat Jatoi, Mr Junaid Soomro, Mr Iftikhar Soomro, Ms Gulzar Unar, 
Mr Mumtaz Qaiser and Kazi Shafique, [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 24 Oct 

86 p 1) /9274 


AWACS SURVEILLANCE CRITICIZED--Karachi, Oct 23-——-Maulana Shah Ahmed Noorani, 
President, Jamiat Ulema Pakistan, has strongly opposed moves to allow American 
AWACS aircraft to operate in Pakistan airspace and said this was against our 
national honour and prestige. ‘The United States have never come to our rescue 
in the three wars with India and Pakistan should therefore not allow US planes 

to be either stationed in the country or use its airspace," he said while ad- 
dressing a public meeting at Ranchore Lines on Thursday. The JUP chief demanded 
that the government should take the nation into confidence and apprise the people 
of the negotiations now under way with the United States over the new defence 
package. He maintained that purchasing defence equipment from Washington did not 
mean that "we should allow the Americans to have access to our strategic areas, 
We must learn a lesson from the past and stop replying on the enemies of Islam," 
he added, [as.putlished] [Text] [Karachi DAWN in English 24 Oct 86 p 22] 
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COMMITTEE ON SIND ECONOMY--A committee headed by the Sind Finance Minister 
has been constituted by the Sind Government to identify the economic 
problems of the province and to submit its report within 3 months, it was 
officially stated in Karachi yesterday. The terms of reference of the 
committee are: -~-To identify the economic problems of the province and to 
suggest short and long term solutions. --To suggest ways and means to 
generate additional resources for the solution of these problems on 
permanent basis. The committee has been set up in pursuance of a decision 
of the Sind Cabinet and, among others, include the Sind Ministers for 
Industries, Education, Agriculture and Health and Additional Chief Secretary 
Planning and Development as members. The Chief Economist Planning and 
Development will act as member secretary of the committee.--/PP [Text] 
[Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 28 Oct 86 p 3] /13046 


KHAR'S APPEAL FOR MERCY--Islamabad, 27 Oct--President General Mohammad Zia-ul- 
Haq has sent the mercy appeal of the former Governor of Punjab and NPP's central 
leader Malik Ghulam Mustafa Khar to the Ministry of Justice for its opinion, it 
is reliably learnt. It may be recalled that Khar's mother had submitted a mercy 
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appeal to the President, that the sentence of her son which was awarded by the 
military court in absentia may be warded. In her application she had taken 
the stand that her son was uot answerable to any court for its actions during 


his tenure as governor. [Text] [Karachi BUSINESS RECORDER in English 28 Oct 
86 p 3] /9274 
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